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The friendliest club in the South Pacific

August 2022

WHAT’S ON IN AUGUST

COMMODORE’S REPORT

Social Events

Bar/Bistro WINTER hours - Open Wednesday - Sunday - Bar 4.30 - Bistro 5.30

WINE & CHEESE, BEER & SAUSAGE TASTING EVENING - Saturday
20th August

Bingo - Thursdays 11th and 25th - 7.30pm start
Quiz - Thursday 18th - 7.30pm start
Darts - Every Wednesday - 7.30pm
Free
Meat
Pack
Raffle
every
day
Sponsored
by
First
Mortgage
Meat Packs Supplied by New World Kerikeri

As we start a new OCC Membership Year it is important for us all to develop
and hopefully increase our membership numbers. New members bring with
them new ideas and a new energy that is so important for maintaining the
momentum in our club so please do all you can to encourage your friends to
come and join us.
Your new committee has had a bit of a hectic start to our term and by the time
you read this we will have published two editions of TellTales Magazine and
survived our first Committee Meeting and we are all still smiling.

Thurs-

Trust

Sadly the area of our club that needs a big “call to action” is the sailing where
the turnout for winter racing has been disappointing. However, Paul Smith and
his Race Team are working hard on a revised race format for the coming season
which we all hope will rekindle our desire for competition and bring back all
those yachts (myself included) who have presently gone into hibernation.

HAPPY HOUR IS BACK! Every Friday between 5-6pm.

Racing Events

New World Sunday Winter Series - Race 4 - Sunday 14th August 1pm start
New World 2 Sail Series - Race 4 - Sunday 28th August 1pm start
see http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/racing/ for course sheets, entry forms etc.

Cruising Events

Catch Up Cruise
Saturday August 27th - Weather permitting. Keep an eye on our facebook page to
see where we’ll be heading.
Cover photo - N Felton
Karoro | Southern blackbacked gull
The Karoro is one of the most
abundant and familiar large
birds in New Zealand. Found on
or over all non-forested habitats
from coastal waters to highcountry farms, this is the only
large gull found in New Zealand.

Those of you that grew up loving sailing and messing around in boats whilst
gradually being introduced to the competitive element understand how “not
making the grade” isn’t failure, it is reaching your own pinnacle, something
you should be really proud of and will lead to so many other pleasures that
sailing can provide.
We are lucky to have Dale Felton on our committee and he is re-energising
our cruising section and we look forward to some gentle cruising in company
enjoying the bay and beyond – we are privileged to live in a yachtsman’s
paradise so we should get out there and enjoy it.
My old cruising boat ‘Silver Heels’ (now called
Sagarmatha) will shortly be taking part in her
second Golden Globe Race and both Merry
and I feel a little sense of pride that we were
a part of that boats heritage.
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you in
the club or on the water.

IAN TEMPLEMAN

A WALK DOWN
MEMORY LANE

by CHRIS BALL

THE DAY WE HAD A TRUCK VISIT
THE CRUISING CLUB.

This truck had some problems coming down the hill into Opua and couldn’t get round the
corner.
There were pupils from BOI College standing on the verandah of the club waiting for their
bus.
The truck driver said afterwards that he was going to try and get down the wharf but that was
the direction that the students scarpered so he had no option but to drive into the clubrooms.
He was a bit early for a beer!
His front wheels mounted the verandah which promptly collapsed under the weight, tipping
the truck and spewing its load of scoria through the front wall.
Thanks to the efforts of a few clubbies, the mess was cleared up and temporary repairs made
to the building.

It was business as usual by 5pm.

