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Island Cruising with Viki Moore : Events calendar : Monthly quiz
Bob McDavitt - 2021-2022 Cyclone Season : Spot the ‘Yot’ and win
Trade Directory - Quick Reference guide to local services
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On the cover Opunga Sunset
Picture by Vera

Advertise in Tell Tales

...and be seen by hundreds of people
in the Opua area and all of our email
subscribers every month
1 year - $330 ($30 per advert)
6 months - $165
3 months - $110
1 month - $55
Call Sheila on 09 402 6924
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz
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COMMODORE’S REPORT
Hi all, with daylight saving upon us, it definitely feels like summer is over, and what a
great summer for sailing in the bay, if you like all the easterlies that is. It did not deter
too many from participating in the race series we hold. With great fleet numbers attending, especially the Wednesday night series. A big thanks to David and all his starters for
their time and effort.
The F&P inter club trophy has being reunited with the OCC after an absence of a few
years, thanks to all the boats that raced in these 3 races. It makes a difference to the
points by having more boats as it allows some to help others, for which we must thank
Vertigo, Martin Clarke, and Buzz-Bill Kidman for using their team sailing skills and rules,
allowing others to sail clear and fast to add to the points tally. Without these crews the
result could have easily gone against us. Also thanks to Derek for rattling the boats and
crews along with the course on the last race.
While on racing and the rules, they are there for a reason and we are looking into hosting an evening with some international judges and umpires to explain and answer your
rules enquires, as they are being adjusted and changed regularly and what may have
been right a few years ago is no longer.
Without a doubt Covid has affected us all, our businesses, and also our club, which has
fared a lot better than other clubs and small businesses in the bay area. Much of which
has being down to the hard yards put in by your committee. Which brings me back to
the small business I mentioned earlier, it is my belief that going forward most clubs
are going to struggle if they are not already, but the Opua Cruising Club is in a strong
position to continue to prosper. It needs to keep adapting to the changing demands and
wishes of its members, while still remaining a yacht club, the reality is that our operating costs are forever increasing, therefore the club needs to recoup these costs just to
stay at the level we are, so saying that the committee has suggested that membership
fees next year need to be increased. We are aware that many do not want this, and are
happy to live in the past, but unfortunately that is not the way these days, no matter
how many hours and ideas the committee put into the running of the club, it takes it’s
toll on these members, their families, and business. That could well be the reason many
on this committee are not standing for re-election next season, of which I am one.
While on this committee and another not standing we must all thank Kerry Payne for her
contribution over the years sorting out the publicity, Facebook updates, weekly emails,
and the telltales monthly newsletter, this is no small feat. It will not be until someone
else takes over this role will it be fully appreciated.
Winter sailing is about to kick off, as are the island wanderers heading north, see you
there. I wish everyone great racing and a safe ocean passage.
Sail safe and swift, Boydie.
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WHAT’S ON IN MAY
Social

Bar/Restaurant WINTER hours - Open Wednesday - Sunday - Bar 4.30 - Bistro 5.30
Bingo - Thursdays 12th & 26th 7pm start.
Quiz - Thursday 19th - 7pm start. Join a team on the night or bring your own.
Darts - Every Wednesday - 7pm
Free Membership draw Bar tab drawn every Thursday
Be in the club with your membership card, if your number is drawn, win a bar tab
up to $250! If the $250 isn’t won then a new draw starts in addition to drawing the
original $250 each week till its won!
Free Meat Pack Draw every Thursday Sponsored by First Mortgage Trust.
Meat Packs Supplied by New World Kerikeri.

Prizegiving/End of Season Party Saturday 14th from 7pm

Make sure you subscribe to our weekly emails to get all the latest news.
http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/news-events/newsletter/

Racing

New World Sunday Winter Series
Sunday May 8th & 22nd see http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/racing/ for course sheets,
entry forms etc.

BBQ Cruising

May BBQ Cruise
Saturday May 21st Weather permitting. Keep an eye on our facebook page to see
where we’ll be heading. We supply the BBQ and beach games, you supply your food,
drinks and stories. As Vera and Ernesto are heading away fro a while we’ll need volunteers to choose the location, take the bbq out and set up etc. contact Cees on 021
060 9706 to co-ordinate.

