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On the cover Club Racing
Picture by Vera

Advertise in Tell Tales

...and be seen by hundreds of people
in the Opua area and all of our email
subscribers every month
1 year - $330 ($30 per advert)
6 months - $165
3 months - $110
1 month - $55
Call Sheila on 09 402 6924
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz
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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL
Social

Bar/Restaurant hours - Open 7 days a week - Bar 4.30 - Bistro 5.30
Bingo - Thursdays 14th & 28th 7pm start.
Quiz - Thursday 21st - 7pm start. Join a team on the night or bring your own.
Every Thursday
Bar Tab Membership draw. Be in the club with your membership card, if your number
is drawn, win a bar tab up to $250! If the $250 isn’t won then a new draw starts in
addition to drawing the original $250 each week till its won!
Win a prize every week in the Meat Pack Draw Sponsored by First Mortgage Trust.
Meat Packs Supplied by New World Kerikeri
Make sure you subscribe to our weekly emails to get all the latest news.
http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/news-events/newsletter/

BBQ Cruising

Easter Weekend BBQ Cruise
April 16th-18th Weather permitting.
Keep an eye on our facebook page to see where we’ll be heading.
We supply the BBQ and beach games, you supply your food, drinks and stories.

Cruising Seminars
Coastal and Offshore Cruising April 26th 27th ,28th
Contact John Martin for more details - admin@coastalandoffshorecruising.com
Island Cruising NZ May 2nd, 3rd.
Contact Vicki Moore for more details - info@island cruising.nz
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INFO FOR CRUISERS
We are so lucky in Opua having the resources and
location to be able to welcome and farewell the
annual exodus to the Pacific Islands and beyond.
Now, after 2 years of uncertainty, boats and crew
are once again gathering in our village readying
themselves to set off for warmer climes. You’ll find
a lot of useful information in here from rally info
to suppliers ready to help you prepare your boat
and yourselves for the trip of a lifetime.
Make sure you subscribe to our weekly emails
here http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/news-events/
newsletter/ so you can keep up with local events,
news and offers while you are travelling.
Wrights Marine are ready to help you with all of
your iridium requirements (sales and leasing)
Peter Mott is there for you with Passage Guardian
(Keeping cruisers safe at sea)- find out more at
www.passageguardian.nz.
Island Cruising NZ and the Pacific Circuit rally,
find out more at www.islandcruising.nz
John & Lyn Martin at Coastal and Offshore
Cruising are drawing on their extensive cruising
experience to provide support for cruisers
heading off, including Ocean Tactics and Bula
Rendevous Cruise, find out more at www.
coastalandoffshorecruising.com
OPUA CRUISERS NET Facebook page is a
useful place to buy, sell, swap gear and advice on
the trades and services in the local area as well as
meet up with other cruisers.

Maggie in March
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WEEKEND
BBQ CRUISES
RACING
PICTURES
RACING
PICTURES

Vera Haussman

Hi everybody,
On our end of February BBQ Cruise, we had some rain showers at night time, but still 6
boats joined us. Thanks Brain and Sue for5 bringing some chocolate for dessert. The game
was again great fun and the next day some of us went for a walk on Urapukapuka Island.
The end of March BBQ Cruise we stayed 2 Night and every night 6 boats joined us. It was
nice to catch up with all our friends and have a chat around the BBQ. Ernesto, Patrick and
Pete are the champions of the game again. On Sunday nearly all of us explored the peninsula
of Opunga Cove, you only can walk around at low water. It is on private ground, but there
are some ropes to help find the walk way. Both nights we had a colourful sunset.
It is lovely to meet you out there, hope to see you for the Easter Cruise in April.
Cheers Vera / Ernesto

See our facebook
page for ALL of the
pictures.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’
the OCC page so
you get all the news
all the time.
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MONTHLY QUIZ

Test your crew!! Test yourself with these five quick questions.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Which principle is said to protect the contents/crew of a steel boat from damage
due to a lightning strike?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Tesla’s spark
Alexander’s bell
Faraday’s cage
Thor’s hammer

a.
b.
c.
d.

