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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

\ X Jithout the kind support of all | -

our advertisers and sponsors, the

OCC simply wouldn’t be able to D
produce this magazine.

So please show your support in return,
and use the products and services ad-
vertised in Tell Tales whenever possible.

Thanks!
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to Tahiti and that she was a tanker. “A tanker,
you say?”.

First priority was for us to call her to confirm
that, as the ‘give way’ vessel, we would alter
course to starboard to pass astern. The cap-
tain was very friendly and thanked us for this.
We then thought, “Well, it's worth a try!”, so
called back and explained our predicament
with the fuel and the oncoming weather and
asked if they might be able to let us have 25
litres of diesel? Knowing that it would be im-
possible to stop the 285ft tanker, I suggested
they might perhaps drop a jerry-can into
their wake, with a retrieval rope attached,
and we'd chase it and pick it up with the
boathook.

Which is exactly what happened! The Vic-
toire didn’t slow down at all but did quite a
scary s-turn towards us; we saw the can hit
the water at their stern and we picked it up in
a textbook man-overboard manoeuver.

Blessed be the captain and crew of the
Victoire and we muttered heartfelt thanks to
whoever was looking kindly upon us to send
a tanker to cross our bows! The fuel added
about 8 hours’ range to our motoring so we
managed to get through the calm, picked up
a very exciting 20 — 25 knot tail wind and
arrived in Opua about 5 hours before the
southerly gale. Another yacht, only 50 miles
behind us, which had been talking to us
daily on the SSB radio, missed the window
and had to heave-to for nearly three days in
appalling sea conditions, reporting 7m waves
and 35 knot winds, before arriving four days
after we'd safely moored up.
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I told you we should have stopped.. cont

Graham and Dianne left the UK in their
Vancouver 38 ‘Maunie of Ardwall’ in August
2012. This is their third summer in New
Zealand but they plan to cruise to Vanuatu
and Australia this season. Their blog is www.
maunieofardwall.blogspot.com

The Parasailor in 20 knots.
Photo Peter Wiedekamm
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