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On the cover: Kia Kaha takes second place 
overall on line (just pipped to the post by 
Wired - only half a point in it!) at the BMW 
Auckland Regatta 2012. The Hornells’ new 
TP52 also came 4th on IRC.

Photo credit: Crew.org.nz

i all! 

Happy Easter to you all! I am very 
happy to look back on a busy summer sailing 
season. We sure didn’t have nice and balmy 
evenings... it was more like wet and no wind. 
Let’s hope our winter sailing will bring more 
breeze. 

Our treasurer, Reece, is finalising the books 
to be presented at our AGM on 19th June 
2012 and the committee is also busy working 
out a more modernised constitution. We’ll 
keep you informed as we get closer to a spe-
cial general meeting most likely in early May. 
(If everything goes to plan).

Our annual prize giving will be held on Sat-
urday 5th May; and we are looking for your 
input, for any suggestion for the recipients of 
the “Crash (Helmet) Trophy” (last received 
by Mr Wolf ) and also for the “Member of the 
Year Trophy” (last received by Lorraine Kite). 
Please email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz 
with your ideas. 

 

‘Spot the Yot’ and WIN 
a $20 OCC voucher
This month’s Spot the Yot winner is John 
Goldsbury! Congratulations John, you’ve 
won a free WOF from Opua Auto & Marine. 

For your chance to win a $20 OCC voucher 
this month, just find the tiny yacht in one of 
our advertisers’ ads and email your answer to 
info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz by 20th April 
2012. Winner drawn at random from correct 
entries.

Commodore’s report by Manuela 
Gmuer-Hornell

HAdvertise in Tell Tales
...and be seen by hundreds of people in 
Opua and Paihia every month.

1 year - $300 
6 months - $150 
3 months - $100
1 month - $50

Call Helen on 0211 583 199 
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz We are also in the process of setting up an 

extensive member survey. Please help us out 
by filling the survey in (when we “attack” 
you with it in the near future) – it hopefully 
will help us all to understand what we can 
improve at the Opua Cruising Club. 

“Sailing is not the answer.
Sailing is the question.

Yes is the answer.”

Until next time, Happy Sailing

Above: Previ-
ous Crash 
Trophy winner 
Mr Wolf

Left: Club 
Member of the 
Year winner 
Lorraine Kite.

BoAtYArd operAtor
required for a new boatyard 

in savusavu, Fiji

Incoming operator will be required to set up and 
run a boatyard in Nakama Creek, Savusavu as a 
part of a larger waterfront development known as

sAVusAVu mArInA VILLAGe

The boatyard will operate in conjunction with an 
established marine workshop & up to 50-berth 
marina. The operator will supply own travel lift &
accessories and lease the land & infrastructure. 
May also suit passive investor with interest in 
yachts or Fiji.

The market is well established with approaching 
400 yachts a year visiting Savusavu.

One partner, Robin Irwin, is currently in Bay of 
Islands, NZ until mid May and can be contacted 
on09 402 7904 or mobile 021 0829 1144.

savumari@connect.com.fj
www.marinavillagefiji.com
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teLL tALes news & reports

racing report

Ashby’s Summer Series concluded
As we go 
to press, it’s 
the end of 
the Ashby’s 
Summer Series of Wednesday Night races. 
We would like to extend special thanks to 
sponsor Ashby’s Boatyard for their generous 
donation of a haul-out spot prize for each 
race of the series, and particularly to Graeme 
Rigden and Nick Voorhoeve for organising 
the prizes, and their continued support of 
OCC on and off the water.

Elliott 5.9 Nationals
The Elliott 5.9 Nationals were held at the 
beginning of March at Marsden Cove. The 
event was won by Auckland boat Slam Dunk. 
Read the full report later in this issue.

teLL tALes news & reports
E5.9 regatta & training day 
coming soon
The first of the Elliott 5.9 Traveller Series 
2012 will be hosted by Opua Cruising Club 
on 19th and 20th May, with 4 windward 
leeward races each day.

A training day prior to the event is also being 
planned. The training is aimed at assisting 
newer Opua and  Whangarei  E5.9 crews to 
be more competitive with the experienced 
crews from further south. It is expected to 
involve 2 hours on the hard with boat setup 
etc and 3 hours on the water. 