Working Bee
Saturday May 28th Time to spruce the club up and get all those winter jobs done.
Contact Don Hope on 027 595 9543 for more information.
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ISLAND CRUISING NZ
On the 2nd of May 35 vessels on the Island Cruising Pacific Rally are gathering in Opua
before the departure of the Island Cruising Pacific Rally to Fiji. A second departure
leaves at the end of June from Whangarei.
Island Cruising has been running yacht rallies to the Pacific for over 30 years and after a
two year COVID break, they are delighted to once again be setting off on this iconic rally
from Opua.
Island Cruising runs detailed preparation
workshops, helping participants safely
prepare their vessel, their crew and
themselves for the adventures ahead
including working through the Cat 1
Regulations, safety, weather, passage
planning, navigation and more. The
workshops are complimented by webinars, information and discounts from the
generous Island Cruising sponsors.
Participants are also assisted with the mountains of paperwork and other regulations
and requirements for checking out of New Zealand and in to Fiji and New Caledonia, and
they have an extensive CrewSeeker list of people keen to help gain some experience and
assist the vessels on the offshore passage.
The pre-departure week events based at Opua Cruising Club include passage planning,
weather, social gatherings and final preparations and demonstrations from the many
local yachting businesses.
During the passage to Fiji, the rally participants are given daily weather updates from
a professional weather router, and also have tracking from PredictWind and a 20%
discount on their weather subscriptions too. Passage Guardian keeps track of everyone,
and a dedicated shore crew are there to help should there be any problems along the
way.
One of the core Island Cruising values is to make a positive impact on the communities
they visit. The rally participants will be supporting the awesome mahi of the teams from
Days for Girls and Sea Mercy Fiji. Days for Girls are a team of volunteers based here in
New Zealand who make washable, reusable sanitary products for girls. This initiative
enables girls to continue to go to school, reduce stigma, and manage their health with
dignity and comfort. Days for Girls volunteers have made 750 kits that the rally boats
will help to transport up to Fiji, where the team from Sea Mercy Fiji and Days for Girls
Fiji will arrange for the packs to be distributed to the communities.
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On arrival in Fiji, the rally participants are assisted with formalities, and experience a
traditional welcome to Fiji before heading off to explore and cruise at their leisure. They
have a detailed rally guide to give them tips on all the things to see and do while they
are cruising in Fiji too. There are also a number of social events planned throughout
their stay in Fiji, including participating in the Musket Cove Regatta week in September.
Yachties who aren’t sailing up this year are invited to join in the fun and fly up to Fiji
with the Island Cruising group to enjoy regatta week too - please refer to the attached
flyer. You can also follow all the adventures and action on the rally on the Island Cruising
Facebook page.
After exploring Fiji, the rally will head to New Caledonia for a month to visit this exciting
destination before returning to New Zealand via Norfolk Island at the end of October.
With borders reopening, the traditional Island Cruising Pacific Circuit Rally is back on the
cards for 2023, which will visit Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu and New Caledonia as well as other
options including French Polynesia and also up to Japan. Over the summer there will
also be an Australia to New Zealand another South Island Rally which was extremely
popular this year and will include a stop for the SailGP event in Lyttelton.
If you are keen to set sail on a long coastal or offshore passage at some stage in the
future, you are invited to join Island Cruising now for just $95.00 and access all the
members workshops and webinars and discounts to help you get prepared, as well as
being part of this awesome fun community of cruisers and the network of supportive
yacht clubs across New Zealand and the South Pacific.
Island Cruising would particularly like to thank the Opua Cruising Club, Bay of Islands
Marina, Cater Marine, Open Ocean Watermakers, North Sails, Burnsco, Opua General Store, Northland Canvas, Customs and The Ocean
Cruising Club for all their generous support of the rally this year. It is
going to be an incredible event!
VIKI MOORE: +64 21 438 977 EMAIL: info@islandcruising.nz

SPOT THE YOT LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK OF TELLTALES, AND WIN!

Amanda Swan was our winner this month
How to win Scour our newsletter this month to be in the draw to win this great
prize, a dry bag from Burnsco.
Email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz or call us on 09 402 6924 & let
us know in whose advert you found the little yacht as well as what you like
best about our monthly newsletter before May 25th to go in the draw.
We really appreciate the feedback, it lets us know what you value about the
information we include in Tell Tales every month.
The winner will be announced in the June issue.
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Maggie in April
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WEEKEND
BBQ CRUISE
RACING
PICTURES
RACING
PICTURES

Vera Haussman

Hi Everybody,
We loved to organise the Weekend and Day Cruises for the club. But now we have to say
good bye for a while.
We really enjoyed to have you all out in the bay, with all the nice chats, games and walks.
We will miss it, hopefully someone will take over the BBQ Cruise.
We wish you all a nice time
Cheers Vera & Ernesto

See our facebook
page for ALL of the
pictures.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’
the OCC page so
you get all the news
all the time.
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MONTHLY QUIZ

Test your crew!! Test yourself with these five quick questions.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

A _________ fix is used when only one object for a fix is visible. It is obtained from
two separate bearings on the same object, combined with the direction and
distance travelled by the vessel.
a.
One point fix
b.
Moving fix
c.
Running fix
d.
Sailing fix
What is the light pattern for a North cardinal mark at night
a.
Continuous slow flashes
b.
Continuous fast flashes
c.
1 flash every 12 seconds
d.
2 flashes evert 12 seconds
When rescuing/treating a person with hypothermia you should rub or massage the
victim’s extremities
a.
True
b.
False
Which amazing female sailor is currently on her second attempt to circumnavigate
Antarctica to promote awareness of Climate Action Now.
a.
Lisa Simpson
b.
Ellen James
c.
Lisa Blair
d.
Ellen MacArthur

a.
b.
c.
d.