40 years of racing to be celebrated in 2022!
Entries are now open for the 40th PIC Coastal Classic Race
With 125 days to go, the New Zealand Multihull Yacht Club (NZMYC) is pleased to
announce the 40th PIC Coastal Classic Yacht Race from Auckland to Russell in the
Bay of Islands is officially open. Organisers are now accepting entries online and
encouraging participants to get prepared for the Labour Weekend ritual.
“Get ready for an epic race and Labour Weekend. This year marks 40 years since the
Coastal Classic began in 1982, and with Covid causing us to cancel last year we are
beyond excited to get this race underway” says NZMYC Commodore Greer Houston.
“You could say it’s been two years since the fleet sailed into Russell with 2020
seeing only 16 boats reach the finish line due to light winds. Considering this, we
are expecting a large fleet of competitors who are looking to ‘grind’ their way to the
finish line.”
To mark this 40-year milestone, organisers are offering the chance to win two return
airfares to Barcelona -– the home of the 2024 America’s Cup!
“We just wanted to do something special” says Greer. “Forty years of racing is really
something to be celebrated and this prize is open to anyone who competes in the
2022 PIC Coastal Classic – crew and skippers!”
Considered one of the world’s most famous yacht races, the Coastal traditionally
attracts the very best of New Zealand yachting to race alongside a colourful fleet of
boats of all shapes, sizes and abilities. It’s traditionally a battle between single hulled
boats ‘monohulls’ and double or triple hulled yachts ‘multihulls’.
Starting in the vicinity of Devonport Wharf on the morning of Friday 21 October
2022, the 119 nautical mile long challenge is again expected to draw well-seasoned
yachties and beginner sailors alike.
“It’s more than just a race,” says Greer. “It’s a chance to catch up with old friends and
share some stories. Anybody who has done the race will know the buzz and magic of
sailing into Russell and celebrating this achievement. So - gather your crew, get your
boat shipshape and let’s celebrate 40 years of this epic race together”.
The PIC Coastal Classic is made possible only with thanks to primary sponsor
PIC Insurance Brokers and a loyal team of long-standing event partners and many
volunteers.
Competitors are now able to download the Notice of Race and Enter Online www.
coastalclassic.co.nz

Hana and Robbs Hielkema have just arrived in Savusavu, Fiji after an
8 day passage from Opua with their two boys Luka(5) and Kobie (3),
on their recently purchased Chico 42 ‘Vesper’.

Hana shares a snapshot of their journey.

proved to be in the following months of
preparing the newly re-fitted Chico 42 to
head offshore.

Between work hours and parenting (and
a heap of support from our friends and
family) we poured every drop of spare
time available into modifying the boat
and getting it up to Category 1, as well
as everything else that goes into passage
planning and a 5-month itinerary.

We’ve always known we’d someday
cruise offshore with our family. Having
covered many miles offshore together on
other yachts pre-kids, its been a shared
dream.
As NZ and the world was struck by
covid-19 we started discussing when to
make it happen. Lockdowns prompted
many life changing chats, and we simply
decided that there was no need to wait.
Fiji had opened up to cruisers earlier than
most of the Pacific - and it held appeal for
gorgeous cruising grounds and beautiful
culture.

With the decision made, the journey
began to make it happen.

The blow of selling our beloved young
88 Vámonos was softened by the fact it
has remained with new owners in the Bay
of Islands, and our quest to find the next
boat became an all consuming exercise.
Once finding ‘Vesper’ in Whangarei at the
end of March 2022, the real challenge

An immense feeling of relief came with
casting the lines on 21 June from Opua
and setting out into the ocean with our
crew member Kevin Peet, who, along with
his family, had been instrumental in getting
us to that point.

The relief didn’t last long however as
the first night at sea came with strong
winds and a big swell, which prompted
the decision to hug the coast with
reduced sail to get north.

We were impressed with how vesper
handled the first few nights, and even
more impressed with how the boys
coped - as they raced monster trucks
from side to side of the cabin while the
boat rolled up and down through the swell.

It only got easier from there, and as the
Tradewinds kicked in we enjoyed most of
the trip 3-sail reaching with a storm jib and
Genoa, with the final push to Fiji seeing us
shed the layers and giving our ETA to Fijian
customs.

Plans for the next four months are to explore
Taveuni and close islands with Savusavu
as our base, before venturing on to the
Lau group. Musket cove race week is
also on the cards for September, before
planning the passage back to Opua.

We are incredibly grateful to everyone
who has helped to make this dream a
reality, from local marine businesses
to our friends and family.
Vinaka, from the bottom of our hearts,
and we look forward to sharing some
salty tales when we’re back in the
Bay this summer.

When we emailed Lily, our
June winner of the Spot
the Yot giveaway we
found out that she had
sailed away!
Lily, a marine
biologist, had
been living on
her boat in the
BOI for 18
months but
had upped
anchor
and sailed south. After a few
email exchanges she was able
to provide an address and we
posted her dry bag to her. No
doubt it will be a well used bag
with all this wet weather around.

Spot

the Yot
and win
Congratulations to Nola Herrman who correctly spotted not one but two of the tiny yot icons hidden
in our Trade Directory section in our July TellTales.
Nola said in her email “We are new marina resident and have found
the newsletters and TellTales to be informative, entertaining and
educational - Thank you!”
Nola will soon be heading down to Burnsco to collect her 20l Dry Bag from Nick Webly who has been
supporting OCC with the monthly SPOT THE YOT prize giveaway valued at $50 for many years now.
THANKS NICK!
If you would like to win your own dry bag email opuaccpublicity@gmail.com to let us know in whose
advert you found the little yacht icon well as what you like best about our monthly magazine before
August 25th to go in the draw. The winner will be announced in the September magazine.
We really appreciate the feedback.

