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Advertise in Tell Tales
...and be seen by hundreds of people in 
the Opua area and all of our email sub-
scribers every month 

1 year - $300 ($25 per advert)
6 months - $150 
3 months - $100
1 month - $50

Call Sheila on 09 402 6924 
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

On the cover:
Captain Anne at the helm of “Alice Ambler’ during 

Auckland-Tauranga Race.

Editor’s Note

We’ve got a bit of a female centric issue this month, a great writeup with 
photos from the 4th annual WOW weekend, we had some truly gorgeous 
sailing weather. There’s also a narrative of the voyage of the ‘Alice Ambler’ 
the first all female crew to compete in the recent  Auckland-Tauranga race.

Continuing the theme, Elana Connor is still collecting donations for her 
recently completed voyage as she sailed a figue 8 around New Zealand, 
raising money for the charity Voyce who will use it to help kids in care to 
get onto the tall ship ‘Spirit of New Zealand’ for one of their amazing 10 
day voyages. Read about her trip here  - > https://voyce.org.nz/voyage/ and 
donate to her givelittle page here - > https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/voyage-
for-voyce.

THE AGM IS COMING UP. 
We have nomination forms in the ckub if youd like to nominate or be 

nominated for any club committee postions, we’re always looking for extra 
hands to help with events and general stuff.

    
    Chur, Kerry
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SPOT THE YOT - LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK OF TELLTALES, AND WIN! 
No-one spotted the YOT in last month’s edition! 

How to win - 
Scour our newsletter this month to be in the draw to win this great prize, a dry 

bag from Burnsco.
Email  info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz or call us on 09 402 6924 & let us know 
whose advert you have found the little yacht in as well as what you like best 

about our monthly newsletter before June 25th to go in the draw.
We really appreciate the feedback, it lets us know what you value about 

the information we include in Tell Tales every month. 
The winner will be announced in the June issue.

  COMMODORE’S REPORT Chris Williams

Welcome back 

As some may have noticed the club is getting a mini makeover. We 
are putting some effort into creating a space that is warm, inviting 
and are proud to bring their friends and family to. It has been a 
long time since our building has had a makeover so we were long 
overdue. I feel that we are getting there and a huge thanks to Peter, 
Jilly, Don and all the volunteers for the countless hours they have 
put in. At this stage there are a few more lights to go up and some 
new clears and some replacement furniture and we will be all done.  Awesome work guys. 

Peter has been busy and has found us a new sponsor ‘First Mortgage Trust’ They will be 
sponsoring the weekly meat packs provided by Kerikeri New World, another of our new race 
sponsors for the membership draw and providing prizes for a few of the upcoming winter 
races. 

Again we are at the pointy end of the year with the AGM rapidly approaching. So save the 
date, Tuesday the 22nd of June. I strongly encourage all members to attend and be part of 
any discussion and/or volunteer to be on next year’s committee. There will be a few new 
proposals put forward so if you’re not there to have your say …. tough bikkies.  

As this will be my last report I would like to thank the Committee for all their hard work 
and support over the past couple of years, and what a strange couple of years it has been. I 
know that being on the committee is challenging at times and a lot of personal time spent 
organising/maintaining and running our club. It has been a great experience for myself and 
I have enjoyed being part of such a diverse bunch of people all with a vested interest in the 
same thing. We have certainly been through a few challenging events over the past few years 
but we have managed to stick together and just get on with it. Without volunteers like you 
all there would be no club. 

Cheers Chris
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Answers on Page 11

 

Test your crew!!  Pour a drink and check out your expertise with these five quick questions. 

1. The closest to the wind a boat can efficiently sail is about 40 degrees either side of the 
wind’s direction. Inside this angle is known as the ….. 

 a. Broad reach zone 
 b. Beam reach zone 
 c. Running zone 
 d. No go zone 
2. This term describes when the wind is blowing directly from astern and the sails are all the 

wat out….. 
 a. Running before the wind 
 b. Running 
 c. Dead run 
 d. All of the above  
3.   Rigging a line through a series of ………… gives a mechanical advantage allowing a line 

under load to be more easily handled 
 a. Shackles 
 b. Cleats 
 c. Fairleads 
 d. Blocks 
4.   The  ‘Topping lift’ is used to secure the boom in position above deck when the mainsail 

has been furled. 
 a. true 
 b. False 
5. 

