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If you have anything you’d like to see
published in here, Community Notices
or letters, articles, stories etc. please
email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

COMMODORE’S REPORT
With March comes our final month of trading for the current financial year and hopefully we
will have some better weather for the end of the Summer season. Like many BOI businesses,
our trading is affected by the weather and weather-related events so an improvement will not
go amiss.
This year there will be a larger than normal number of Committee Members standing down at
the AGM in June so we have agreed it will be wise to canvass our Full Members to stand for
the next Committee. See a brief description of Committee positions later in this edition of
Tell Tales.
Joining our Committee is a rewarding experience as you get to meet new people and have a
real impact on how our Club runs.
Currently, the Committee meets once per month and communicates by email to resolve any
matters that need more immediate attention.

On the cover: Summer BBQ Paroa Bay - by
Vera

Our Constitution requires that I stand down as Commodore this year so I am hopeful that
Vice Commodore Cameron Murray will be our next Commodore. In anticipation of this,
please sent expressions of interest in joining the next Committee directly to Cam at: info@
transmarinepro.co.nz .

Advertise in Tell Tales

...and be seen by hundreds of people in
Opua and Paihia every month.
1 year - $300 ($25 per advert)
6 months - $150
3 months - $100
1 month - $50

I look forward to seeing you at the Club or on the water.

Call Sheila on 09 402 6924
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz
OPUA 2012

We specialise in:
Batteries
Solar panels
LED lighting
Stockists of: Pratley Adhesives
marine insTallaTion & repairs
Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Baffin St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177
www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

Rob
Galley

We provide expert services to local
and overseas yachts. You can rely on
our expertise and products. Our
complete range of facilities allow us
to service all of your spar and
rigging needs.

Northland Spars & Rigging

+64 (0)9 402 6280
+64 (0)273 322 381
2 Baffin Street, Opua, NZ
sales@sparsandrigging.com
www.sparsandrigging.com
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Collect your copy of our exclusive
Opua Cruising Club calendar and
you’ll allways know what’s going on
at the club.

Looking for a beautiful venue for your next function or
meeting?
Overlooking the stunning Opua anchorage and
the Waikare inlet.
Our Clubrooms can be hired used for board
meetings, art and craft group get togethers,
birthday parties and wedding receptions.
•
•
•
•
•

Full bar service and catering available
Can accomodate 100 people
Inside/outside areas.
Stage and PA by arrangement
BBQ available.
All amenities available by negotiation.
Please contact by email secretary@opuacruisingclub.co.nz or phone 09 402 6924 for rates
and more information.

Free to all paid up members.

Ask at the bar or in the office.
Pick up extra copies for friends or
family at only $10 each

Change of Race Dates
NEW Interclub (EPIGLASS) RBC KCC OCC and BOIYC Saturday 7 April KCC hosting
- details to follow from host KCC.
F&P OCC V RBC Race 2 RBC start 11 March - Race 3 OCC start - 22 April
Final Seapower 2 Handed Sunday 18 March
Whangaroa Long Distance Race moved from 17th and 18th March to the 24th and 25th
March. hosted by BOIYC

SPOT THE YOT AND WIN A PRIZE!
WINNER WINNER CHICKEN DINNER!
The winner chosen by our online randomiser this month
is Jilly Alexander in the Spot the Yot compettion. Well
done for spotting the little tiny yacht hidden in the Willis sails Advert
in the February edition.
Nick Webley at Burnsco has your 20 litre Burnso dry bag for you.
Another 20 litre Burnsco branded dry bag is up for grabs this month.
All you have to do is search our Sponsor’s adverts in this issue and let us
know where you have found the little yacht, to go into the draw.

Opua Cruisers Net - VHF 77 - 0800 Monday - Friday
New Arrivals, Buy, Sell, Swap - News, Events, and Weather
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ITS YOUR TURN !

Committee Members Needed
Want to apply your own ideas and knowledge to help make our club better?
We need you!

The next committee election is fast approaching.
Many of the current committee members will not be standing again, so there are lots of
roles to fill.
Positions on the committee are as follows;
Commodore - who guides the committee and keeps the club moving forward on the
right track.
Currently Derek Edwards. Standing down.
Treasurer - who oversees the club finances, works alongside the Commodore and the
Secretary
Currently Nick Webley. Standing down.
Race Officer - who takes charge of racing events at the club and race sponsorship where
necessary
Currently being overseen by Cam Murray (Vice Commodore)
Youth Sailing - Organisation and inter-club liaison for our youth and junior sailors.
Currently Nick Webley. Standing down.
Vice Commodore - who supports the commodore and helps out where needed for the
committee.
Currently Cam Murray (wanting to stay on the committee next year)
Social - who organises social events.
Currently Jilly Alexander & Chris Williams (wanting to stand again next year)
House - who keeps everything at the club in working order and organises any things that
need fixing like lighting, plumbing etc.
Currently Andy Vanasche. Standing down.

