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Advertise in Tell Tales
...and be seen by hundreds of people 
in the Opua area and all of our email 
subscribers every month 

1 year - $330 ($30 per advert)
6 months - $165 
3 months - $110
1 month - $55

Call Sheila on 09 402 6924 
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

On the cover ‘Solitaire’ in WOW 5
Picture supplied by Great Escape Sailing

mailto:secretary%40opuacruisingclub.co.nz?subject=Advertising
mailto:info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz
mailto:secretary%40opuacruisingclub.co.nz?subject=Venue%20Hire
https://www.sailties.net/
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Social
 Bar/Restaurant WINTER hours - Open Wednesday - Sunday - Bar 4.30 - Bistro 5.30
Bingo - Thursdays 9th & 23rd  7pm start.
Quiz - Thursday 16th - 7pm start. Join a team on the night or bring your own.
Darts - Every Wednesday - 7pm
Free Membership draw Bar tab drawn every Thursday
Be in the club with your membership card, if your number is drawn, win a bar tab 
up to $250! If the $250 isn’t won then a new draw starts in addition to drawing the 
original $250 each week till its won!
Free Meat Pack Draw every Thursday Sponsored by First Mortgage Trust.
Meat Packs Supplied by New World Kerikeri.

AGM Tuesday 21st from 7pm
Make sure you subscribe to our weekly emails to get all the latest news.

http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/news-events/newsletter/

Racing
New World Sunday Winter Series
Sunday June 5th & 26th see http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/racing/ for course sheets, 
entry forms etc.

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

BBQ Cruising
June BBQ Cruise 
Saturday June 18th Weather permitting. Keep an eye on our facebook page to see 
where we’ll be heading. We supply the BBQ and beach games, you supply your food, 
drinks and stories. As Vera and Ernesto are heading away fro a while we’ll need vol-
unteers to choose the location, take the bbq out and set up etc. contact Cees on 021 
060 9706 to co-ordinate.

SPOT THE YOT - 
LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK OF TELLTALES, AND WIN! 

No-One spotted the yot last month, 
How to win - 

Email  info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz & let us know in whose advert 
you found the little yacht as well as what you like best about our 

monthly newsletter before June 25th to go in the draw.
We really appreciate the feedback, it lets us know what you value about the 

information we include in Tell Tales every month. 
The winner will be announced in the July issue.

http://www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz/events
http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/news-events/newsletter/
http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/racing/ 
http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/racing/ 
mailto:secretary%40opuacruisingclub.co.nz?subject=Spot%20the%20YOT
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http://www.projectislandsong.co.nz
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Test your crew!!  Test yourself with these five quick questions. 

1. A yacht with 2 masts, the aft one being behind the rudder post is a __?__ rig 
 a. Sloop 
 b. Yawl 
 c. Cutter 
 d. Schooner 
2. Being ‘In Irons’ means that 
 a. The yacht has the wind dead ahead 
 b. The yacht has the wind dead astern 
 c. The anchor is deployed 
 d. None of the above 
3.   Lightning is an electric current and for lightning to exist you first need clouds 
 a. True 
 b. False 
4.   On the Beaufort wind scale, a wind speed of 64+ knots with a wave height over 

14m is a force 12 and is described as a _____ force? 
 a. Strong gale 
 b. Hurricane 
 c. Violent storm 
 d. Storm 
5. Over what length would you expect a vessel 

to be when they show 2 ‘masthead’ white 
lights at night? 

 a. 25m 
 b. 50m 
 c. 75m 
 d. 100m 

 

If you struggled with any of the questions or you want to expand your knowledge of sailing theory 
take the free eLearning courses at International Yacht Training. 
https://www.iytworld.com/courses/course-types/elearning/   

MONTHLY QUIZ

Answers on page 11

http://www.greatescape.co.nz
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5th Annual Great Escape WOW (Women on 
Water) weekend – another successful year

Great Escape WOW is a popular way for women to participate in a sailing event in 
the beautiful Bay of Islands. This year we had ten boats and over 40 women heading 
out for a weekend of unlimited laughter, plenty of sunshine, some serious and some 
not so serious sailing. 