 Which side of the navigation mark is it safe to pass? 
 a. North 
 b. South 
 c. East  
 d. West 

 

If you struggled with any of the questions or you want to expand your knowledge of sailing theory 
take the free eLearning courses at International Yacht Training. 
https://www.iytworld.com/courses/course-types/elearning/  
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Cruising
WEEKEND BBQ CRUISE  
19 June Lunchtime BBQ Cruise   weather permitting. 
Keep an eye on our facebook page to see where we’ll be heading.

Social
 Bar/restauarant is now operating on winter hours - wednesday - sunday 4.30- 

Bingo with Jo - Thursdays 10th & 24th 7pm start.
darts  - Wednesdays from 7pm
Quiz - Thursday 17th, - 7pm start. Join a team on the night or bring your own.
Weekly MeMBership draw - Every Thursday from 5.30-7pm
be in the club with your membership card, if your number is drawn, win a bar tab up 
to $500! 
Coming soon, Win a prize every week in the Membership Draw, subscribe to our week-
ly emails to keep up with the happenings

Make sure you subscribe to our weekly emails to get all the latest news.
www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz

Racing
total yacht care Ladies Championship Trophy has been rescheduled due to 
adverse weather on the 17th January Check with  Race Officer David Krebs for the 
new date.
new world Sunday Series. Alternating the 2 sail (no extras) and spinnaker series. 
Check the calendar for more details.

HAppy Birthday Maggie on 17 June
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WOW #4
Julie Kidman

The weather gods smiled on us this year with 
near perfect conditions for the fourth annual 
WOW (Women on Water) sailing rally in the 
Bay of Islands.  
As usual we commenced on Friday night at 
the club.  This is our chance to reconnect with 
old and new sailing friends, confirm the boats, 
skippers, and crews.  We always try to include 
an education element and this year we had 
Elana Connor (AKA Peregrina Sails) share her 
story.  One of her key messages to the crews 
was that anything is possible, she only started 
sailing seven years ago but has sailed solo from 
her home in California to New Zealand.  She 
has also just completed a solo figure 8 voyage 
around Aotearoa New Zealand to raise funds 
for VOYCE – Whakarongo Mai, enabling 
the creation of a new scholarship program for 
youth in foster care to attend the 10-day youth 
development journeys aboard the Spirit of New 
Zealand tall ship.  Great Escape and the WOW 
sailors jumped on board and we raised over 
$1,400 to help with this cause.
Saturday morning we departed Great Escape dock, nearly on time!  We had a fun sail to 
Waewaetorea Passage, our selected anchorage, rounding Brampton Buoy and Paramena 
Reef as turning points to make the sail a bit more challenging.  Crews also had to complete 
a “Women in Sailing” quiz enroute and provide an accurate ETA in their trip report.  We 
almost totally dominated our anchorage and after successfully setting our anchors crews 
headed ashore for shared feast, there was no shortage of excellent food.  
Sunday was a different challenge for some of the sailors, we headed across to Waewatorea 
Island and the brave ones completed the cave swim, whilst others enjoyed the walk ashore 
or even a lie in the sun.  We had gloriously warm late summer conditions, an opportunity to 
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The sail home was uneventful, conditions 
were quite light so at least one boat resorted 
to the iron spinnaker for some of the passage.  
As we packed up the boats and shared final 
goodbye hugs, already planning to attend next 
year’s event, these comments from the sailors 
summed up our experience; 
“…what a WOW weekend. I exceeded my 
self-confidence thanks to all these experiences, 
challenges and all the sailing in between.”  
“WOW!! What an incredible trip, awesome 
women, and unforgettable memories!!”
Thank you to Great Escape crew for the boats, 
organising, and hosting the event, Opua Cruis-
ing Club for welcoming our sailors Friday 
night, Opua Burnsco, Kaikohe Orrs Pharmacy, 
and Perfect Base Accomodation for some great 
prizes.  
Next year’s event will commence Friday 29th 
April 2022. Information will be posted on 
the Great Escape Facebook Page https://www.
facebook.com/GreatEscapeSailingBayofIslands 
.  We look forward to welcoming you aboard.
Julie Kidman – Great Escape sailing

BBQ Cruise

We are starting now with the day cruises. Last Summer Weekend Cruise we had 
from Sunday to Monday on the Anzac weekend,
but only 2 boats came out. So we had our BBQ on Patricks boat and the next 
day a lovely walk around Moturua Island and enough wind to sail back.
In May our plan was to have a Lunchtime BBQ on the 22, but the weather fore-
cast was so bad, that we had to cancel it and that was a good decision.
Hope we have good weather for the next one on the 19th of June and we will 
see you all out there, we will choose a close by beach.