Prizegiving date confirmed
Prizegiving is of-
ficially confirmed for 
5th May - the date 
published on your 
OCC calendar.

We are seeking 
nominations for a 
number of prizes, 
including the Crash Trophy, Club Member of 
the Year, Sportsmanship Award and Officer of 
the Day. If you have any suggestions, please 
email them to info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz 
by end of April.

cruise into 
Carters Paihia
for all your 
building needs
09 402 7331
Opua Estate SH11
Main Road

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 7am - 5pm
Sat: 8am - 12.30pm

Cruising report

Easter Weekend Cruise
Next cruise is a longer cruise over Easter 
Weekend, from 6th to 8th of April. There 
have been some requests for the cruise to ven-
ture beyond the Bay of Islands - stay posted 
via email and Facebook.com/opuacruising-
club for more details.

social report

Quiz Night
Our last Quiz Night was 
well supported as usual. 
The picture round was 
of famous bridges which 
was enjoyed by everyone. 
Once again Lorraine 
excelled herself. What 
would we do without 
her?!
 
Next Quiz Night is on Thursday 5th April, 
the day before Easter Weekend.

Bingo 
Bingo Night was great fun for one person 
who won all the prizes but kindly donated a 
bottle of wine back. Next Bingo Night is on 
the 19th April.

Darts every Wednesday in Winter
Mark in your diary that 
Darts Night start on the 4th 
April, so come down and get 
practicing. Darts will be on 
every Wednesday throughout 
Winter.

Casino Night postponed - wine 
tasting instead
Your OCC calen-
dar shows a Casino 
night on 21st April, 
however this event 
(organised by Opua 
School) will now be 
happening on 19th 
May. More details on 
that to come closer to the time

Instead, we’ll be hosting one of our ‘famous’ 
wine tasting competitions on 21st April. We 
hope to see you there.

Super XV Rugby at the club
We’ll be showing all the Super XV Rugby 
games on the box at the club over the next 
few months, so come on down and support 
your favourite team.
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CALL NOW 
0800 2 inspire (4677473)
Free Information Pack

There are still a few spaces available if you 
would like to sign up - the cost is $200 per 
year, and you can pre-pay up to 5 years which 
gives you the advantage of avoiding any price 
increases for the next few years. Please email 
info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz to enquire.

General Announcements

AGM date changed
The date of the OCC AGM has been 
changed to Tuesday 19th June 2012 to allow 
time for an audit of the club’s finances to take 
place. Please mark the new date in your diary.

Berth holders meeting - 14th April
There will be a Berth Holders Association 
meeting on Saturday 14th April, 14:00 at 
OCC. If you are a berth holder at Opua 
Marina, you are invited to attend to discuss 
maintenance costs and other issues related to 
berth ownership. The club bar & kitchen will 
be open.

SSB Donated to Dorothy Bateman
It was decided to donate the SSB to Dorothy 
Bateman in recognitionof her many years of 
voluntary service to the local sailing com-
munity. Many thanks Dorothy, you will be 
missed. Best of luck for the future.

teLL tALes news & reports teLL tALes news & reports

membership report

What do YOU want from your club?
Our membership numbers continue to grow, 
and we are currently looking at the benefits 
we offer different membership categories. We 
are putting together a survey to gather your 
opinions on what you want from your club, 
so please help us out by filling it in when you 
see it.

Bar & Kitchen report

Club Open ANZAC Day
The club bar & kitchen will be open on 
ANZAC Day (Wednesday 25th April).

Club Closed Good Friday
The bar & kitchen will be closed on Good 
Friday (6th April), but open on Saturday (7th 
April) and Easter Sunday (8th April).

house report

Working Bee 21st April
The clubhouse is starting to 
need a little TLC, so there will 
be a working bee on Saturday 
21st April - please come along 
and show your support.

Thanks Saltshaker!
Well done Andy & Imogen from Saltshaker 
for showing up to do their duty-boat-duty 
even when they weren’t racing. We appreciate 
your efforts guys - thanks!

Firewood needed
Remember winter is on its way and before 
you know it we’ll need firewood again. If any-
one has any spare firewood, the club would 
gratefully appreciate your donation.

Youth sailing report

New Faces
We have new faces joining in with Youth 
Sailing each week, which is great to see.

