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Advertise in Tell Tales
...and be seen by hundreds of people 
in the Opua area and all of our email 
subscribers every month 

1 year - $330 ($30 per advert)
6 months - $165 
3 months - $110
1 month - $55

Call Sheila on 09 402 6924 
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

On the cover:  
‘Angry Dragon’  Picture by Vera

https://www.islandcruising.nz/
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A selection of pictures from our club races in December & January
More on the Opua Cruising Club facebook page

Vera Haussman

See our facebook 
page for ALL of the 

pictures.

‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the 
OCC page so you get 

all the news all the 
time.

RACING PICTURES

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=opuacruisingclub&set=a.10159590250393926
https://www.facebook.com/opuacruisingclub
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Test your crew!!  Pour a drink and check out your expertise with these five quick questions. 

1. The bottom of the sail is referred to as the 
 a. Luff 
 b. Leech 
 c. Foot 
 d. Head 
2. … clouds are low clouds (up to 2,000m), grey in colour, cover most of the sky and can 

sometimes look like fog that does not reach the ground.  Mist or drizzle are associated 
with this formation. 

 a. Cumulus 
 b. Cirrus 
 c. Stratus 
 d. Cumulonimbus 
3.   The “boom topping lift” is used to secure the boom in position above deck when the 

mainsail has been furled 
 a. True 
 b. False 
4.   Positions of Longitude are given in either “East” or “West” of Greenwich, London, England 
 a. True 
 b. False 
5. 

This day signal means what? 
 a. A vessel not under command 
 b. A vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre 
 c. Bar’s open come over for a rum 
 d. A vessel constrained by her draught  

 

If you struggled with any of the questions or you want to expand your knowledge of sailing theory 
take the free eLearning courses at International Yacht Training. 
https://www.iytworld.com/courses/course-types/elearning/   

MONTHLY QUIZ

Answers on page 11

http://www.greatescape.co.nz
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Social
 Bar/Restaurant hours - Open 7 days a week - Bar 4.30 - Bistro 5.30

Bingo - Thursdays 10th & 24th  7pm start.
Quiz - Thursday 17th - 7pm start. Join a team on the night or bring your own.
Every Thursday
Bar Tab Membership draw. Be in the club with your membership card, if your number 
is drawn, win a bar tab up to $250! If the $250 isn’t won then a new draw starts in 
addition to drawing the original $250 each week till its won!
Win a prize every week in the Meat Pack Draw Sponsored by First Mortgage Trust.
Meat Packs Supplied by New World Kerikeri

Make sure you subscribe to our weekly emails to get all the latest news.
www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz

Racing
Wednesdays - Burnsco Summer Twilight series 6pm start
Fridays 4th & 18th - NSR Twilight Series 6pm start
Fridays 11th & 25th - Archibald Cars/Doyle Sails Rum Race 5pm start
Sunday 13th Seapower 2 Handed Race 1pm start

Cruising
Weekend BBQ Cruise 
February 26th-27th Weather permitting. 
Keep an eye on our facebook page to see where we’ll be heading.

WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY

Have your party at our place
Did you know the newly updated OCC Clubrooms can be hired for events, 

parties, meetings and get-togethers?
Make full use of our spacious, carpeted and enclosed outdoor area.

• Need a bar & staff?
• Need catering?
• Want some else to do the cleanup?
• Need a special licence for alcohol ?
     We can help with all of that- 

contact the office ph: 09 402 6924 e: secretary@opuacruisingclub.co.nz
Members discounts on venue hire.

All bookings/events must follow the Government guidelines on gatherings under the 
current Covid Protection Framework.
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Happy New Year Everybody,
thanks for joining our Christmas BBQ Cruise, it was the perfect Christmas weather and we 
just won the Meat pack, so lots for the BBQ. We had some newcomers joining us for both 
nights. The first night we had some youngster bringing a guitar a shore, so we had a lovely 
sunset with music and singing. Pete and Bee were beating Ernesto in the game.
And Pete had another toy the boys loved: a drone so they had something else to play with.
The Seagulls try to get some food and as well landed on the BBQ, lucky it was already cold 
enough. We saw a brown teal/pateke, just came on the beach.
Did some walks, Urapukapuka is always good for that and for New Year’s eve everybody had 
different plans, we went up to Whangaroa to have some days on our own.
Join us for the next BBQ Cruise, everybody is welcome. Happy New Year Vera & Ernesto

See our facebook 
page for ALL of the 

pictures.

‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ 
the OCC page so 

you get all the news 
all the time.

RACING PICTURESRACING PICTURES BBQ CRUISES Vera Haussman

https://www.facebook.com/opuacruisingclub/
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 BOB MCDAVITT’S WEATHER CORNER

LAST YEAR’S WEATHER IN RETROSPECT:  
HOT, DRY START, WET MIDDLE.

NIWA have reported that 2021 was this 
country’s warmest year on record, with 
26% of the days below average, 19% 
near average, and 55% above average.  
The barometer readings were above 
normal over the North and below over 
the South aiding more easterly winds 
for Bay of Islands. 

 
Acknowledgment to niwa.co.nz/climate/sum-
maries/annual-climate-summary-2021

Acknowledgment to niwa.co.nz/climate/summaries/annual-climate-summary-2021
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Bob McDavitt is our local weather guru that uses  /\/\etBoB to provide 
weather information for cruising sailors, primarily for those in the 

South Pacific.

SUMMER: There were extended dry periods over the North Island as a LA 
NINA eased. Temporary water restrictions in Northland, Auckland, Wairarapa 
and Hastings. 
AUTUMN: Long warm dry spells interspersed by bursts of heavy rain. Chilly 
nights.
Canterbury flooded at end of May 
WINTER: warmest on record, fewer cold fronts, more northerlies bringing rain 
from the tropics. A damaging Tornado over South Auckland on 19 June. In 
mid-July a four-day event brought heavy rain to Westland/Nelson/Wellington, 
so that the Buller River flow rate set a new national record. Estimated insurance 
payouts for this event were over $130NZmillion.
SPRING: Warm northeasterlies as LA NINA returned. 
In DECEMBER: The strongest Marine Heat Wave in forty years hit Northland.

And for the remainder of this Summer: La NINA conditions should encourage 
more northeasterly winds, periods of hot humidity, and continuing marine heat 
waves.
With long dry periods and brief tropical intrusions, rainfall may average out.

RETROSPECTIVE - 2021 WEATHER

https://metbob.wordpress.com/
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A selection of pictures from our club races in December & January. 
More on the Opua Cruising Club facebook page

Vera Haussman

See our facebook 
page for ALL of the 

pictures.

‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the 
OCC page so you get 

all the news all the 
time.

RACING PICTURES

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=opuacruisingclub&set=a.10159590250393926
https://www.facebook.com/opuacruisingclub
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NOT A YOTTIE   

 I was so pleased to be able to visit 
my daughter and son-in-law in Auckland 
after their 103 days lock-down. They just 
got used to that way of life and were able 
to travel widely around Auckland but not 
across the boundaries. They managed to 
keep in touch and catch up with friends – 
albeit with masks and social distancing.
 Summer started at the beginning 
of December and it’s still really warm – 
we’re so lucky and the holiday makers have 
been able to come to Northland and share 
our little bit of Paradise. January is coming 
to a close now and ‘though it’s still warm it’s 
also raining! We had a couple of days of nice 
soft rain which went gently into the ground 
and then the heavens opened, lots of heavy 
rain and wind and even thunderstorms – re-
ally exiting!!
 My local family were able to get 
away on their boat for a couple of weekends 
which left me in charge of the chickens, 
they’re delightful little individuals and there 
really is a pecking order and they laid lots 
of eggs which were appreciated by friends 
– I couldn’t managed them all. Then there 
was the greenhouse, that’s another story! It 
needed to be watered on a daily basis and 
having tank water saved. I was supposed to 