Cheers, Vera & Ernesto
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 BOB MCDAVITT’S WEATHER CORNER
The 2020-2021 Season (from Wikipedia)
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020-21_South_Pacific_cyclone_season)
This time-map shows the cyclones that affected the South pacific region during the 
cyclone season that started on 1 November 2020 and ended on 30 April 2021

 
 On December 8, a disturbance formed near Fiji, starting the 2020–21 South Pacific 
Ocean cyclone season, it gradually intensified into a depression and attained a tropical 
storm status according to JTWC. It reached at the maximum 10 minutes sustained wind 
speed of 55 km/h (35 mph) and minimum pressure of 1000 mb (29.53 inHg). Another 
disturbance formed near the existing 01F and rapidly intensified into a depression. It 
hampered the system intensification due to a brief interaction with Tropical Depression 
01F. Following the same day, another disturbance formed and intensified into a depres-
sion the next day. 01F became a remnant low and was absorbed by Tropical Depression 
02F. On December 13, 15:00 UTC, 02F intensified into a Category 1 tropical cyclone, 
giving it the name Yasa. It quickly strengthened into a Category 5 tropical cyclone before 
impacting Fiji. 03F intensified into Category 1 tropical cyclone Zazu, strengthening to 
Category 2. Yasa became the most intense tropical cyclone of 2020, surpassing Goni with 
a minimum barometric pressure of 899 mb (26.55 inHg) and a maximum wind speed of 
250 km/h (155 mph). It was also the fourth most intense South Pacific tropical cyclone in 
terms of pressure after Winston, Zoe, and Pam. Yasa caused heavy damage in and four 
deaths in Fiji. It then became extratropical on December 20.
After all that, things remained quiet for a while until activity picked up in late January. 
Four depressions formed within a few days of each other, with two becoming named, 
Ana and Bina. Ana became a Category 3 tropical cyclone struck Fiji like Yasa did and 
caused damage in the island nation. Bina was a short-lived storm that affected Fiji and 
Vanuatu. Then, on February 1, Lucas entered the basin form the Australian region. It 
peaked as a Category 2 tropical cyclone and affected the Loyalty Islands. Afterward, 
another depression formed.

Bob McDavitt is our local weather guru that uses
 /\/\etBoB to provide weather information for cruising sailors, 

primarily for those in the South Pacific.
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Another pause of inactivity ensued again, with only a small disturbance forming, in late 
February. However, in early March, Niran entered the basin from the Australian region as 
a Category 5 severe tropical cyclone. It passed close to New Caledonia before becoming 
extratropical north of New Zealand. The basin became quiet once again until a distur-
bance formed on April 9, strengthening into a depression later.

It is interesting to compare these cyclone clusters with the passing MJO (Madden Julian 
Oscillation) pulses, shown here as blue zones in the OLR (outgoing longwave radiation) 
anomolies, from www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/mjoupdate.pdf

This diagram shows that, during the cyclone season, when the MJO pulse arrives in our 
part of the world (150E to 180) there is a tendency for tropical cyclones to be triggered. It 
is just a tendency – it doesn’t always work, and sometimes cyclones can form without the 
MJO, but it is a useful indicator. 

 Bob McDavitt
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GIRL TIME ON ‘ALICE AMBLER’

On March 27th, 2021, SV Alice Ambler (formerly 
on F Dock in Opua) was the 1st All Female Crew 
to race in the TPWYC Annual Auckland to Tau-
ranga Race (129 NM). 
I knew from the moment Captain Kim men-
tioned the 2021 Centennial Race that I would say 
“Yes”, even though I personally prefer the cruising 
lifestyle. It was not until we had crossed the “Start 
Line” that reality sunk in… none of us had ever 
sailed together, only 2 of us had extensive sailing 
experience, Alice Ambler is a 48’ Oyster Coastal 
Cruiser not specifically set up for professional rac-
ing, and the 1st leg was beating up wind in 26 kts and 2 meter seas from Auckland Harbour 
to Channel Island at the top of the Coromandel. 