CRUISING

It’s that time of the year when many sail
off to warmer climes, and with the borders
opening up we saw a number of our
members heading to Fiji. We will try to
feature some of their adventures in Tell Tales
in the coming months. Congrats to Hana and
Robbs Heilkema in particular for successfully
negotiating their passage with their two
young sons Luka and Kobie on board. Good
work team!
Some of us who couldn’t head offshore did
manage to catch up for an OCC cruise day at
Army Bay on 16 July. It was a bit different
not having cruising division stalwarts Vera
and Ernesto there but we look forward
to seeing them on their return from their
travels.
The weather was great, a good time was had
by all and Nanette won the bottle of wine for
capturing the first photo of a Saddleback on
our walk around Moturua island.
We will be finalizing the cruising calendar for
the 22/23 season shortly and look forward
to seeing the OCC Burgee flying from many
boats in the anchorages on our mystery day
and overnight cruises.
We are open to suggestions on destinations
and activities for these cruising events so
please contact Dale cruisingocc@gmail.com
or 021 311789 with any ideas you may have.

NEWS

MONTHLY QUIZ

WINE & CHEESE
TASTING
EVENING
BEER $ SAUSAGE

Test your crew!! Test yourself with these five quick questions.
1.

2.

3.

4.

SATURDAY AUGUST 20TH
6PM ONWARDS

$20 TICKETS

GO ON SALE MONDAY 1 AUGUST
AVAILABLE FROM THE CLUB

Live Music

5.

Hypothermia sets in when the core body temperature drops below ___ degrees C.
a.
25
b.
30
c.
35
d.
40
A falling tide is called the Ebb, so a tide may be said to be _______ or flooding dependant on whether it is
going out or coming in.
a.
Slack
b.
Ebbing
c.
Flooding
d.
Drying
For sailboats 7m-20m it is acceptable to use a white torch or lantern if it is not possible to have sidelights and
sternlight or one combined sidelight/sternlight above the mast.
a.
True
b.
False
What does the Q(9)15s5m2M stand for in this notation
on the light on the Shag Rock buoy?

a.
Quick flashing 9 times every 5 minutes in groups of 15, 5 metres high visible for 2 miles.
b.
9 quick flashes every 15 seconds 5 metres high visible for 2 miles.
c.
Quick flashing 9 times every 15 minutes visible for 5 miles 2 metres high.
d.
9 quick flashes every 15 seconds visible for 5 miles 2 metres high.
What is generally agreed to be enough warp/chain used when anchoring overnight in 5m depth of mud/sand
in a sheltered anchorage on a 1 ton 25 foot boat?
a.
5m chain + 7m warp
b.
15m chain
c.
20m warp
d.
All of it
e.
All of the above

If you struggled with any of the questions or you want to expand your knowledge of sailing theory
take the free eLearning courses at International Yacht Training.
https://www.iytworld.com/courses/cours 5 e-types/elearning/

HEAT WAVES 			

BOB MCDAVITT

HEAT WAVES
Looking at the temperature and
relative Humidity measurements
around London on 19 July (Date
in this PredictWind graph is in NZ
time) we can see that they are
inversely related. This is a good
indicator that indeed the hotter
air had arrived from the drier
reaches aloft.

Heathrow airport near London hit 40C on Tue 19 July 2022, a new record.

July London temperatures from visualcrossing.com/weather-history/london
The cause of this heat wave was the movement of air from over the Sahara Desert northwards to the UK
where it descended and warmed “adiabatically” or without transferring heat via evaporation or
condensation. As the air falls it encounters higher pressure and warms by compression. We are familiar with
this effect when pumping air into a tyre, but the physics of this has only been sorted out ~200years ago and
took ~300years to sort out
This is a logical application of the “Ideal gas law” which is a combination of Boyles law (When the temperature
and amount of gas remain constant, the absolute pressure exerted by a given mass of an ideal gas is
inversely proportional to the volume it occupies) and Charles Law (When the pressure on a sample of a
dry gas is held constant, the temperature and the volume will be in direct proportion).
In physics, a “law” is a mathematical formula that fits the observations, not a decree. The gas
molecules that occupy a space just bounce around and do their own thing, bouncing faster when
compressed, and it follows these ‘laws’. Boyles law was published by Robert Boyle, an English
Chemist, in 1662 and Charles law was published by Jacques Charles, a French balloonist, in the 1780s.
The ideal gas law was finally constructed thanks to Amadeo Avogadro, an Italian Count, in 1811 and
to Émile Clapeyron, a French engineer, in 1834.

