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COMMODORE'S REPORT

Hello All!

Summer should be here any day now –

yesterday we held the traditional turkey night

at the club. I didn’t get to pardon any turkeys;

they were already carved up by our wonderful

kitchen crew. The club was packed to the brim

with people from all over the world taking in

the “Bella Acapella” performance and enjoying

our hospitality. And by this morning the club

rooms were tidy again, courtesy of our

wonderful helpers!

I would also like to mention all the great help

Marie has received at the bar by the duty

boats. It is neat to see you all with a smile on

your faces and drying the dishes. Thanks folks,

many hands make light work.

With the busier season upon us, I am once

again encouraging all our members to lend a

hand at the club. More on this further on in

the magazine.. .

With this, I wish you and your families a

pleasant lead up to Christmas and a safe &

happy Christmas break. Here is to a

prosperous and healthy 2013.
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OCC NEWS & REPORTS

RACING NEWS

Lion's lucky night at the Opua Cruising Club!

First maxi to win in the twilight race and they

even scored a lucky draw. Well done team!

With Frantic 1 st B Division and Saltshaker 1 st

C Division both on a roll. Best start to Jagged

Edge.

Fortunately, the light winds held in for all

boats to finish. Prior to the start it looked like

a drifter, with a strong outgoing tide. Only

Jagged Edge ventured out from A Division,

but there was a strong turnout from B & C

Divisions. Best start went to Cats Paw, taking

out the spot prize that is made possible by our

mark sponsors. First in B Division to

Overdraft, 2nd Nexus and 3rd Frantic. In C

Division Appaloosa 1 st also picking up one of

the three lucky draw prizes provided by our

sponsor Cater Marine, Casco a close 2nd and

Cats Paw 3rd.

Thanks to our sponsors

and to Rob as our

starter. A close finish on

corrected time between

1 st to Cut Lunch, 2nd

Kantime, with Nexus

3rd leading the next bunch. Paddle awarded to

Jagged Edge for not negotiating the ODM

according to the sailing instructions.
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Lion New Zealand took first in A-Division in a

recent CaterMarineWendesday Night race.



OCC NEWS & REPORTS

14. RESTRICTED AREAS

14.3 All yachts, after starting, shall pass the

ODM to the channel side when racing.

Occasionally we have problems with boats

interfering with another Division’s start, not

to mention causing grief for the starter.

For various reasons all divisions will not always

start in the same direction. This means

competitors do need to look at the course signs

for all divisions as part of their pre race

strategy.

Tip of the Day: On the course sheet numbers

1 to 16 “generally” head down the Waikare,

while course numbers 17 to 38 “generally”

head towards Paihia.

Do you put yourself at risk if you interfere

with another division, albeit unintentionally?

What do the rules we race under say:

RRS 23 INTERFERINGWITH ANOTHER

BOAT

23.1 If reasonably possible, a boat not racing

shall not interfere with a boat that is racing.

23.2 Except when sailing her proper course, a

boat shall not interfere with a boat taking a

penalty or sailing on another leg.

The OCC Sailing Instructions 2012-2013

11 d) Any division that has not entered its

start sequence must stay well clear of the

division that is starting. In the start sequence

period, boats in other divisions are expected to

be in a position that avoids interfering with

racing yachts.

If you end up in this unfortunate situation,

what could get you out of trouble? An apology

– maybe. Would a penalty turn under RRS 44

exonerate you?
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OCC NEWS & REPORTS

CRUISING NEWS

A big THANK YOU once again to Cees for

organising our last Day Cruise. Twenty nine

adults and seven children enjoyed a magical

day on a beautiful beach in Pomare Bay. The

weather was glorious, sunny and warm (thank

goodness after all that awful rain) . The BBQ

was set up near an old pohutukawa tree so that

we could get some shade.

Thank you so much to Great Escape for our

new BBQ. It was the perfect size for all the

sausages etc. that were cooked. The children

had a brilliant time playing on the beach while

the adults had a wonderful, relaxing afternoon,

followed by petanque for the energetic few.

Wendy and John kayaked while most of the

rest motored home.

So come on - someone out there must be able

to organise the next cruise. Give Cees a break.

It is just a matter of deciding on a bay - not

too far away and sheltered from the wind.

Collect the BBQ from the club and let

everyone know. We will be there!

SOCIAL NEWS

Georgie would like to wish HUGE thank you

to all her helpers. "Without you our social

events would be a non-starter as I couldn't do

it by myself."