As Kim and I would discuss on Monday morning, the 
race seems like a blur even though at the time I never 
thought we would make it around the Channel Island 
mark on our endless tacking into the choppy seas and 
stronger than expected winds. I am totally impressed 
that we did not quit the race when early on the V-berth 
hatch failed and we had salt water cascading into the 
forward cabin. Love the teamwork of Alice Ambler’s 
Crew and our Captain Kim brainstorming how we 
could do a temporary fix with the drill and clamps. 
Then when that was not going to solve it, Kim was 
able to find a solution with what we had aboard. And 
instead of quitting, Captain and Crew continued look-

ing for the best route to Channel Island bashing against endless waves and spray. Although 
I was personally tempted to stop to explore one of the many anchorages I have yet to visit 
especially Waiheke Island at Man o' War Bay. Once it got dark, the Full Moon would peer 
in and out from behind the clouds. 
After we rounded Channel Island at the top of the Coromandel, it was Champagne sailing 
all the way to Tauranga. How lucky were we to have perfect wind conditions to allow us to 
sail all the way South along the Coast when the prediction was that the winds would soften. 
We even had the dolphins show up to cheer us along our journey. 
Finally we spotted the Port of Tauranga Harbour Entrance Marker which also marked the 
end of the race. It truly was an amazing experience that 5 women, who are not racers and 
had never sailed together on a boat that is more a cruising sailboat, could embrace and bring 
together the necessary skills to successfully race 129 NM from Auckland to Tauranga. After a 
true test of our endurance, it was amazing that we were able to get our much deserved show-
ers and rally for the Awards ceremony at the Tauranga Yacht and Power Boat Club.

Anne Alberg
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How did the individual crew members do you might 
ask? Tina who is usually foredeck in the Women on 
the Water races quickly mastered the skill of helming 
the 2+ meter waves as we navigated upwind in 26-28 
kts. At 4am, Kim had never sailed downwind before 
so her first experience of it was in the pitch black with 
significant swell. She did amazingly well, but did not 
find it easy. Pam re-connected with her sailing passion 
and was absolutely skilled sailing goose-winged down 
to the final mark. A bonus was we had Niki the origi-
nal owner of Alice Ambler on the crew. As Niki said 
“It was an absolute pleasure to be sailing Alice Ambler 
again with her new owner and skipper, Kim Aitken. 
Kim brought together a wonderful crew of amazing 
women who bonded immediately. A big thanks to all 
my companions on Alice Ambler. I would do it again 
with you anytime.”

The Aha! Moment 
Now for my personal “Aha!” moment… Not sure how to put this into words, it is more of 
a feeling based upon the feedback that I was given on how I communicate and deliver sug-
gestions/instruction as I am a Charter Captain/Sailing Instructor in the Pacific Northwest 
/ USA. What I love most about teaching women to enhance their skills out on the water, is 
when they experience their Aha! moments such as the arrow on the windvane at the top of 
the mast tells them where the wind is coming from, how to properly ride the 2 meter waves 
as we are beating up into the wind, or feeling the boat power up when they match the angle 
of the wind to the sail trim configuration/point of sail. So my “Aha!” is that I want to em-

power women to take their sailing skills to the next level no matter what level they are start-
ing at. Hearing that the Tauranga Women on the Water program has male skippers, makes 
me realise that more women need to feel confident to be at the helm of their own boats or 

the boats that they own with their male partners. It is much deeper than this but I can’t find 
the words right now. It has to do with myself feeling frustrated when not being able to fix 
the complicated things that go wrong on Anila, when my real talent is to empower women 

to discover and embrace their skills on the water and at the helm. 

Encourage the women around you to get more “time on the water” whether it is racing or 
just having fun!
 - Anne Alberg -