turn it on for a while so they had a drink 
and then turn it off again. It really wasn’t 
a problem until I forgot to turn it off and 
emptied the tank. My son-in-law is very 
forgiving so we’re still good friends and the 
bonus is that it has rained and topped up 
the tanks.
 A friend sold her yacht last year 
and let her berth in Opua while she was 
looking to buy another one. Finding the 
boat she really wanted turned out to be a 
bit of a mission but eventually she found 
and bought it. But now her berth would be 
occupied ‘til the end of January, we were 
so pleased to see her bringing her new toy 
in on the same day that several friends had 
lunch at the Cruising Club on Wednesday 
afternoon and watched her motor in.
 Before coming to Opua I lived 
in Whangaparaoa for several years and got 
to know lots of lovely people there. One of 
the nicest crowd was the local garden club, 
we had close on a 100 members and I’m 
still in touch with lots of them. One of our 
members Beryl, moved to Wattle Down, 
south of Auckland a few years ago to live 
her younger sister. Since I moved here she’s 
been to visit me with another friend and I 
visited her when I went south. She’d been 
unwell for months and a couple of weeks 
ago I had a call from Beryls’ sister to say that 
she had passed away.  I went to her funeral/
memorial service and it was so personal to 
her. She’d already been cremated and her 
ashes were in a lovely little wooden casket, 
and being a gardener her casket was put into 
a wheelbarrow full of gorgeous flowers and 
wheeled to the family grave to be laid to 
rest with her family. It was an unusual and 
beautiful service.

Happy New Year, and Keep Safe from Jo.
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 Maggie -  All about 
Summer, Beach & Christmas 

ANSWERS TO QUIZ from page 4
1 c. Foot        2 b. Cirrus        3. a.True        4. a.True

5. b. A vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre

SPOT THE YOT - LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK OF TELLTALES, AND WIN! 
Guy Chester was our winner this month 

How to win - 
Scour our newsletter this month to be in the draw to win this great 

prize, a dry bag from Burnsco.
Email  info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz or call us on 09 402 6924 & let us know 
whose advert you have found the little yacht in as well as what you like best 

about our monthly newsletter before February 25th to go in the draw.
We really appreciate the feedback, it lets us know what you value about the 

information we include in Tell Tales every month. 
The winner will be announced in the March issue.
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Bar Manager/Bar Staff required
• Both full time and part time opportunities

Great working environment in the Bay with fantastic club members and visitors.

About You
• A valid duty manager certificate - preferred - but not mandatory
• Hospitality/Bar experience
• Able to work evenings, weekends and public holidays (if required)
• Self starter and comfortable working on your own
• Good communication skills

If this sounds like you we would love to hear from you

Apply by emailing your CV to secretary@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

 TRADE DIRECTORY       

SITUATIONS VACANT AT THE OCC       

Help Needed - Publicity Role
The Publicity role is a volunteer position on the committee.

Tasks include - 
Creating and sending the weekly roundup email using mailchimp.

Posting news/pictures and events to the club facebook page.
Creating and distributing the monthly newsletter.

Creating the annual calendar.
If you possess reasonable computer skills or want to upskill I can help you get the hang of 

whichever or all of these you would like to get involved with.
Please get in touch

kerrypayne@gmail.com

http://www.sparsandrigging.com
http://www.nzyachtservices.co.nz
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 TRADE DIRECTORY       

OPUA
B O AT B U I L D E R S  LT D

ALTER ATIONS  REPAIRS
TE AK DECKS  WOODWORK  FIBREGL ASS

P 021 236 1721     E opuaboatbuilders@gmail.com
Unit 1, 15 Baffin Street, Opua Marine Park

WE SPECIALISE IN:
Batteries Solar panels

Stockists of Pratley Adhesives

Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Baffi n St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177

www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

OPUA 2012

LED lighting

Marine installation & repairs

 

Yacht & Launch Brokers – NZ Wide Sales  
Valuations – Berthage – Appraisals – Marine Insurance 

Agencies - J Boats & Pescador 35 Launch   Vining Marine Northland 

  Unit 28B Baffin Street, OPUA       www.vinings.co.nz 
            Rob 027 3322535                 robw@viningmarine.co.nz 

CUSTOM 
CANVAS COVERS

Opua

Marine Trimmer
Spray Dodgers, Biminis, Sail Covers 

and Repairs

Ph 021 033 8989

Please support our sponsors
Without the kind support of all our 

advertisers and sponsors, the OCC simply 
wouldn’t be able to produce this magazine. 
So, please show your support in return, use 
the products and services advertised in Tell 
Tales whenever possible. Make sure you let 

them know you found them here.