Rebecca attending Onerahi Regatta
Rebecca Gmuer-Hornell has been invited to 
attend the Onerahi Regatta.

Thanks for your help Rob!
Our thanks go to Rob Galley for his help 
with Youth Sailing. Rob has put in a great 
many hours to help out every week.

publicity report

Signage renewals
Signage renewals are rolling in, thanks to 
Cees who has been contacting our existing 
advertisers, many of whom have renewed 
for the full 5 years - thank you to everyone 
who has signed up. Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 
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am Horne with Brett Elliott and Nick 
Bastow of Slam Dunk have again com-
fortably won the 2012 Elliott 5.9 Na-

tional Championships. Sailed from Marsden 
Cove March 8-11th and run by the Onerahi 
Yacht Club, a great event was put on for nine 
boats in this highly competitive fleet.

“It was an awesome event, a lot of fun and 
tight racing as usual,” Cam said. “The event 
was just so well run.”

Despite trying conditions, Race Officer 
Paddy Simms managed to pull off a full 
series of twelve races. The regatta was kicked 
off on Friday with 16-22 kn of breeze and 
big rolling swell in Bream Bay. Saturday was 
expected to be worse, so racing was held 
inside Whangarei Harbour near Parua Bay. 
The final races on Sunday were sailed in more 
gentle conditions back out in Bream Bay 
with flatter water, so the regatta saw all sorts 
of conditions.

“In this fleet you have to be able to handle 
all conditions” Cam continued. “We just 
focused on staying clean on the race course 
and getting a good start”

Slam Dunk (RAYC + RNZYS) was a con-
vincing winner with an assured performance. 
Rarely in trouble and never for long, Cam 
and his crew were able to recover from some 
mid fleet positions and never once finished a 
race outside the top three.

Meanwhile, several other contenders were 
scrapping out the top few placings but not 
quite achieving the same consistency.

Craig Coulam and his Flying 15 crew of 
Mark Puddick and Ben Howe (RAYC) made 
a real impact in the class, deservedly finishing 
just behind Slam Dunk in second place over-
all. Sailing in a proven performer (Voodoo, 
last year’s national champion boat) but with a 
crew unfamiliar to the class, Craig, Mark and 
Ben were a top quality addition to the fleet.

eLLIott 5.9 nAtIonALs From the 
Elliott 5.9 Association

Only one point behind Craig and his crew on 
Voodoo were defending champions Simon 
Manning, Andy Robertson and Phil Quinn 
(RAYC) sailing on board Blurr. Unfortunate-
ly, they suffered some ripped sails and gear 
problems from day one.

“We had an erratic series by our standards” 
Simon said. “Things didn’t really improve 
as the series wore on. We never hit the form 
that won us the North Island Champs and 
2011 Traveller series”.

Gillian Williams sailed Brzo with Andrew 
Cooke and Nathan WIlliams to achieve 
fourth overall, just five points in front of the 
first local boat, Hobo the Butcher (Onerahi 
YC) sailed by Rob Ward, Bruce Yovich and 
“Jenksy”.

Zoot Allures made a miraculous recovery 
from a collision with Ice Breaker on day two 
which put a massive hole in their starboard 
bow. Luckily a crew member was a builder 

and using his ‘Kiwi Ingenuity’ he was able 
to patch up with plywood for the boat to be 
sailable on the final day of racing.

Results:
   1. Slam Dunk- Cam Horne- 17pts
   2. Voodoo- Craig Coulam- 26pts
   3. The Blurr- Simon Manning- 27pts
   4. Brzo- Gillian Williams- 37pts
   5. Zoot Allures- Dave Cochran- 40pts
   6. Hobo the Butcher- Robin Ward- 42pts
   7. Frivolous Fish- David Krebs- 72pts
   8. Ice Breaker- Martin Clark- 77pts
   9. Animal Crackers- Leo McCullough- 
81pts

The E5.9 regattas have attracted fleets of 
over twenty boats, and the first one of 2012 
will be hosted by Opua Cruising Club on 
19th/20th May. 

For more information about the Elliott 5.9 
class, or to find out more about owning one 
yourself, visit Facebook.com/elliott5.9

C

Photos: Rob G
ill (sourced from

 Facebook.com
/elliott5.9)
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t all started when the boat builders made 
an error in recording the order for a new 
One Ton boat. Well known US sailor Bus 

Mosbacher intended to have a black boat 
with white decks, but it came out with a 
white hull and black deck.  There was insuf-
ficient time for a new paint job, so Bus took 
it to its first regatta the way it was.

