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On the cover:
‘Cluster’ Picture by Vera

Advertise in Tell Tales

...and be seen by hundreds of people
in the Opua area and all of our email
subscribers every month
1 year - $330 ($30 per advert)
6 months - $165
3 months - $110
1 month - $55
Call Sheila on 09 402 6924
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz
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IN THIS MONTH’S EDITION...
This month we have information for cruisers who are planning to sail to the islands or
further afield in the next few months.
Island Cruising NZ have opened registrations for their Pacific Circuit rally, sign up now
at www.islandcruising.nz to get involved in all the seminars and plan your winter island
cruise. See ad on facing page
Peter Mott has re-launched his Passage Guardian (Keeping cruisers safe at sea) website find out more at www.passageguardian.nz.

John & Lyn Martin are
drawing on their extensive
cruising experience to
provide support for cruisers heading off, including
Ocean Tactics and Bula
Rendevous Cruise
Find out more at www.
coastalandoffshorecruising.
com
See details on following
pages
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BBQ
CRUISES
RACING
PICTURES
RACING
PICTURES

Vera Haussman

Hi Everybody
We had a lovely BBQ Cruise, the first night we have been on our own and had a long
walk on Urapukapuka instead. The second night we have chosen Omakiwi bay, because
we thought that someone likes to come with the car, but sorry, Omakiwi has no car excess anymore, all the gates are padlocked. We have been 3 boats out there and we found
a nice sandy spot to have our BBQ.
The next day we had lots of wind to sail back, we got pushed into Opua.
Hope we will see you out there next time
Cheers Vera & Ernesto

See our facebook
page for ALL of the
pictures.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’
the OCC page so
you get all the news
all the time.
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MONTHLY QUIZ

Test your crew!! Test yourself with these five quick questions.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Rigging a line through a series of ___________ gives a mechanical advantage
allowing line under load to be more easily handled.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Shackles
Cleats
Fairleads
Blocks

a.
b.
c.
d.

Altostratus
Altocumulus
Cirrostratus
Cumulonimbus

a.
b.

True
False

a.
b.
c.
d.

Variation
Deviation
Angulation
Demarcation

a.
b.
c.
d.

is the international chart symbol for:
Current vector
Transferred position line
Ground track
Dead reckoning

What clouds belong to the “middle cloud” group (2,000-7,000m). They often have
a “cotton ball-like” appearance with grey undersides. If they occur on a warm
humid morning, it is a sign to expect thunderstorms by late afternoon .

A sea anchor should always be deployed with enough rode to reach the sea
bottom.
The angle between the direction of magnetic north and the direction towards
which the compass actually points.

If you struggled with any of the questions or you want to expand your knowledge of sailing theory
take the free eLearning courses at International Yacht Training.
https://www.iytworld.com/courses/course-types/elearning/

Answers on page 11
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WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Social

Bar/Restaurant hours - Open 7 days a week - Bar 4.30 - Bistro 5.30
Bingo - Thursdays 10th & 24th 7pm start.
Quiz - Thursday 17th - 7pm start. Join a team on the night or bring your own.
Every Thursday
Bar Tab Membership draw. Be in the club with your membership card, if your number
is drawn, win a bar tab up to $250! If the $250 isn’t won then a new draw starts in
addition to drawing the original $250 each week till its won!
Win a prize every week in the Meat Pack Draw Sponsored by First Mortgage Trust.
Meat Packs Supplied by New World Kerikeri
Make sure you subscribe to our weekly emails to get all the latest news.
www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz

Racing

Wednesdays - Burnsco Summer Twilight series 6pm start
Fridays 4th & 18th - NSR Twilight Series 6pm start
Fridays 11th & 25th - Archibald Cars/Doyle Sails Rum Race 5pm start
Sunday 6th Seapower 2 Handed Race 1pm start

Cruising

Weekend BBQ Cruise
March 26th-27th Weather permitting.
Keep an eye on our facebook page to see where we’ll be heading.

Have your party at our place
Did you know the newly updated OCC Clubrooms can be hired for events,
parties, meetings and get-togethers?
Make full use of our spacious, carpeted and enclosed outdoor area.
•
•
•
•