The experience in the 
fleet included round 
the world racers, ocean 
cruisers, coastal and 
inshore sailors, dinghy 
sailors, those with little 
or no sailing experience 
and even a woman who 
had never been on a 
boat before.  Sailors are 
encouraged to stretch 
themselves just a bit, 

for some this means stepping up to the role of skipper for the first time, for others 
completing successful “winch-handle” overboard manoeuvres, for some taking a 
turn at the helm and learning the basics of sail trim is a new challenge.   The objec-
tive is to make is easy for women who want to sail, to come together to share, and 
learn, in a safe, fun, environment.
Friday night we held a welcome event at the Opua Cruising Club, skippers, boats, 
and crews were allocated and we had fun constructing newspaper masts and play-
ing word a game to get to know everyone.  Although, being the 5th Great Escape 
WOW, there was a lot of hugging and greeting of old friends as many of the sailors 
are on their third or fourth or even fifth WOW.  
Saturday morning dawned with clear blue skies and enough wind for sailing.  The 
flotilla nearly all 
got away on time 
then headed 
down the Ve-
ronica Channel, 
through both sets 
of channel marks, 
around Bramp-
ton Buoy and 
Paramena Reef to 
finish up in Otaio 
Bay on Urupu-
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 Maggie in May

Some of crews managed to get up 
early Sunday morning for the meteorite 
shower.  Later we all met ashore later 
in the morning for a walk and chance to 
appreciate the beautiful birdsong on the 
island. (Thanks to Project Island Song’s 
successful mahi)
By late morning anchors were hoisted 

and the flotilla was underway. However, 
the sail home was a little slow and many 
resorted to the iron spinnaker. Singing 

could be heard across the water and a few boats even had dancing on the deck! 
Safely back at the Great Escape Dock in Opua old friends and new friends swapped 
contact details and shared promises to be back again next year. The comments from 
participants shared on Facebook and Instagram illustrate the fun we had.
• “Still buzzing over the amazing weekend we had!!”
• “Such a glorious weekend. WOW in so many ways.”
• “Whoop whoop, thanks Julie for another fabulous WOW weekend.  They 
just keep getting better.”
Thanks to our wonderful sponsors, 
Burnsco Opua and Seaglass Pacifica 
for the WOW prizes.  