The boat was a runaway success, easily win-
ing its first Bermuda Race despite the crew’s 
discomfort with the cabin and deck being 
intolerably hot.  When asked what made the 
boat so fast, Bus replied it was obviously the 
black deck.  As the boat continued to be suc-
cessful, other black decks started to appear.

There was much speculation on how the 
black decks enhanced performance.  One 
popular explanation was that warm air rising 
off the deck prevented the flow of wind 
under the sails from the windward to 
the leeward side, and so improving 
the aerodynamics.  Many articles were 
written; much physics was employed; 
equations were created; more learned 
theories appeared; and the term “In-
duced Collateral End Plate” was coined.  
Now that there was scientific theory to 
back up what was happening on the 
water, more black decks appeared.

Recognising the difficulties of sailing 
in an oven, marine suppliers quickly 
produced specially insulated shoes and 
shorts for deck work, and a special coat-
ing for the cabin headlining.

By now the International Techni-
cal Committee of the IOR became 
involved, and decided there would be 
an arbitrary 0.75 percent penalty on the 
rating of any boat with a black deck.  
This further enhanced the merits of 

black decks, so even more appeared.  This 
ruling was not without controversy - par-
ticularly when one enterprising sailor had his 
decks painted midnight blue!

By the time next year’s Bermuda Race rolled 
round, virtually the entire fleet sported black 
decks.  In the meantime, Bus Mosbacher had 
sorted out his paint job with the boat build-
ers, and had his deck painted white.  Need-
less to say, he again won the race, this time 
with an even greater winning margin, and 
the black deck theories quietly died a natural 
death.

As an afterthought, why do modern pas-
senger jets have those turned-up wingtips?  
Aren’t they are meant to enhance the wing’s 
performance through the Induced Collateral 
End Plate effect?

A LIttLe BIt oF BLACK mAGIC? BLACK deCK Adapted from an existing 
story by John Goldsbury

by Ian 
Templeman

 couple of years ago Merry and I were 
on holiday in the UK and we arranged 
to visit an old friend, Rob Collins, who 

has a sail loft down in Cornwall. When we 
last saw Rob in the late 1970’s he was a pilot 
with British Airways and it seemed ironic 
that after 30 years of no contact we had both 
ended up doing the same thing on opposite 
sides of the world. 

We spent a happy couple of days downing 
a few pints of beer and putting the world to 
right, but the highlight for me was that I was 
invited to sail as the 3rd man on Rob’s 100 
year old 18 Foot Restricted Class ‘Myrtle’for 
the last race of the summer series.

Race day arrived and we slipped the mooring 
in the Percuil River and sailed down to the 
starting line off St. Mawes town quay where, 
in a light breeze, we circled around eyeing up 
the opposition.  Word had got around that 
Rob had a Kiwi onboard so I received stares 
of suspicion from all directions. 

It was a downwind start and the kite was 
hoisted just before the gun but within 30 
seconds calamity, our topsail fell down, but 
luckily it landed in the cockpit. I was given 
the helm whilst my shipmates set about jury 
rigging a replacement halyard and resetting 
the sail. 

By this time our main rival for overall points, 
Bob Edwards in Magpie, had opened up a 30 
meter lead and I was left on the helm with 
instructions to ‘reel him in’. 

The second leg of the course was a fickle close 
reach and by the grace of God and some 
good sail trimming we managed to catch him 
and creep past to windward leaving him in 
our dirty air. Once round the second mark 
the sea breeze filled in and we had a great 
beat back to the finish clinching both the race 
and a series win for Rob who was thrilled. 

We took Myrtle back to her mooring and 
drove round to meet our wives in the St. 
Mawes Sailing Club bar. By the time we ar-
rived feelings were running pretty high that 
my mate Rob had cheated as he had ‘this 
bloody Kiwi guy onboard’ but the red faces 
of anger soon changed to minor embarrass-
ment as they discovered that this Kiwi was 
actually an Englishman.  A few more pints of 
Devenish and the world was put to right and 
a truly memorable day alas came to an end.