Need a bar & staff?
Need catering?
Want some else to do the cleanup?
Need a special licence for alcohol ?
We can help with all of thatcontact the office ph: 09 402 6924 e: secretary@opuacruisingclub.co.nz
Members discounts on venue hire.
All bookings/events must follow the Government guidelines on gatherings under the
current Covid Protection Framework.
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BOB MCDAVITT’S WEATHER CORNER
La Nina is expected to weaken this autumn
From me this month is a rather boring academic article on La Nina, something to absorb as
Autumn kicks in.
Autumn is usually the season when the El Nino/ La Nina swing tends to occur.
You’ve probably heard about La Nina and how this tropical weather feature modifies New
Zealand’s seasonal weather. To recap: It is the name given to the period when sea surface
temperature over the
eastern equatorial Pacific
drops below normal. As the
trade winds increase, they
drag the sun-warmed
surface water away to the
west and this helps the
upwelling of cooler water
at the north-end of the
Humboldt current. This
encourages the subtropical
ridge to shift south over
New Zealand especially in
summer
Here are the daily averaged
isobars over the NZ
Longitudes 160E to 180 for the main part of summer, from 20south at the top to 50South at the
bottom from Dec 1st to Feb 18th. The largest troughs show around 15 Dec (from TC RUBY) and 3
February (flooding Westport). Rapidly moving lows such as TC DOVI are almost averaged out, but
the passing HIGHS show up as occurring mainly crossing New Zealand. This explains the
predominance of easterly winds over the Bay of islands over the past three months.
The Atmosphere:
We monitor ENSO = El Nino/Southern Oscillation and its impact on the weather map by using.
the Southern Oscillation Index SOI (30 day running mean) This is based on the standardized
difference in the barometer readings between Tahiti and Darwin, in other words it counts the
average number of isobars between them on the weather map. When the SOI is more than plus
one (standard deviation from its mean) for more than a month we call it a LA NINA event, and
when it stays more than minus one,
we call it an EL NINO event.
There was a La Nina that peaked in
Jan 2021, and then this La Nina
episode started last August and
hasn’t been as strong as the last but
is still here. SOI can be seen at
www.farmonlineweather.com.au/climate/indicator_enso.jsp?c=soi&p=weekly
(Note that in this graph on the vertical axis 10=1 standard deviation)
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AUTUMN AND LA NINA
The Ocean:
The parameter used from the ocean is based on
the sea surface temperatures in the equatorial
eastern Pacific and called the Oceanic Nino
Index ONI. This was also in La Nina territory in
2021 and again in summer 2022

ONI chart and Sea temperature anomaly, taken from
www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-status-fcstsweb.pdf
According to the International Research Institute of the Climate Prediction Centre,
at iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/, reviewing many different
models that forecast the future of this La Nina, it is expected to weaken and fade away by May.
Impact on Northland for Autumn
In a word: MOIST.
The residual warmth in the sea is expected to bring noticeably more misty mornings than normal.
Tropics may go through an active period doing mid-March and another during April, increasing
the risk of periods of strong wind and/or heavy rainfall. Between these there should be long dry
periods with a mis of light and moderate winds, great for sailing.
By May the arrival of showery southwest events is expected bringing noticeably cooler
conditions..

Bob McDavitt is our local weather guru that uses /\/\etBoB to provide
weather information for cruising sailors, primarily for those in the
South Pacific.
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RACING PICTURES

Vera Haussman

A selection of pictures from our recent club races.
More on the Opua Cruising Club facebook page

See our facebook
page for ALL of the
pictures.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the
OCC page so you get
all the news all the
time.
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NOT A YOTTIE
Well now, the Ides of March happened early this year! That was an enormous
storm a couple of weeks ago, I had friends
out in the Bay on their yacht and they tell
me that it was the most uncomfortable
night they’d ever spent on board. It wasn’t
too bad in the Marina, just a bit noisy and
it was really good to see that the Harbour
Master was checking all of the berths on the
following morning in his inflatable.
As most of you know by now, I
live in one of the apartments above Burnsco
in the Opua Marina, it’s a lovely place to be
even though I’m ‘not a yottie’, there’s always
something going on. Just over a year ago
the office space beneath me was let so I now
have neighbours. All was peace and quiet
until one morning at 4.30 when I was fast
asleep, the buildings’ fire alarm was set off
and the intercom instructed “Evacuate the
building” followed by a very acute ‘beepbeep-beep’ that was repeated incessantly.
I grabbed my bag and a coat and hurried
down the 19 stairs to see someone waving
a tea towel at the smoke sensor – all to no
avail. I’ve got a ‘switch-off’ button in my
unit if I make a mistake but we couldn’t find
one in their office – I think that’s been

1. d. Blocks

rectified now. At 7.30 a Burnsco employee
arrived and knew exactly where the OFF
button is. Most embarrassing for them and
I’m sure it won’t happen again.
Once again I’m looking after the
hens and greenhouse, but now there’s an automatic watering system so I can’t make the
mistake of emptying the water butts again,
but it’s my responsibility to keep an eye on
the tomatoes and keep them picked. They’re
lovely, and freshly picked they’re so sweet,
but SO prolific, thank goodness for lovely
friends who’ve taken them off my hands. I
don’t cut grass so it’ll be a bit of a mission
when the family come home again, they’re
away for 3 weeks this time and with all of
the rain and warmth the lawns have grown
and grown and so have the passion fruit.
We’ve done really well at the Business Bowls in Russell this month, sponsored
by Ray Whites, Russell once again. It was
really well supported with 16 teams of three
playing on a Thursday evening over 3 weeks.
(Sorry Bingo players). We were rubbish the
first week but got our act together and came
first on the 2nd week and second on the
last week – Cees, Bill and myself were very
proud little bunnies.
I caught up with a few friends in
the Marina Café and had a lovely lunch one
Wednesday and then on Sunday morning we went to Zane Greys in Paihia for
breakfast. Poached eggs and bacon on toast
and a long glass of tonic water (no gin for
breakfast).
Still enjoying the summer weather.
Keep safe and well from Jo