This coming summer we are
expected to have another La
Nina, like last summer. This
usually
brings
tropical
northeasterly winds to Aotearoa
New Zealand, and these are
moist and produce rising rather
than sinking air, so an initial
forecast is that we may be somewhat protected from heat waves this coming summer (the nearest source of
hot dry air is Australia and only gets to Aotearoa New Zealand in westerly winds).

Finally, a shout out for Gulf Harbour Radio ZMH286 who run a broadcast on shortwave radio at 5:15 pm Mon
to Fri, May to Nov. In this Patricia takes and tracks yacht positions and David relates weather information across
the South Pacific. These broadcasts are archived at www.ghradio.co.nz/live-streaming.html

During July David has also been giving weather lessons:
Lows that form following Highs, see www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XA3ZUvdFAk
The MJO, see www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXuX5tXt1b4
Trade wind surges, see www.youtube.com/watch?v=244713K2nis (on Bastille Day)
Understanding Clouds, see www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1Z3dMgxFnY
So, these files are now available for anyone interested in these topics.
Until next time….. Bob McDavitt

Bob McDavitt is our local weather guru that uses /\/\etBoB to
provide weather information for cruising sailors, primarily for
those in the South Pacific.
Adiabatic descent warming

Robert Boyle

Jacques Charles

NOT A YOTTIE

				

I’ve fully recovered after our Rarotonga holiday.
We made such beautiful family memories. My
next holiday will be in New Zealand with several
friends – it’s still in the planning stage but
looking very exciting with about 3 weeks away
starting in Auckland then a flight to Christchurch
with a 3-night booking, Queenstown – another
3 nights. We’ll be hiring a 12-seat minivan.
Another 3 nights in Wellington and then the
train ride to Auckland.
Just imagine a gaggle of elderly ladies on the
loose!
I’m settled into the Retirement Village in
Kerikeri now, my home is well insulated and
easy to keep warm during the winter with floorto-ceiling double-glazed windows letting in the
heat and light. It’s the right move for me, and
my family are really happy for me.
I’m still driving to Paihia and Opua for my
various club activities plus I’ve joined the
local Waipapa Indoor Bowls Club on Monday
evenings and because of previous competitions
with them I was welcomed as an old friend.
I went on another coach trip this month – to
the Taipa Motor Museum. It’s a great place for
memories, far more than motors.

by JO MOXEY

The big red tractors, about 8 of them and
lots of farm machinery and memorabilia. Old
bicycles, a variety of the old 5 petrol/oil cans,
and Nash cars, most of which seemed to be
registered with the Far North Veteran Car Club.
A 250 B.S.A. Gold Star Motor Bike – sadly in
need of being restored and a Morris Minor –
1958 split windscreen – I took my first driving
lesson in one of those and quickly progressed
to a Wolseley 4/44 and finally to a Jaguar
Mark 7 – what a beautiful car that was with a
gorgeous burr walnut dashboard and leather
upholstery.
Unfortunately, the Waitangi Bowling club has
closed down, so our members have re-located
to various bowling clubs in the area - some to
Kerikeri, Kaikohe and even Kaeo. The indoor
bowls members are still meeting and playing in
the various competitions but some members
have managed to get Covid 19 this month –
the member from another club passed it on
and didn’t know he had it ‘til the following day.
It’s really creepy having this bug loose in the
community and now there’s ‘flu as well!
I don’t know whose great idea it was at the Club
to move the pool table out onto the deck, but
it’s found its rightful place – there’s far more
room around it and leaves good table space in
the club and easier access to the Dartboard –
brilliant! The clubroom has seen a remarkable
improvement during the last year and it’s
continuing with our new Commodore Ian.
Bingo was better this month with holiday
visitors joining in the fun.

Photography Competition
This year OCC are holding a photography competition and inviting entries
from our community to submit photographs to be published in our next
calendar.
For so many years now Opua Cruising Club has been the community hub
where we all come together to share our experiences of living on the bay
and messing around in boats.
Whether seen from sea, land, or air we are looking for photographs that
capture and celebrate your experiences of Opua Cruising Club: the
boating, the people, the sailing, and the destinations.
In whatever way OCC has touched your life, captured
your attention, or intrigued you, we want you to
show us how you have snapped your memorable
moments.
We invite you to go through your camera roll
and look for a photograph, that best shows your
experiences of being part of the Opua Cruising
Club community.

Keep using your masks against Covid and ‘flu, I
hope to see you at the Club.

This competition is for everyday
photographers who use a mobile
phone to capture everyday photos!