Julie Kidman
Director – Great Escape Sailing



8 | Tell Tales

 BOB MCDAVITT    

On a wet winter’s Saturday afternoon when I was a schoolboy growing up in Welling-
ton, with nothing better to do, I started reading an encyclopaedia which our Mum had 
bought for us. Volume one covered A to C and when I came across the Beaufort Scale 
for measuring wind, I became intrigued in all-things weather. This probably triggered 
my career choice even when I was only 11. However, what intrigued me so much was 
the descriptive definition given to Force 10 or storm on the Beaufort Scale. There it 
was in writing from a reliable source that: Storm is “seldom experienced inland. Trees 
uprooted; considerable structural damage occurs.”
I was immediately quizzical. The wind in Wellington that day was storm force, and 
we seemed to be having a gale every week and a storm every month in Wellington 
that winter. In spite of that there was only an odd tree being blown over and nothing 
seemed unusual in our storms.
It wasn’t until I visited other places that I realised that Wellington’s proximity to Cook 
Strait made it a wind funnel and funnelled winds have their own characteristics.
The history of the Beaufort scale is an interesting illustration of how science works…
understanding the pattern of things by observing and analysing. Analysis requires 
numbers. So it was in 1805 that the British navy navigator Francis Beaufort (later Rear 
Admiral, and knighted in 1846) developed a code to help navigators to write in the 
log what the wind force looks like using a scale of observable effects. Before his scale 
the ship’s log was filled with  indeterminate terms and one 
mate’s “stiff breeze” is an- other’s “soft breeze”. Initially 
Beaufort used descriptive terms that applied to a British 
Man-of-war frigate ship sails, such as “just sufficient to give 
steerage”. These ships deploy up to 12 sails and the code 
could indicate how many sails the ship should unfurl, 
hence the Force numbers are from 0 to 12. The important 
thing to note about the Beaufort scale is that the levels 
on the scale are based on in- crements of observable effect.  
In the 1830s the scale became the navy standard. In the first International Meteorologi-
cal Conference in Brussels in 1853 it was adopted as a standard code for all shipping 
and turned into numbers for ease of reporting.
In 1916, to accommodate steamships, the descriptive terms were shifted from effects of 
the wind on sails to effects of the wind on the sea, and a range of knots for each force 
was established. In 1923 the director of the UK Meteorological office added the land 
descriptors. These are the ones I read so quizzically early in the 1960s.
The UK Met office shipping forecast still uses the Beaufort scale, but most marine 
forecasts are now given with the wind speed in knots. Nowadays the accuracy of a 
marine forecast can be around plus or minus 5 knots, and that’s finer than the Beaufort 
scale where for example the speed range for each force is around 8 knots. However the 
definitions used for warning thresholds (Strong, Gale, Storm and Hurricane) are all still 
based of the Beaufort scale.
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Bob McDavitt is our local weather guru that uses  /\/\etBoB to 
provide weather information for cruising sailors, primarily for 

those in the South Pacific.

Here is the Beaufort scale showing the minimum speed in knots for each force (empiri-
cally derived).
Note that it isn’t linear, almost looks like a square graph. It is as if each step up in 
“observable effect” gives more grunt. 

And here is a graph of the square root of those knots
This is more linear (especially after force 4). 

We know that the force of the wind goes up with the square of the speed.so a 20kt 
wind has FOUR TIMES the pressure force of a 10 knot wind. This explains why sail-
ing in a 20knot wind is fun and a 30 knot wind….just a small jump in speed… isn’t 
fun anymore.

BEAUFORT SCALE   

https://metbob.wordpress.com/
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NOT A YOTTIE   

I’m pretty well settled into my lovely little 
house – all boxes are unpacked and there’s 
lots of STUFF that’s going to one of the lo-
cal charity shops. I don’t like being cluttered 
up and now I’m in a tiny house, there just 
isn’t the room. I’ve realized that a lot of my 
belongings are other peoples memories, in-
herited from my husbands’ family and really 
mean nothing to me, so china elephants, 
pretty doillies, copper kettle etc. are all go-
ing. I hope they give pleasure elsewhere. I 
used to work in a charity shop and loved it 
when we had a delivery to sort out – there 
was often stuff that we couldn’t sell or give 
away but there were also lots of treasures.
 I’ve been back to the Cruising 
Club to call Bingo twice recently. Just 5 
people on the fourth Thursday of April 
and not even that number on the second 
Thursday in May, I’ll be away in Raraotonga 
on the fourth Thursday in May. It’s a bit 
disappointing. I did enjoy the company and 
my dinner at the club – the batter on the 
fish is the lightest, reminds me of the fritters 
that I used to make years ago – I don’t make 
them nowadays – far too many calories.
 My knees aren’t so sore now as 
Kerikeri is on the level and walking is very 
easy. Everything is within walking distance 

and I’ve man-
aged to join 
the library 
without any 
hassle. It’s a big 
building with 
an upstairs 
gallery full of 