ANSWERS TO QUIZ from page 6
2. b. Altocumulus 3. b. False 4. b. Deviation
5. b. Transferred position line
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SITUATIONS VACANT AT THE OCC

Support your club - Publicity Role
•
•
•
•

The Publicity role is a volunteer position on the committee.
Tasks include Creating and sending the weekly roundup email using mailchimp.
Posting news/pictures and events to the club facebook page.
Creating and distributing the monthly newsletter.
Creating the annual calendar.
If you possess reasonable computer skills or want to upskill, I can help
you get the hang of whichever, or all of these you would like to get
involved with.
Please get in touch

kerrypayne@gmail.com

SPOT THE YOT - LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK OF TELLTALES, AND WIN!
No-one spotted the little yot last month!

How to win -

Scour our newsletter this month to be in the draw to win this great
prize, a dry bag from Burnsco.
Email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz or call us on 09 402 6924 & let us know
whose advert you have found the little yacht in as well as what you like best
about our monthly newsletter before March 25th to go in the draw.
We really appreciate the feedback, it lets us know what you value about the
information we include in Tell Tales every month.
The winner will be announced in the April issue.

TRADE DIRECTORY
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TRADE DIRECTORY
Please support our sponsors
Without the kind support of all our
advertisers and sponsors, the OCC simply
wouldn’t be able to produce this magazine.
So, please show your support in return, use
the products and services advertised in Tell
Tales whenever possible. Make sure you let
them know you found them here.

CUSTOM
CANVAS COVERS
Opua

Marine Trimmer

Spray Dodgers, Biminis, Sail Covers
and Repairs
Ph 021 033 8989

Yacht & Launch Brokers – NZ Wide Sales
Valuations – Berthage – Appraisals – Marine Insurance
Agencies - J Boats & Pescador 35 Launch

Vining Marine Northland

Unit 28B Baffin Street, OPUA

www.vinings.co.nz

Rob 027 3322535

robw@viningmarine.co.nz

OPUA 2012

WE SPECIALISE IN:
Batteries
Solar panels
LED lighting
Stockists of Pratley Adhesives
Marine installation & repairs
Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Bafﬁn St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177
www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

OPUA

B OAT BUIL DE RS LT D
ALTERATIONS  REPAIRS
TEAK DECKS  WOODWORK  FIBREGLASS
P 021 236 1721 E opuaboatbuilders@gmail.com
Unit 1, 15 Baffin Street, Opua Marine Park
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SHIVER ME
TIMBERS .. at Bay

of Islands ITM

we KNOW THE
ROPES to make all

your building projects

PLAIN SAILING
“We’ll see you right”

• New Racing & Cruising Sails • Repairs, Recuts & Alterations
4 Norfolk Place, Kerikeri
T: 09 407 8153 M: 021 786 080
W: www.willissails.co.nz • E: info@willissails.co.nz
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MARCH CALENDAR SPONSOR

0800 228376

ARE YOU BUILDING A BOAT, OR JUST DOING SOME
MAINTENANCE?
Do you need to replace a door latch, or redo all the wiring and plumbing
aboard? Are you planning a fishing trip or a holiday with the family? At
Cater Marine, we stock a wide selection of products for leisure and
commercial yachts and launches from Anchors to Zincs and everything
in between. We also offer dive refills.
We’ll match their price and throw in a little thing called service!
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Monday

7

14

21

28

Tuesday
1

8

15

Committee Meeting

22

29

2

St Patricks Day

Thursday

31

24

17

10

3

4

Rum Race 11 5pm start

25

Friday Twilight Race
11 6pm start

18

Rum Race 10 5pm start

11

Friday Twilight Race
10 6pm start

Friday

March 2022

Wednesday
BURNSCO
Summer Twilight
Series Race 7

9

BURNSCO
Summer Twilight
Series Race 8

16

BURNSCO
Summer Twilight
Series Race 9

23
BURNSCO
Summer Twilight
Series Race 10

30
BURNSCO
Summer Twilight
Series Race 11

Saturday

5

12

26

Sunday

13:00
Seapower 2 Handed
Race 6

Weekend BBQ Cruise

19 12:00 RBC
w/e Race 5
Dave Henderson
Memorial Trophy

6

13

27

20

RBC Hellhole Espresso Overnight Rum Race

Weekend BBQ Cruise

For latest calendar updates see www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz/events