If there are any others who would like to help

at any time, whether it be behind the bar,

moving tables and chairs, putting up

decorations, clearing tables - we would be

extremely grateful. Just see Marie or Georgie if

you'd like to help. It would be lovely to have a

list of people to call upon and not have the

same ones doing all the work.

Hallowe'en was a fun, gruesome night with

many children dressing up and popping in
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OCC NEWS & REPORTS

Trick or Treating. There were plenty of sweets

handed out. A few adults also participated

with Cees and Leighia winning a prize. Chris's

spider took centre stage and was pretty scary.

Firework night was well attended and our local

pyromaniacs Lorraine and Cees did a great job

on the dock. Thankfully the rain held off and

the wind was in the right direction.

Fortunately there weren't many dinghies to

worry about. The display was spectacular and

well worth staying till 9ish.

Turkey night was a great

success with the club filled

to capacity. Sadly the

weather was atrocious but it

didn't dampen spirits. Bella

a Cappella singers were

brilliant and we hope to

have them again sometime

in the New Year.

Please make sure you put Saturday 15th

December in your diaries, as its the day of the

Children's Christmas Party and Commodore's

Christmas Party at the club, including the

hotly anticipated panto - Moby Dick.

The Children's Christmas party will be held

late morning - see the club notice board for the

time. All children are welcome. There won't be

a panto performance for the kids this year, but

Santa will be attending as usual!
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Right: The club was literally

packedfor 'Turkey Night' last

month. See more pics later in

this issue.



OCC NEWS & REPORTS

Most importantly, in the evening it is the

Commodore's Christmas Party and Moby

Dick, the Panto, for FULL MEMBERS only.

So don't miss out - see poster for times.

From January onwards, Quiz Nights and

Bingo Nights will be switching. Which means

Bingo Night will be on the 2nd Thursday of

each month, and Quiz Night will be on the

4th Thursday of each month.

We would love to see more people there, so

please put the times in your diaries, and stay

up to date with the what's On calendar on the

OCC website.

Please note, there will be NO BINGO

NIGHT in January, as most people will be

away. January Quiz night will be on Thursday

24th Jan.

In February, Bingo night will be the 14th and

Quiz night the 28th.

On Saturday

16th February,

all Full Members

ofOCC are

invited to a very special night that we're

planning exclusively for you. We're currently

working on a theme and dinner plans. For the

time being, make sure you save the date - this

will be one not to be missed!

BAR& KITCHEN NEWS

Now that Summer's here (honestly, it is. . . ) the

club is getting much busier, and we could

really do with a bit more help on the bar,

particularly on Wednesdays, Fridays and

special event nights, from around 5pm 'til

9pm.

If you could spare a few hours, even if it's just

for one night, we'd love to hear from you.

Duties would include serving behind the bar

(under the careful guidance ofMarie, of

course) , collecting glasses and plates, and

generally just helping out as needed.

Please speak to anyone on the Committee or

Marie at the bar if you can help out. We'd

especially like to hear from members who

haven't yet done any volunteering for the club,

as so often it's the same people who put in all

the effort, and they all deserve a break.

So if you're looking for a way to get more
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closely involved and help out with the running

of your club, please get in touch! We really

would appreciate your help, even if it's just for

a couple ofhours. :-)

Even if you don't have the time to volunteer

on the bar, you can still help by doing your bit

when you eat or drink at the club. Just

remember to return your plates to the kitchen

and your glasses to the bar promptly after

you've finished with them. This really helps

the staff to focus on what they do best -

serving you food and drinks! :-)Thank you!
GENERAL NEWS

A huge 'thank you' to Les Alderton, Dave

Hesketh and Duncan Middlemass for helping

out with repairs to the OCC's flaoting dock,

after it begin sinking recently! We really

appreciate your efforts guys, and we are

currently working on plans for more

permanent repairs and replacements to keep

the dock afloat for another few decades.

Over the Christmas period, the Bar & Bistro

opening hours will be as follows:

24th December (Christmas Eve) - CLOSED

25th December (Christmas Day) - CLOSED

26th December (Boxing Day) - OPEN

From 26th December onwards, the club will

be OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, until further

notice.

Please remember that it's a strict condition of

our liquor license that everyone using the club

facilities must be a member, or be signed in by

a current member. Please don't risk our license

by dining or drinking without a membership.

You can join the club from as little as $45

(single) or $65 (couple or family) for a

'Supporter' membership, so it's not going to

break the bank, even if you're only with us for

a short time. It's so easy to join up too - you

can even do it all online.

Please remember you may be asked to leave the

club if you are found to be using the facilities

without a membership. Help us avoid any

embarassing situations by joining up today.