I am altering course to port
I am altering course to starboard
I intend to overtake on your starboard side
I intend to overtake on your port side

If you struggled with any of the questions or you want to expand your knowledge of sailing theory
take the free eLearning courses at International Yacht Training.
https://www.iytworld.com/courses/course-types/elearning/

Answers on page 11
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BOB MCDAVITT
2021-2022 CYCLONE SEASON
The past few months will go into the weather records for several flooding episodes along the
North Islands East coast. First with the remnants of RUBY in December, then with Cyclone
DOVI in February, a tropical intrusion in March and again with Cyclone FILI in April.
This time-latitude diagram for the New Zealand area has been constructed using psl.noaa.gov/
map/time_plot/ and shows the isobaric pressure for each day from Dec to Easter, with Highs
appearing as yellow/orange areas and Lows as blue/white. The orange line shows that the
latitude used by passing highs shifted south until end of February and is now shifting north.
The cyclones’ timings are labelled along with the tropical intrusion on March 21st.

The time-map below, from en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2021-22_South_Pacific_cyclone_season,
shows all the tropical depressions and named cyclones that affected the South Pacific region
during the cyclone season that started on 1 November 2020 and ended on 30 April 2021
Five named storms is below average. 2 directly affected NZ and that’s above average.
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2021-2022 CYCLONE SEASON
Tropical Cyclone Ruby
Peak 110 kph 975hPa
On December 13, Tropical Cyclone Ruby came from Australian waters and moved
southeast across the Tasman Sea. On 14-15 December its remanets brought heavy rain
to parts of NZ
Severe Tropical Cyclone Cody
Peak 95-130 kph 971hpa
From January 5, as a depression, this system brought heavy rain to Fiji. 4,000 people
had to be evacuated. On January 10, a man drowned in Fiji while attempting to cross
a flooding river. On the same day, the system was upgraded to a Category 1 tropical
cyclone Cody.
Severe Tropical Cyclone Dovi
Peak 175 kph 940 hPa
From February 6, a Tropical Low formed west of Vanuatu. By February 9 it was named
as cyclone DOVI. On February 10 Dovi made landfall onto the Isle of Pines in New
Caledonia, where it became slow-moving and intensified, bringing widespread flooding
to parts of Vanuatu and New Caledonia.
On February 13 Dovi made landfall as an extratropical storm in the Waitomo District
in New Zealand’s North Island. Severe weather was felt across much of the island, with
heavy rain causing flooding and slips, and closing Auckland harbour bridge.
A preliminary figure for damage done by Dovi in New Zealand is $44.4million
Tropical Cyclone Eva
Peak 65kph 995hPa
On February 27 EVA was named near New Caledonia. It faded in the north Tasman
Sea in early March.
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Tropical Cyclone Fili
Peak 110kph 977 hPa
On April 3, a tropical depression
started developing well northwest
of Vila. On April 5 it was named
northwest of New Caledonia and
passed by close to their south
coast on 6-7 April. Then on 12-13
April it passed close to the northeast of North Island, hitting East
Coast and Gisborne areas hard.
It is interesting to compare these
cyclones with the passing MJO
(Madden Julian Oscillation)
pulses, shown on this time-longitude plot from NOAA in USA as
blue shading in the OLR (outgoing longwave radiation) anomolies, This diagram shows two MJO
events, one in December triggering RUBY and CODY and
another in April triggering FILI.
Interestingly, DOVI and EVA did
not occur during an MJO.

Bob McDavitt is our local weather guru that uses
/\/\etBoB to provide weather information for
cruising sailors, primarily for those in the South
Pacific.
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RACING PICTURES

Vera Haussman

A selection of pictures from our recent club races.
More on the Opua Cruising Club facebook page