Drift
Speed
Set
Course

a.
b.

Left hand
Right hand

a.
b.
c.
d.

Mean Low Water
Lowest Astronomical Tide
Mean High Water
Highest Astronomical Tide

a.
b.
c.
d.

Which of these vessels is the give way boat?
Black one – It is the windward boat
White one - It is the Leeward boat
Black one – it is on Port tack
White one – It is on Starboard tack

The speed of a current, or tide is referred to as:-

According to Buys Ballot’s Law, If you standing with your back to the wind, (for the
southern hemisphere) the centre of the Cyclone/Low will be to your:Clearance under bridges, pylons, overhead cables etc on a navigational chart are
measured from:-

If you struggled with any of the questions or you want to expand your knowledge of sailing theory
take the free eLearning courses at International Yacht Training.
https://www.iytworld.com/courses/course-types/elearning/

Answers on page 11
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BOB MCDAVITT’S WEATHER CORNER
Monday 21 March 2022, the day before the autumnal equinox: a tropical downpour was measured at the MetService
weather station on Purerua peninsula, northeast of Kerikeri, with its main deluge occurring between 12:30 and 1:30am
dumping 92mm in an hour, a possible new record.
This graph of the rain in mm/min is from
MetService data at Purerua and shows the
fingerprint of this deluge. Note that 2.5mm per
3.5
3
min is equivalent to 25mm or an inch in 10 minutes.
2.5
In old parlance “an inch of rain” is sufficient to
2
saturate the soil. There is a lot of variability in rain,
1.5
but this can be taken as an estimate of the timing
1
and intensity that reached Opua, with 92mm
0.5
falling in the hour ending 1:30am. NZ gutters are
0
possibly not engineered to drain rain that fast, and
in built-up areas like Auckland the drainage tends
to get clogged with falling leaves in autumn, so
when this narrow rain band reached Auckland soon after dawn it brought flooding. Opua coped better.
23:01
23:12
23:23
23:34
23:45
23:56
00:07
00:18
00:29
00:40
00:51
01:02
01:13
01:24
01:35
01:46
01:57
02:08
02:19
02:30
02:41
02:52

Rainfall(mm/min)

Note that a mm of rain refers to the height over a point. To convert that into weight or volume, multiply it by an area
it may have covered. It’s one litre or 1kg per square metre, or for drainage from a 10mx10m roof that’s 100litres (a
tonne per hectare).

Tropical analysis shown on MetService website for 1pm NZDT 21 March
The weather map shows an inconspicuous looking 999hPa low
slowly making its way northeast across the Tasman Sea on the
western side of a blocking high. The reason for the deluge was
that this low was bringing a squirt of southern-chilled air in to
collide with a large volume of air which had been taken by that
blocking high from the tropics to east of the North Island.
Leading up to the arrival of the rain there was over 12 hours of
near gale Northeast winds due to a bunching up of the isobars
between the high and the low. The deluge came from a narrow
band of thundery showers making where the air around the low
collided with air around the high—the warm/cold front combo
shown in this weather map.
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A TROPICAL DOWNPOUR
Looking closely at the animation of the daily weather maps
(see www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkO3jfcsD1w)
shows frontal details. The TRIPLE POINT is where a cold front
catches up with a warm front and starts producing an occluded
front.
Here is accumulated rain fall map for NZ for the week ending 24
March from MetService with the path of a triple point
showing local 1pm positions on 19-20-21-22 March. The purple
area on the rain map is over 200mm
So, when you see a triple point on a weather map, BEWARE.
Satellite imagery courtesy of Meteo France in New Caledonia
shows the front and low responsible, and its connection with
active clouds in the tropics.
Lightning map courtesy of WeatherWatch on Twitter, plus
MetService radar of the heavy rain when it reached the Auckland
area
Bob McDavitt

Bob McDavitt is our local weather guru that uses /\/\etBoB to provide
weather information for cruising sailors, primarily for those in the South
Pacific.
SPOT THE YOT - LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK OF TELLTALES, AND WIN!
Michelle Ding was our winner this month