Answers to Quiz from page 4 
1 d. No go zone   2 d. All of the above    3. d. Blocks    4. a. True    5. c. East
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 I collected my new car from 
Wairau Park and it’s going like a dream. 
It’s so much more modern than the old 
faithful, I found the corrective steering 
a bit tiresome and have found out how 
to turn it off, apart from that it’s just 
fine, after all, a car is really a means of 
getting from one place to another as 
safe and comfortable as possible.
 After another appointment in 
Birkenhead I arranged to meet some 
old colleagues for lunch, it’s lovely to 
have a catch-up and chatter about our 
combined memories. I left Whanga-
paraoa just before 2.30 as I’m not keen 
on driving in the dark, it’s a 3 hour drive 
under normal conditions but I’d not 
factored in the Friday afternoon traffic 
of people escaping from Auckland for 
the weekend, plus the roadworks. It 
put an extra half hour onto the journey. 
It was early to bed for me as I was a bit 
weary and needed to be up the next 
morning to go to Kaikohe for a bowls 
match. It wasn’t until we got there that 
we were told it had been cancelled the 
previous evening due to lack of teams 
entering. No-one thought to let us 
know! Never mind, we went to Kerikeri 
for bowls on Sunday instead and had 
a really good day out. They’ve got a 
lovely club-house with 2 greens, both 
with artificial grass? It’s more like a very 
heavy duty felt, but it means that we 
can play right through the year. Our 
lovely natural bowling green in Wait-
angi becomes unplayable in the winter, 
it gets waterlogged and the star-weed 
doesn’t recover so well.
 My youngest sister in England 
ended up in I.C.U. one night. She was 
in agony with a gallstone. Key-hole 

surgery was the answer once they’d 
got her stabilized. She’s home and 
recovering well now. They’ve all had 
their Covid innoculations so have a 
lot more freedom in England and my 
brother and his wife are now able to 
get away in their camper-van for a mini 
holiday each weekend with their walk-
ing group. He’s a 
great photogra-
pher and sends 
lovely pictures of 
strange things – 
old tree-trunks 
with moss, or 
bees sitting on 
flowers, king-
fishers diving, and 
the Spring flowers 
are gorgeous – a 
new awakening. It’s the same for my 
brother and family in Ireland, they’re 
all loving the freedom, eating out, hair-
dresser and being able to go to church.
 I’ve got a Westminster chime 
mantel clock, it sits there ticking away 
the hours but needs to be wound up 
each week and a couple of weeks ago 
the mainspring broke – I didn’t realize 
just how often I  peeked at the clock 
until it wasn’t working any more. My 
clock-maker is in Whangaparaoa so 
I’ll take it down on my next trip in a 
couple of weeks.
 I went to the Fig Tree café at 
the Redwoods a couple of weeks ago 
with group of friends, lovely food and 
what a treat to wander round the nurs-
ery. I do miss my garden sometimes. 

Take care Love Jo

NOT A YOTTIE   
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 TRADE DIRECTORY       

OPUA
B O AT B U I L D E R S  LT D

ALTER ATIONS  REPAIRS
TE AK DECKS  WOODWORK  FIBREGL ASS

P 021 236 1721     E opuaboatbuilders@gmail.com
Unit 1, 15 Baffin Street, Opua Marine Park

Please support our sponsors

Without the kind support of all our 
advertisers and sponsors, the OCC simply 

wouldn’t be able to produce this magazine. 
So, please show your support in return, use 
the products and services advertised in Tell 
Tales whenever possible. Make sure you tell 

them you found them here

WE SPECIALISE IN:
Batteries Solar panels

Stockists of Pratley Adhesives

Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Baffi n St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177

www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

OPUA 2012

LED lighting

Marine installation & repairs
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•  New Racing & Cruising Sails  •  Repairs, Recuts & Alterations
4 Norfolk Place, Kerikeri

T: 09 407 8153      M: 021 786 080
W: www.willissails.co.nz   •   E: info@willissails.co.nz

SHIVER ME 
TIMBERS .. at Bay 
of Islands ITM 

we KNOW THE 
ROPES to make all 
your building projects 

PLAIN SAILING

“We’ll see you right”
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We	  are	  Northlands	  largest	  privately	  owned	  Timber	  and	  Building	  Suppliers	  Merchant	  with	  a	  lot	  of	  local	  and	  industry	  
knowledge,	  along	  with	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  Timber	  and	  Timber	  products	  and	  a	  comprehensive	  range	  of	  Building	  
Hardware.	  	  

At	  Bay	  of	  Islands	  ITM	  we	  are	  passionate	  about	  our	  community	  and	  proudly	  support	  a	  lot	  of	  fabulous	  community	  
events,	  schools,	  groups	  and	  organisations.	  In	  2018	  we	  won	  the	  ITM	  National	  Community	  Sponsorship	  Award	  
something	  our	  Team	  here	  are	  all	  fiercely	  proud	  of.	  

Come	  in	  and	  see	  the	  Team	  and	  let	  us	  know	  what	  your	  Building	  Supplies	  needs	  are	  and	  “We’ll	  see	  you	  right”!	  

	  

	  

JUNE CALENDAR SPONSOR - ITM      
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