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tVP1zc0TKnMq6wqLLIwYLRSMagwSzFISjRJMrAwSTVONk1OsjKoMDFJTk4zNTIzSE02TDW09BIsSC1KS00uUUhKLE5VyC8oTQQAF7gWYg&q=perfect+base+opua&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNZ953NZ953&oq=perfec&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j46i39i175i199j46i131i433i512j69i61l2j69i65l2j69i61.3951j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:opuaboatbuilders%40gmail.com?subject=Re%3A%20Ad%20in%20OCC%20Tell%20Tales
http://www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz
http://www.tauhara.com
http://www.vinings.co.nz
mailto:southpacificmarinecanvas%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:southpacificmarinecanvas%40gmail.com?subject=
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•  New Racing & Cruising Sails  •  Repairs, Recuts & Alterations
4 Norfolk Place, Kerikeri

T: 09 407 8153      M: 021 786 080
W: www.willissails.co.nz   •   E: info@willissails.co.nz

SHIVER ME 
TIMBERS .. at Bay 
of Islands ITM 

we KNOW THE 
ROPES to make all 
your building projects 

PLAIN SAILING

“We’ll see you right”

https://www.google.com/search?q=Ross+Harold+Sails+Paihia+Road%2C+Opua&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNZ953NZ953&sxsrf=AOaemvJONajsngL3Y9ov7PmS1wAWBxjBlw%3A1630275535854&ei=zwcsYazDM-qJ4-EPhqCteA&oq=Ross+Harold+sails&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAEYADICCCY6CQgAELADEAgQHjoFCCYQsAM6BwgjELACECc6CAgAEAgQBxAeSgQIQRgBUJm9Aliv3AJglugCaAFwAHgAgAHMAYgB3QqSAQUwLjUuMpgBAKABAcgBAsABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
http://www.willissails.co.nz
http://www.mooringsorthland.co.nz
http://www.catermarine.co.nz
http://http://bayofislandsitm.co.nz/
https://www.itm.co.nz/Stores/Bay-of-Islands-ITM-Paihia
https://www.google.com/search?q=richard+tapper+upholstery&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNZ953NZ953&sxsrf=AOaemvJw-W3imuIrzaqcYY5ZDAPROKnmEQ%3A1630275462179&ei=hgcsYZCgCo-I4-EP2OStqAc&gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsyS42y0jOMWC0UjWoMEsxSEo0SU5MNk-2tDA1t7QCChkaJxpaWFokGiYbJxqlJXtJFmUmZyQWpSiUJBYUpBYplBZk5OcUl6QWVQIAq3sZQQ&oq=richard+tapper+uphol&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAEYADIOCC4QgAQQxwEQrwEQkwIyAggmOggIABCABBCwAzoJCAAQsAMQBxAeOhQILhCABBDHARCvARDIAxCwAxCTAjoLCC4QgAQQyAMQsAM6CggAEIAEEIcCEBQ6BQgAEIAEOgQIABBDOgUILhCABDoLCC4QgAQQxwEQrwE6BAguEEM6BggAEBYQHkoFCDgSATFKBAhBGAFQ6DFYp0RgkFNoAXAAeACAAewBiAHfCZIBBTAuMi40mAEAoAEByAEMwAEB&sclient=gws-wiz
https://yellow.co.nz/y/richard-tapper-upholstery-opua
http://www.36degrees.co.nz
http://www.36degrees.co.nz
http://www.seapower.co.nz
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR SPONSOR 

15 Baffin Street, Opua www.seapower.co.nz 09 402 8820 
 

 

 
 

Seapower’s personnel are qualified and skilled marine technicians who share a 
commitment to the highest standard of workmanship and care. Our team 
appreciate the importance of reliable equipment and the fundamental impact 
this has on an enjoyable and safe boating experience. All makes & Models. 

 

        We can assist with: 
• Mechanical installation, service & repair                                       
• Electrical – AC & DC (12 & 240V) 
• Outboard service & repair 
• Timber, Plywood & Fibreglass boat repairs 
• Engines & Generators     
• Refit project management 
• Gearboxes 
• Propellers & drive shafts 
• Steering systems 
• Fuel systems 
• Electronic equipment 
• Water breakdown & towing assistance 
• Stock a wide range of marine parts & consumables  

http://www.seapower.co.nz
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