How to win -

Scour our newsletter this month to be in the draw to win this great
prize, a dry bag from Burnsco.
Email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz or call us on 09 402 6924 & let us know
whose advert you have found the little yacht in as well as what you like best
about our monthly newsletter before February 25th to go in the draw.
We really appreciate the feedback, it lets us know what you value about the
information we include in Tell Tales every month.
The winner will be announced in the May issue.
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RACING PICTURES

Vera Haussman

A selection of pictures from our recent club races.
More on the Opua Cruising Club facebook page

See our facebook
page for ALL of the
pictures.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the
OCC page so you get
all the news all the
time.
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NOT A YOTTIE
Several friends and myself spend a lot of
time together, we meet on Wednesday and
Friday each week and go out for lunch
or breakfast at least once a month for no
particular reason except that we enjoy
each others’ company. Our most recent
adventure happened this month. We saw
a GrabOne deal in Jet Park Rotorua and
at The Chateau in Tongariro. We saw it
months ago and decided to go for it – we
booked it and had to cancel because of
Covid – not once but three times and
eventually we managed to get a positive
booking with no Covid interruptions.
Brilliant, re-hire the 10 seater van, pack
our cases and away we go taking knitting
and crochet to keep our hands busy. It’s a
long trip and three of us agreed to share
the driving. Jet Park was fine with very few
other patrons. Breakfast was delivered to our
room – fruit, yoghurt, cereal, fruit juice and
plenty of milk, tea and coffee. The dinners
were a really pleasant surprise, a selection
of pizza, fish, burgers lovely salads and the
most delicious battered chips that I’ve ever
tasted. Needless to say it rained a lot but we
all had umbrellas or raincoats for our tour
in Whakarewarewa village and were given

some sweetcorn with butter and salt that
had been cooked in the hotpool. We went
on the Redwoods treetops walk, again it was
a bit damp but well worth the experience
even if our arthritic limbs complained a bit.
We drove round Lake Rotorua
and drove past Government house and
gardens. The next day we went to the Huka
Falls and once again it was raining, then
on to Taupo where we found the biggest
Salvation Army Charity shop so needless to
say we had a few purchases, and then on to
The Chateau and its faded grandeur. With
its lovely 1920’s décor and music as you
book in, it’s so welcoming, The staff couldn’t
have been more helpful when it came to
moving our random selection of cases and
bags to our rooms. A really good selection
for dinner and breakfast beautifully served
up. We were rained off the gondola ride but
it’s certainly on the future to-do list.
I’m on the move again. I was
hoping to stay in the apartment for at least
5 years, but I’m beginning to find that the
19 stairs to get up here are a bit of a trial,
especially when I’ve been shopping and
have a couple of bottles of tonic water plus
groceries to carry up here. I‘ve managed to
secure the right to occupy a 2 bedroomed
townhouse in Kerikeri Retirement village,
right next to New World - so not far to
take my tonic water in future.
		
Keep well and safe
from Jo

1 c. Faraday’s cage effect

ANSWERS TO QUIZ from page 7
2 a. Drift
3. a. Right 4. d. Highest Astronomical Tide
5. c. Black one – it is on Port tack
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SITUATIONS VACANT AT THE OCC

Support your club - Publicity Role
•
•
•
•

The Publicity role is a volunteer position on the committee.
Tasks include Creating and sending the weekly roundup email using mailchimp.
Posting news/pictures and events to the club facebook page.
Creating and distributing the monthly newsletter.
Creating the annual calendar.
If you possess reasonable computer skills or want to upskill, I can help
you get the hang of whichever, or all of these you would like to get
involved with.
Please get in touch

kerrypayne@gmail.com

TRADE DIRECTORY
Please support our sponsors
Without the kind support of all our
advertisers and sponsors,
the OCC simply wouldn’t be able to produce this magazine.
So, please show your support in return, use the products and services advertised
in Tell Tales whenever possible. Make sure you let them know you found them
here.
Thanks!
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TRADE DIRECTORY
CUSTOM
CANVAS COVERS