Keep well and safe from Jo

And we encourage everyone to enter.

ANSWERS TO QUIZ
1 c. 35
2 b. Ebbing
3. b. False
4. b. 9 quick flashes every 15sec 5m high seen for 2 miles
5. d. All of the above depending on which experienced sailor you happen to be talking to

Entries close on 10th August.
Email your images to nanette.felton@gmail.com by the closing date.
For more information please go to www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz

Please Support our Sponsors

TRADE DIRECTORY
Advertise in Tell Tales
...and be seen by hundreds of people in
the Opua area including all of our email
subscribers every month
Call Sheila on 09 402 6924
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

CUSTOM
CANVAS COVERS
Opua

Marine Trimmer

Spray Dodgers, Biminis, Sail Covers
and Repairs
Ph 021 033 8989

For your
offshore satellite
communications
solution
contact us:
e: sales@wrights.co.nz
ph: 0800 497 444
wrights.co.nz/product-category/iridiums/

09 402 8104

SHIVER ME
TIMBERS .. at Bay

OPUA 2012

of Islands ITM

WE SPECIALISE IN:
Batteries
Solar panels
LED lighting
Stockists of Pratley Adhesives
Marine installation & repairs

we KNOW THE
ROPES to make all

your building projects

PLAIN SAILING
“We’ll see you right”

Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Bafﬁn St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177
www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

OPUA

B OAT BUIL DE RS LT D
ALTERATIONS  REPAIRS
TEAK DECKS  WOODWORK  FIBREGLASS
P 021 236 1721 E opuaboatbuilders@gmail.com
Unit 1, 15 Baffin Street, Opua Marine Park

• New Racing & Cruising Sails • Repairs, Recuts & Alterations
4 Norfolk Place, Kerikeri
T: 09 407 8153 M: 021 786 080
W: www.willissails.co.nz • E: info@willissails.co.nz

0800 328343

Sourced from http://www.linz.govt.nz/

CALENDAR SPONSOR - MARINE ELECTRICS

E-mail address customersupport@linz.govt.nz

Marine Electrics are still
Opua’s only dedicated
electrical service and
supply agent.
We have a team of experts with experience in
all fields of the electrical and electronics trade.
Out retail store also stocks of a wide range of
quality marine brands and products.
Specialists in all aspects of marine electrical
repairs and installations.
Marine Electrics Opua in its current format was
established by Rob and Ruth Walley back in
2012, after they sailed here from South Africa
to call New Zealand their home.
Rob has grown the business from humble
beginnings to what we see today, an established
firm employing 6 people. Rob had always
planned to have this as a short-term venture,
with it being part of a five year plan. Ten years
later he has decided to retire and enjoy a welldeserved break. Rob will be handing over
the reins to a group of the employees who
over the years have helped to make this the
successful and respected enterprise that it is.
We all wish Rob well in his retirement and
hope to have the continuous support of the
boating community that frequent Opua.

✔ Accredited Raymarine repair/warranty
agents
✔ Navico retailer and accredited service
and installation agents (Simrad B&G and
Furuno),
✔ Stockists of marine and automotive
batteries supplied by R&J batteries
including:
Hardcore AGM
US battery deep cycle lead acid
Delkor starting (marine and
automotive)
Full River AGM
✔ We are sellers and installers of all solar
requirements and led lighting specialists.
Email: info@marineelectricsopua.co.nz
Phone: 09-4027177

NEW ZEALAND HYDROGRAPHIC AUTHORITY TIDE PREDICTIONS

OPUA
Lat. 35° 19' S Long. 174° 07' E

AUGUST 2022
N.Z. LOCAL TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS
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0128
0734
1338
1958

0.9
2.3
0.7
2.4

20
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1009
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0.6
2.4
0.6
2.5

16

0429
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TIMES LISTED ARE N.Z. STANDARD TIME
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Monday
1

8

15

22

29

Tuesday

Committee
Meeting

2

9

16

23

30

24

17

10

3

Meat Raffle

Meat Raffle

Meat Raffle

Meat Raffle

Thursday

25

18

11

4

Happy Hour
5-6pm

Happy Hour
5-6pm

Happy Hour
5-6pm

Happy Hour
5-6pm

Friday

August 2022

Wednesday

Darts

Darts

Darts

Darts

31

12

19

26

Saturday

6

13

Sunday

13:00 New World
Winter Series Race 4

Winter Race 3

13:00 New World
2 Sail Series Race 4

20 12:00 RBC

27

Wine, Cheese,
Beer & Sausage
Tasting Evening

Cruises
Catch up

7

14

21

28