Bar & Kitchen - who liases with kitchen, bar, suppliers and the committee. In charge of
ordering stock for the bar.
Currently Brett Etherton. Standing down.
Publishing - who compiles the yearly calendar, monthly Tell Tales and oversees social
media posts.
Currently Kerry Payne. Standing down.
Website Management - is currently managed separately to publishing. Involves making
relevant updates to the website and keeping the online calendar up to date.
Currently Gregg Lymbery. Standing down.
The committee would also benefit from having members who may be interested in gaining further sponsorship, actively promoting the club and helping with fundraising or
grant applications.
Some of these roles may work well if shared between two people. After all, more hands
make for less work!
The new committe will be elected at the AGM.
If you are interested in learning more about being on the committee, feel free to approach
a current member or send an email to Sheila in the office.
secretary@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

Tell Tales | 9

8 | Tell Tales

THE BOAT SEARCH HAS COMMENCED
Dawn Bates
A new day, a new boat,
With so many boats out there on the ocean, it
is a little overwhelming knowing which one to
choose to buy for my future life on the ocean.
I have sailed tall ships, fell in love with them;
but I want something a little more luxurious
when it comes to having a shower than being
hosed down during deck washes, as much fun
as that can sometimes be; and more luxurious
than a bucket of water boiled on the galley
stove. I also don’t want to have to wait until the
next anchor point or mooring place, because I
know I won’t always be in hot climates where
a morning swim will be my daily bath. A
modernised tall ship can lose its authenticity,
and appeal.
So something a little more modern, or at least
with modern facilities on board is the order of
the day. Having now stayed on a launch, the
ease and convenience was definitely a bonus,
but there were no sails, and no deck to walk along, or a bow sprit to lie on to feel the full force
of the boat’s movement as we cut through the waves, feeling the spray of the ocean below. I
know I want a bow sprit, with the net below to lie in face down whilst dolphins swim below
me and beside me.
The boat has to have sails, and not just the motorised versions either. Pressing a button doesn’t
give me the workout I am looking for, nor does it give me the joy of sailing.
Race boats are fun, but not practical, or comfortable. Plus I don’t want to be stood at the
helm watching digital displays, when I could be stood at the helm looking up at the stars and
the moon during night watch. Fun they are, but not comfortable enough to make your home,
and live on the ocean in; plus there is nowhere to hide from the sun’s hot rays, or the storm’s
rain.
Then you have the Young 88 or the Elliot 1050 range. Similar in size and both great boats, especially when heeled over in some large squalls. You have the basic comforts, but only really a
short term sailing option. Again not something I can imagine myself sailing around the world
in different climates and ocean conditions.
Then there’s the super yachts. Very luxurious, but to me these are not for sailing on. First of
all there are no sails, and secondly, I want to be close to the water, not perched up on deck
metres above the water. Nice for having a luxury get away, or hosting a private function; but
again not for me.

Then there are the sloops, with either a centre cockpit or a dual helm; a dual helm giving you
much more space whilst up on deck. With a larger living space and 6 berths (on average) it is
a good option, especially the older Sun Odyssey’s as they have a much thicker fibreglass hull,
unlike today’s modern versions with a thinner fibreglass hull. Friends who have circumnavigated the world in their beloved BlueBell (www.simonandcatesworld.com) have seen all kinds of
weather conditions and are impressed with the way in which their Jeanneau Sun Odyssey have
handle the storms and the heat from the sun. The only thing for me, is the lack of deck space.
Yep! The tall ships have spoilt me with the amount of space up top, and the masts and shrouds
to climb. Plenty of room for some yoga and a T25 HIIT session with Shaun T on deck too
without hitting your head on a beam!
So as I carrying on with The Mermaid’s Guide to Hitch Hiking around
the world, learning as much about
sailing and boats as I can, not to mention coaching my clients from around
the world on the way, writing books
and raising awareness of the environmental issues our planet is facing, I am
still being pulled towards a traditional
wooden hulled sailing yacht, with the
luxuries I desire. I know I will find
my boat, but for now, I’m heading
down to Akaroa to sail on Fox II – an
old Ketch, beautiful!
And if any of you reading this would
like an additional crew member at
the end of March heading north, and
would like to feature in my book The
Mermaid’s Guide to New Zealand,
and possibly the final book The Mermaid’s Guide to HitchHiking.

Please contact me at
hello@dawnbates.com
Happy Sailing everyone!

Local Knowledge

Whether you are looking to have your sails serviced, new sails designed and
built, or your covers taken care of, a North Sails Certified sailmaker can look
after your every need. We offer FREE pickup and delivery, and what’s
more our Opua based loft is right at your fingertips! Contact Roger Hall on
027 525 1891 or roger.hall@northsails.com and discover the difference.