For your
offshore satellite
communications
solution
contact us:

Opua

Marine Trimmer

e: sales@wrights.co.nz
ph: 0800 497 444

Spray Dodgers, Biminis, Sail Covers
and Repairs

wrights.co.nz/product-category/iridiums/

Ph 021 033 8989

Yacht & Launch Brokers – NZ Wide Sales
Valuations – Berthage – Appraisals – Marine Insurance
Agencies - J Boats & Pescador 35 Launch

Vining Marine Northland

Unit 28B Baffin Street, OPUA

www.vinings.co.nz

Rob 027 3322535

robw@viningmarine.co.nz

OPUA 2012

WE SPECIALISE IN:
Batteries
Solar panels
LED lighting
Stockists of Pratley Adhesives
Marine installation & repairs
Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Bafﬁn St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177
www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

OPUA

B OAT BUIL DE RS LT D
ALTERATIONS  REPAIRS
TEAK DECKS  WOODWORK  FIBREGLASS
P 021 236 1721 E opuaboatbuilders@gmail.com
Unit 1, 15 Baffin Street, Opua Marine Park
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SHIVER ME
TIMBERS .. at Bay

of Islands ITM

we KNOW THE
ROPES to make all

your building projects

PLAIN SAILING
“We’ll see you right”

• New Racing & Cruising Sails • Repairs, Recuts & Alterations
4 Norfolk Place, Kerikeri
T: 09 407 8153 M: 021 786 080
W: www.willissails.co.nz • E: info@willissails.co.nz
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APRIL CALENDAR SPONSOR

PROFESSIONAL WORKMANSHIP, QUALITY PRODUCTS
SAIL WITH CONFIDENCE
Full service, extensive experience & high quality materials are what
sailors have come to expect from NSR Spars and Rigging
Extensive experience
Whether you own a 70ft racing yacht, an offshore cruising yacht or a 14ft dingy, are an
experienced blue water cruiser, a keen racing contender or simply enjoy being out on
the water, NSR provides high quality service and expertise on time, on budget.
With experienced riggers and sparmakers on board who are all are keen boaties,
cruising and racing in club, coastal and off shore races so they understand the stresses
on the rig and boat. Each year they see hundreds of boats so there is not a lot they
haven’t seen
If your mast needs to be un-stepped, it will be transported to our shop where it can be
worked on regardless of the weather and it will be safe and secure. If you’re a DIYer,
no problem, we can provide high quality parts and the proper advice for installation.
High Quality Materials
At NSR, we use only high quality, proven marine grade materials Harken, Sta-Lok,
Navtec, Sea Rig, Anderson, Wichard, Swageturn, Fineline, Tylaska, Antal, Lewmar,
Leisure Furl are just a few of the suppliers we work with. We work with all the major
mast manufacturers, Selden and Sparcraft. NSR is the authorized agent in the Far
North for Selden Masts
Sharing the workshop is sister company NSR Alloy Solutions. We’ve got a full machine
and fabrication shop with licensed stainless steel and aluminium welders, a lathe, press
brake, guillotine, and the ability to take on any project, large or small.
For more information please telephone us on +64 9 402 6280 or
email sales@sparsandrigging.com or find Rob the Rigger in the club after racing!!
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Monday

Weekend BBQ Cruise

Easter Monday

Anzac Day

April 2022

7

8

Thursday

6

Wednesday

5

Tuesday

Friday
1
FUN RACE

4

29

22

15

Good Friday

14

21

13

20

28

12

19

Committee Meeting

26

27

11

18

25

Saturday

Weekend BBQ Cruise

Easter Saturday

2

9

16

23

30

Sunday

15:00 RBC
Northern Hiab Hire
Single-Handed
Race 3 of 3

3

24

17

10

Daylight savings ends

Weekend BBQ Cruise

Easter Sunday

5th Annual 'Women On the Water'
weekend 29/4 - 1/5

For latest calendar updates see www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz/events