thousands of books, a real treasure trove and 
really helpful staff. With me being ignorant 
of the system they took me through step by 
step on how to borrow a book.
 I joined some members from the 
Retirement Village to go on a day trip to 
Hokianga and the Manea Footprints. It’s 
an incredible presentation of the history of 
the local Maori families. The stories of how 
and why the history evolved in this area is 
mind blowing. We were taken on an easy 
walk past the beautiful carvings which were 
executed by 4 local carvers. The Theatre 
presentation was spectacular and held a 
few surprises like wind blowing and seats 
shaking and clouds of fog all in the theatre.  
The weather was gorgeous, the scenery 
stunning and the company good. We had 
a snack lunch and the best cup of coffee in 
the café next door overlooking the harbour. 
It was the best day out and I didn’t have to 
organize it!
 I’m now looking forward to my 
trip to Rarotonga. My daughters and I 
have been looking forward to it for 2 years. 
It’s been booked and cancelled a couple of 
times but Covid got in the way. I’ll have to 
find out my Summer clothes and some togs. 
I’ve not been swimming for years so I hope I 
haven’t forgotten, I’m hoping to go snorkel-
ing and I’m assured that there’ll be plenty of 
help to keep me safe.
 Who found the deliberate mistake 
in my last ‘Not a Yottie’?
 
Stay warm and safe from Jo 

ANSWERS TO QUIZ from page 5

1 b.  Yawl        2 a.  The yacht has the wind dead ahead         3. a. True     
   4. b. Hurricane     5. b. 50m
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 TRADE DIRECTORY       

OPUA CRUISING CLUB INC
AGM

21 June 2022 at 7pm
In the Club Rooms

All Full Members are encouraged to attend.
Nominations for Committee positions are invited from 

all interested parties who have been Full Members for one 
year. 

Forms can be sent by Email or collected from Club but 
must reach the Office by

12 noon on the day of the AGM
Contact – Sheila

09 402 6924
Afternoons – 1.00pm to 4.30pm

Please support our sponsors
Without the kind support of all our 

advertisers and sponsors, 
the OCC simply wouldn’t be able to produce this magazine. 

So, please show your support in return, use the products and services advertised 
in Tell Tales whenever possible. Make sure you let them know you found them 

here.
Thanks!

http://www.sparsandrigging.com
http://www.nzyachtservices.co.nz


Tell Tales | 13  

 TRADE DIRECTORY       

OPUA
B O AT B U I L D E R S  LT D

ALTER ATIONS  REPAIRS
TE AK DECKS  WOODWORK  FIBREGL ASS

P 021 236 1721     E opuaboatbuilders@gmail.com
Unit 1, 15 Baffin Street, Opua Marine Park

WE SPECIALISE IN:
Batteries Solar panels

Stockists of Pratley Adhesives

Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Baffi n St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177

www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

OPUA 2012

LED lighting

Marine installation & repairs

 

Yacht & Launch Brokers – NZ Wide Sales  
Valuations – Berthage – Appraisals – Marine Insurance 

Agencies - J Boats & Pescador 35 Launch   Vining Marine Northland 

  Unit 28B Baffin Street, OPUA       www.vinings.co.nz 
            Rob 027 3322535                 robw@viningmarine.co.nz 

CUSTOM 
CANVAS COVERS

Opua

Marine Trimmer
Spray Dodgers, Biminis, Sail Covers 

and Repairs

Ph 021 033 8989

For your 
offshore satellite 
communications 
solution 
contact us:

e: sales@wrights.co.nz
ph: 0800 497 444

wrights.co.nz/product-category/iridiums/

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tVP1zc0TKnMq6wqLLIwYLRSMagwSzFISjRJMrAwSTVONk1OsjKoMDFJTk4zNTIzSE02TDW09BIsSC1KS00uUUhKLE5VyC8oTQQAF7gWYg&q=perfect+base+opua&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNZ953NZ953&oq=perfec&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j46i39i175i199j46i131i433i512j69i61l2j69i65l2j69i61.3951j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:opuaboatbuilders%40gmail.com?subject=Re%3A%20Ad%20in%20OCC%20Tell%20Tales
http://www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz
http://www.tauhara.com
http://www.vinings.co.nz
mailto:southpacificmarinecanvas%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:southpacificmarinecanvas%40gmail.com?subject=
http://wrights.co.nz/product-category/iridiums/
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•  New Racing & Cruising Sails  •  Repairs, Recuts & Alterations
4 Norfolk Place, Kerikeri