Bay of Islands
RACING

| CRUISING

| SERVICE

|

COVERS

www.nz.northsails.com
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MARINA UPDATE

Paul Stringer BOI Marina

And still they keep coming – Bay Week and three major weather events has kept the marina
at full capacity most of January and February which has meant busy times for the team in the
marina office. The boat yard has also been surprisingly busy which has been great for our local
businesses as out of town boat owners choose to take advantage of our competitive pricing and
great services.
By all accounts Bay Week and the Millennium Cup were a great success again this year,
although there was a slight lack off wind (at least there was no rain). I hope everyone who got
involved enjoyed themselves whether it was on the water or enjoying the party atmosphere on
shore. It is looking very exciting for these events in the coming years as the different organising
committees focus on some great things building up to 2021 and the America Cup.

MORE KEELBOAT COACHES FOR THE BOI

Participants from the Opua Cruising Club, Kerikeri Cruising Club, and Whangarei
Cruising Club ensured a full house for Northland’s successful keelboat coach course held
in Opua recently.
The experienced Derry Godbert led the course, which utilised boats provided by Great Escape
Yacht charters and the Opua Cruising Club premises for the theory part of the course.
It's great to have so many individuals willing to give up their time to help others into our fantastic sport. Congratulations Bill Kidman, Andy Child, Judy Lymbery, Lewis Kidman, Matt
Loveridge, Derek Edwards, Hana Maguire and Julie Vezey.

The developments around the Marina continue with:
Some of the new landscaping and gardens being installed, new council rubbish bins and a
park bench soon to be installed around the Customs Building. And after a couple of hold ups
we are hoping to install the first of the new rubbish compounds over March, this will replace
the existing compound in the Northern carpark.
The first portion of the boat trailer park is currently being prepared for asphalting and we are
soon to start reconfiguring the foot paths past Cater Marine to make it easier and safer for pedestrians to access business in the Southern part of the estate. We are currently working with
the engineers to get sign off to continue filling the reclamation which will allow us to start
forming the carpark near the boat yard. This will help ease the demand on carparks and make
it easier to access I and J Piers, so finger crossed.

Quiz night Thursday 15th - 1930 start Brett
Etherton/Maree Caswell in charge.
Come with a team or join one on the
night.

You may have also noticed a bit of building activity around the apartments again. There has
been strong interest in these and they have now been sold and are currently being fitted out so
we are still full steam ahead.

Bingo Thursday 1st - 1900 start.

Unfortunately our working bee has had
to be cancelled this month. we will let
you all know when we can tee up another
date.
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LADIES AFTERNOON

OUR MARCH CALENDAR SPONSOR
	
  

Cat er Marine Opua

	
  

In	
   house Electronics technician

Open 7 days

Dive Fills

Knowledgeable staﬀ

Boating and Outdoors

30 years selling chandlery

	
  
Phone: 09 402 8292

	
  

Fax: 09 402 5420

Cell: 027 8484 443

Email: sales@catermarine.co.nz

Visit our website: www.catermarine.co.nz

Unit 16 Baffin Street, Opua

www.catermarine.co.nz

09 402 8292

sales@catermarine.co.nz

At Cater Marine we specialize in sourcing unique or hard to find items.
We will go the extra mile to satisfy our clients’ requirements. You can email us
with your needs if you are local or prior to arriving in New Zealand and
we will make sure it is here when you arrive.

We had a lovely ladies afternoon.
The weather was on our side with sunshine a nice view off the deck.
The shared food was delicious with some
lovely baked goodies.
We had cups of tea out of tea cups then
watched a movie - bridesmaids.
I have been given some good feedback for the
next Ladies event to make it more interactive
and fun, so watch out for future dates to be
announced!!!

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Cater Marine Opua has a tradition in fine marine outfitting
with over 30 years of supplying chandlery.
You can count on the professional assistance of our staff,
all of whom are passionate about water sports and boats. We
want you to have a great time on or by the water, let us help you
find that solution!

We have an onsite Technican with extensive knowledge
of Raymarine, Furuno, Simrad and Lowrance products and available to install or fix any
of your technical equipment.
Cater Marine also stocks the latest fashion in Maui Jim sunglasses,
holding a wide variety of styles for ladies and gentleman, for casual and sport
wear. Maui Jims are all polarized and have a fantastic warranty.
Zhik wet weather gear is rapidly becoming a new choice for racing sports
boats, and is now extending to ranges suitable for offshore yachting.
We hold a range of the Zhik jackets, salopettes, deck shoes and sailing gloves
with the ability to order any products from the Zhik range.

Visit our website www.catermarine.co.nz to view our huge range of products.
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