A I
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BowLInG In russeLL by Gill Simpson
photos by Vera 

n Saturday 24th March a very pleas-
ing number of Opua Cruising Club 
members, family and friends travelled 

“overseas” to Russell to enjoy the hospitality 
of Russell Bolwing Club, and instruction in 
the sport of outdoor bowling.

As we in The North are by now accustomed 
to the unreliable and often wet or windy 
weather conditions, it seemed a popular 
idea to experience a social event that did 
not involve being on the water in boats and 
exposed to the elements.  

More than forty members and half a dozen 
children took advantage of this new venture, 
which had the added advantage of a welcom-
ing “dry” club house, bar and even entertain-
ment provided by another visiting club - the 
Waitangi Golf Club.

O

 Members of the Russell Outdoor Bowling 
Club volunteered their time to instruct and 
organise the OCC players into teams. We 
learned to “bowl” the ball - not chuck it,  
stand on our mats, use more “green”, and try 
to bowl somewhere near the “kitty” at the 
other end of the green. Not as easy as it may 
seem! Everyone appeared to have a lot of fun, 
enhanced as the day progressed by a few ales 
and wines.

The customary rain began to fall, but not 
before the teams completed several games, 
each involving walking to the opposite end 
of the green. Most achieved a considerable 
amount of exercise walking, even if expertise 
in bowling was not achieved!

With the rain, everyone adjourned indoors 
for a drink, sausages-in-bread, and a game 
of pool or darts if desired, or merely to sit 
and enjoy each other’s company or sing-a-
long to the guitars and music courtesy of the 
Waitangi Golfers.
 
A big thank you to the generosity of the 

Russell Outdoor Bowling club for allowing 
us the use of their bowling club, for instruct-
ing us in the art of bowling and for cooking 
the sausages - a welcome snack at the end 
of an enjoyable day. An extra special thank 
you to Moana Irving - the President - for her 
willingness and friendliness in accommodat-
ing the Opua Cruising Club.
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Rob Lang
Managing Director
PO Box 4
Opua, 0241

Ph. 09 402 6939

pLeAse support our sponsors

ithout the kind support of all 
our advertisers and sponsors, the 
OCC simply wouldn’t be able to 

produce this magazine. 

So please show your support in return, 
and use the products and services ad-
vertised in Tell Tales whenever possible. 
Thanks!

W

 

OCC Galley Menu
Entrees:-
Garlic bread $4
Popia gorens 
(spring rolls) $4
2 Pork steamed buns $5
3 Satay chicken sticks $5

Kids Meals:-
Steak & cheese pie 
w/ fries $5
Kids hoki & fries $5
Mini hotdogs & fries $5
Chicken nuggets & fries $5
Hawaiian pizza & fries $5

Desserts:-
Apple shortcake w/ ice-
cream $7
Deep fried ice cream $7
Ice-cream sundae $5
Kids sundae $3

Snack meals:-
Bowl of fries $5
Hoki & fries $12
Nasi goring (chicken or beef) 
$12
Pork spare ribs $7
Burger & fries (beef, chicken, 
fish or steak) $11
Wedges w/ bacon & sour 
cream $9
Sausage, egg & fries $12
Beef nachos $12
Noodle soup 
(chicken or beef) $12
Seafood basket w/ fries & 
salad $14
Lasagne toppa w/ fries & 
salad $10
Chicken satay w/ rice $15

Main meals:-
Steak w/ veges or fries & salad 
(& garlic, mushroom or pepper 
sauce)
- Scotch fillet $25
- Sirloin $22
- Rump $20
Dory, fries & salad (pan fried or 
battered) $20
Assam Malaysian curry w/ rice
- Prawn $18
- Chicken or pork $17
Penang fried kwai teow (noodles) 
w/ egg
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Pork chops w/ veges or salad & 
fries $17
Mamak mee goring
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Cashew chicken w/ rice $18

Takeaways 
available!

CLAssIFIed LIstInGs
Place a free classified listing in Tell Tales by 
emailing info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz. If 
you sell an item via our Classifieds section, 
we request that you make a small, voluntary 
donation (eg. 5% of the value) to the club.

Volvo 18hp with saildrive for sale
Good condition.  Contact Peter on the 
Travelift at Ashby’s yard.
Subaru Legacy 1999 for sale: $5,500
Available in May. Call Helen: 0211 583 199
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