See our facebook
page for ALL of the
pictures.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the
OCC page so you get
all the news all the
time.
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NOT A YOTTIE
I’ve made the move to Kerikeri Retirement
Village and loving it. I’m sure it’s warmer
here than in Opua, but then it is a bit more
inland and this little town house seems
to get the sun all day long. I’ve even got a
garage with a magic zapper that opens the
door, and there’s inside access. No more
stairs! The windows are all double glazed,
and down to the ground in the lounge giving access to a tiny garden which has been
cleverly designed with shrubs and ground
cover plants that the birds love. This is my
last house move and I’m certain that it’s the
right place for me. Two bedrooms – one
to sleep in and the other for my hobbies –
stitching, knitting, sewing etc. and there’s a
glassed over porch – all wheel-chair friendly!
Even the kitchen is planned for wheel-chair
users. No-one knows what our needs might
be in the future, and there’s full support
from the Village administration staff so I
feel very secure and look forward to my new
adventure.
I had a lovely evening with friends
giving me a farewell dinner in Opua and
already I’ve had one of them visit me with a
gorgeous cyclamen with lots of buds so it’ll
be blooming for a long time, and then it

can go in the garden. Another friend had to
have her windscreen repaired in Kerikeri so
came in for a sit in the garden, much nicer
than the repair shops’ waiting room.
I’ve been a member of the Opua
Indoor Bowls club but now I’ll have to join
one of the local clubs in the Kerikeri area.
Our first match is on Monday 2nd May in
Waipapa – I’m so looking forward to the
bowls, it’s been a real nuisance not being
able to play because of covid.
More good news for me – I had
to go to Whangarei hospital for the dreaded
colonoscopy – a check-up after the August
operation to remove a cancerous growth –
and I’m clear of everything nasty, no polyps,
no cancer – it’s all gone and they don’t want
to see me for another 3 years – how amazing
is that?
Even though we’ve all been very
careful about masking up and social distancing, Covid has hit some family members.
I’ve managed to keep clear of it and even
went on a trip to the Medical Research Unit
in Birkenhead. Last year it was a trial for
a new ‘flu vaccine, and this year it’s for a
respiratory vaccine, a 2 year program this
time. They’re worthwhile projects and the
bonus for me is that I’m able to visit family
and friends in Whangaparaoa and Coatesville while I’m down there. A local friend
has joined so now I’ll have company for the
journeys.
		
Keep Safe and well,
from Jo

ANSWERS TO QUIZ from page 10

1 c. Running fix 2 b. Continuous fast flashes 3. b. False
4. c. Lisa Blair 5. b. I am altering course to starboard
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SITUATIONS VACANT AT THE OCC

Support your club AGM in June - many roles available
Publicity - Tasks include • Creating and sending the weekly roundup email using mailchimp.
• Posting news/pictures and events to the club facebook page.
• Creating and distributing the monthly newsletter.
• Creating the annual calendar.
Commodore
Vice-Commodore
Treasurer

TRADE DIRECTORY
Please support our sponsors
Without the kind support of all our
advertisers and sponsors,
the OCC simply wouldn’t be able to produce this magazine.
So, please show your support in return, use the products and services advertised
in Tell Tales whenever possible. Make sure you let them know you found them
here.
Thanks!
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TRADE DIRECTORY
CUSTOM
CANVAS COVERS

For your
offshore satellite
communications
solution
contact us:

Opua

Marine Trimmer

e: sales@wrights.co.nz
ph: 0800 497 444

Spray Dodgers, Biminis, Sail Covers
and Repairs

wrights.co.nz/product-category/iridiums/

Ph 021 033 8989

Yacht & Launch Brokers – NZ Wide Sales
Valuations – Berthage – Appraisals – Marine Insurance
Agencies - J Boats & Pescador 35 Launch

Vining Marine Northland

Unit 28B Baffin Street, OPUA

www.vinings.co.nz

Rob 027 3322535

robw@viningmarine.co.nz

OPUA 2012

WE SPECIALISE IN:
Batteries
Solar panels
LED lighting
Stockists of Pratley Adhesives
Marine installation & repairs
Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Bafﬁn St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177
www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

OPUA

B OAT BUIL DE RS LT D
ALTERATIONS  REPAIRS
TEAK DECKS  WOODWORK  FIBREGLASS
P 021 236 1721 E opuaboatbuilders@gmail.com
Unit 1, 15 Baffin Street, Opua Marine Park
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SHIVER ME
TIMBERS .. at Bay

of Islands ITM

we KNOW THE
ROPES to make all

your building projects

PLAIN SAILING
“We’ll see you right”

• New Racing & Cruising Sails • Repairs, Recuts & Alterations
4 Norfolk Place, Kerikeri
T: 09 407 8153 M: 021 786 080
W: www.willissails.co.nz • E: info@willissails.co.nz
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MAY CALENDAR SPONSOR
May Calendar Sponsor

GREAT ESCAPE
SAILING

WOW Wo
NEW DA

men on W

TES 6th -

ater

8th May

LEARN TO SAIL ADVENTURES
and bareboat charter - Yachts 20' - 31'

WWW.GREATESCAPE.CO.NZ

sail@greatescape.co.nz
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weekend 6-8 May 2022

20

27

Check the online calendar at www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz/events for the latest information on all events