T: 09 407 8153      M: 021 786 080
W: www.willissails.co.nz   •   E: info@willissails.co.nz

SHIVER ME 
TIMBERS .. at Bay 
of Islands ITM 

we KNOW THE 
ROPES to make all 
your building projects 

PLAIN SAILING

“We’ll see you right”

https://www.google.com/search?q=Ross+Harold+Sails+Paihia+Road%2C+Opua&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNZ953NZ953&sxsrf=AOaemvJONajsngL3Y9ov7PmS1wAWBxjBlw%3A1630275535854&ei=zwcsYazDM-qJ4-EPhqCteA&oq=Ross+Harold+sails&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAEYADICCCY6CQgAELADEAgQHjoFCCYQsAM6BwgjELACECc6CAgAEAgQBxAeSgQIQRgBUJm9Aliv3AJglugCaAFwAHgAgAHMAYgB3QqSAQUwLjUuMpgBAKABAcgBAsABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
http://www.willissails.co.nz
http://www.mooringsorthland.co.nz
http://www.catermarine.co.nz
http://http://bayofislandsitm.co.nz/
https://www.itm.co.nz/Stores/Bay-of-Islands-ITM-Paihia
https://www.google.com/search?q=richard+tapper+upholstery&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNZ953NZ953&sxsrf=AOaemvJw-W3imuIrzaqcYY5ZDAPROKnmEQ%3A1630275462179&ei=hgcsYZCgCo-I4-EP2OStqAc&gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsyS42y0jOMWC0UjWoMEsxSEo0SU5MNk-2tDA1t7QCChkaJxpaWFokGiYbJxqlJXtJFmUmZyQWpSiUJBYUpBYplBZk5OcUl6QWVQIAq3sZQQ&oq=richard+tapper+uphol&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAEYADIOCC4QgAQQxwEQrwEQkwIyAggmOggIABCABBCwAzoJCAAQsAMQBxAeOhQILhCABBDHARCvARDIAxCwAxCTAjoLCC4QgAQQyAMQsAM6CggAEIAEEIcCEBQ6BQgAEIAEOgQIABBDOgUILhCABDoLCC4QgAQQxwEQrwE6BAguEEM6BggAEBYQHkoFCDgSATFKBAhBGAFQ6DFYp0RgkFNoAXAAeACAAewBiAHfCZIBBTAuMi40mAEAoAEByAEMwAEB&sclient=gws-wiz
https://yellow.co.nz/y/richard-tapper-upholstery-opua
http://www.36degrees.co.nz
http://www.36degrees.co.nz
http://www.seapower.co.nz
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JUNE CALENDAR SPONSOR 

	  

	  

We	  are	  Northlands	  largest	  privately	  owned	  Timber	  and	  Building	  Suppliers	  Merchant	  with	  a	  lot	  of	  local	  and	  industry	  
knowledge,	  along	  with	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  Timber	  and	  Timber	  products	  and	  a	  comprehensive	  range	  of	  Building	  
Hardware.	  	  

At	  Bay	  of	  Islands	  ITM	  we	  are	  passionate	  about	  our	  community	  and	  proudly	  support	  a	  lot	  of	  fabulous	  community	  
events,	  schools,	  groups	  and	  organisations.	  In	  2018	  we	  won	  the	  ITM	  National	  Community	  Sponsorship	  Award	  
something	  our	  Team	  here	  are	  all	  fiercely	  proud	  of.	  

Come	  in	  and	  see	  the	  Team	  and	  let	  us	  know	  what	  your	  Building	  Supplies	  needs	  are	  and	  “We’ll	  see	  you	  right”!	  

	  

	  

http://www.greatescape.co.nz
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http://www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz/events