Thank you! :-)



OPTI RACING - 19TH DEC.
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It's back! Opti Match Racing at OCC - the

hottest event on the OCC Calendar (if the

weather is sunny ofcourse) . ;-)

Those who remember previous years will know

this is an extremely popular event, no doubt

thanks to the intoxicating spectacle of these

high-speed, white-knuckle sailing machines,

piloted by some of the BOI's ultimate sailing

athletes in peak physical condition, battling it

out for gold against friends and family

members alike. There will be no prisoners.

There will be no mercy. Just high-adrenaline,

all-action Optimist sailing. And spectating.

Lots of spectating.

The Youth Sailing Opti's are finely race-tuned

for Wednesday 19th December. This is an all-

comers Optimist Match Racing event off the

OCC dock, starting at 4pm for kids, followed

by an adults event.

As a One Class - No Handicap event, the

result is entirely in the competitors' hands.

Anyone can enter – members & supporters,

kids & adults, men & women, crew &

skippers - anyone! Could you be the top Opti

sailor in Opua?

Entry for adults will be $5 with proceeds going

to youth sailing, kids sail free.
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SEAFARER'S WEEK
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Seafarer's Week last month was a big success,

with the club packed on most nights with

locals and overseas cruisers alike.

One of the main highlights was the traditional

Kapa Haka Welcome by performers from the

Opua School. Thank you as always guys for

putting on an awesome show. :-)

Another highlight was our sold-out 'Turkey

Night' . Traditionally held around

Thanksgiving, it's a great way for

our friends from the US to

celebrate this holiday. But of

course it's very much an

international affair, and a great

way for locals and overseas visitors

to get to know each other better.

Entertainment was provided by

Bella a Capella, who enthralled us

with their incredible vocal skills.

We'd like to thank the ladies from

Bella a Capella for entertaining us

at no charge - a gold coin

donation was collected on the night.

And the piece de resistance.. . a table positively

groaning under the weight of a smorgasbord of

desserts, all brought in to share by those in

attendance at Turkey Night. Wow!

Thank you to everyone who came to the club

throughout Seafarer's Week, and a especially to

all those who volunteered and helped out over

this busy week.
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Bella a Capella perform for a full house at

Turkey Night in November

Children from Opua School perform a Kapa

HakaWelcome during Seafarer'sWeek



OCC BAR & GALLEY

From October, and throughout the

Spring/Summer racing season, the OCC

Bar & Galley Kitchen will be open more

regularly, including Saturdays from now on.

Come along and enjoy the great value

prices, generous portions and warm

hospitality.

Non-members can visit up to three times

(just get a member to sign you in) to

'sample the goods' before you join up.

- Full Members can purchase 'drinks cards'

on presentation of your membership card.

These give you 10 drinks for the price of 9 -

available on Draught Beers ($40) and Wine

or Spirits ($45).

- Full Members' Happy Hour is from bar

opening 'til 6pm on Fridays and Sundays.

Present your membership card to get

discounts on Beers, Wines and Spirits.

- House wine - grab a glass of cheap and

cheerful House Wine for just $4 a glass.

All our meals are fantastic value, and there

are a great range of snacks and full-sized

meals to choose from.

In case of queries, you can call the bar

directly on 09 402 6923.
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RECIPE CORNER
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As it's getting close to Christmas, I thought

you might appreciate this slightly festive recipe

for "DIY Baileys" . It's a big winner for

Christmas cruising raft-ups and socialising.

And because it doesn't contain eggs, you

needn't worry about it going off if your

refrigeration is a bit suspect (or even non-

existent) .

It's also really versatile - you can vary lots of

the ingredients, or just forget them altogether

if you don't have (or don't

like) them. In fact, I'd

encourage you to

experiment with it - you

may just discover

something even better!

• 1 & 2/3 cup Irish

Whisky (preferably, but

other spirits work well too -

we used dark rum in

Tonga!)

• 1 can Sweetened

condensed milk

• 1 cup Cream

(UHT/longlife is fine, but

we often didn't bother

including this)

• 1 tsp Instant coffee

granules or 1 shot Fresh Espresso coffee

• 2 tbsp Chocolate sauce (e.g. Hersheys ice-

cream sauce)

• 1 tsp Vanilla seeds or equivalent vanilla

extract

• 1 tsp Almond extract (some people don't

like almond, if that's you, just leave it out)

Combine all ingredients and mix well. Blend

them if you can, or just shake them inside a

well-sealed container or bottle. Chill (if you

can) and shake before pouring.

Helen Horrocks, S.V. Sala






