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Bottom right: The E5.9 Fleet
heading out to the race course.
First day of the Marsden Cove
Regatta - photo by Rebecca

Advertise in Tell Tales

...and be seen by hundreds of people in
Opua and Paihia every month.
1 year - $300 ($25 per advert)
6 months - $150
3 months - $100
1 month - $50
Call Manuela on 021 44 55 29
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

‘Spot the Yot’ and WIN
a $20 OCC voucher
Back to the basics... let’s play the
“Spot the Yot” again!!

For your chance to win a $20 OCC voucher
this month, just find the tiny yacht in one
of our advertisers’ ads and email your answer
to info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz by 20th July
2015. Winner is drawn at random from correct entries.
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COMMODORE’S REPORT

T

hank you to all the club members
who came along to our AGM especially those who have stepped up to join our
2015/16 committee. We’ve got a great team;
I’m very excited by the calibre of the people
and the potential this team will unleash at our
club. (See the photo and introductions later
in this issue). We have our first committee
meeting this month but before that we’ll be
getting together to create a clear vision of what
we want to achieve as a club over the next 12
to 24 months. Please share your ideas with
the committee and let us know what you want
from your club, especially in terms of racing,
cruising and social events so that we can ensure we’re working on the things that matter
to our members.
Thank you very much to Ian and the previous committee, some of whom have graciously accepted the challenge of staying on, helping us ensure we continue to run a great club
and build on the positive foundation already
established.
Congratulations again to our OCC racing
sailors who convincingly ensured the Interclub trophy is retained in it’s rightful place
over the OCC bar. Race three stretched a few
of us with gusts over 30 knots but the OCC
fleet did us proud. Our winter racing is underway and already delivering some competitive sailing so get out and enjoy it.
Great to see a good fleet out for the first ladies race, seven boats in all including the girls
team on one of the new 420s. The club now
has access to three of these boats and we want
to use these boats to encourage more people
into sailing. As well as youth sailing, we’ll be
using the boats for adult learn to sail. If you’ve

only ever been rail weight or crew and would
like to get on the helm these boats will be a
great platform to learn on. We’ll also be making them available for club racing, encouraging our youth and new sailors to join the race
fleets on a regular basis.
Many of our members have been enticed up
to the warmer latitudes but for those of us staying around there is plenty to do. Come down
and enjoy your club and bring your friends,
we welcome visitors and want to become the
social hub of the community. The bar is open
after work (4 pm) Wednesday through Friday
(and Saturday & Sunday) drop in and chat to
friends.
I’ll see you there,
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TELL TALES NEWS & REPORTS
Racing Report

leeward races each day.

Makana Confections Women’s Winter
Series
The first race of the
women’s winter series
was held in glorious
conditions on the shortest day of the year. It
was neat to see a large fleet on the start line.
We would like to extend special thanks to
sponsor Makana Confections for their generous donation of two boxes of chocolate for
each race of the series, and their continued
support of OCC.

We are looking forward to hosting this very
competitive fleet at our club.

NSR Winter Open Series
Race 1 of the open
winter series was also
sailed in champagne
conditions. Special
thanks to Rob Galley from NSR for his support. This Series seems popular every year
and even draws some competitors from down
the river to our start line.
E5.9 regatta / North Islands Champs
The second regatta of the Elliott 5.9 Traveller Series 2015
will be hosted by Opua Cruising Club on 25th and 26th
July, with several windward

OCC retains Fisher & Paykel Trophy
What a passionate effort by our sailors!
Thanks to an overwhelming turnout for both
races and an immaculate (well almost) racing
strategy, the trophy will stay put above our
bar for another year. Hard Luck, Russell!
Well done to all participants from OCC.

Our new Racing Secretary
Chris Hornell is back
onboard of the OCC
committee and will lend
a hand with his racing
knowledge. Any feedback
and ideas can be sent to
info@opuacruisingclub.
co.nz
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Cruising Report
Cees is back!
We are happy to retain
Cees as our Cruising
Coordinator.

Social Report
Quiz Night
Our last Quiz Night was well supported as
usual. The picture round was of cow breeds
which was enjoyed by everyone (brown,
black, white cows and the odd gnu). Once
again Lorraine excelled herself. What would
we do without her?!
Next Quiz Night is on Thursday 23rd July.
Bingo
Bingo Night was great fun for one person
who won all the prizes but kindly donated a
bottle of wine back. Next Bingo Night is on
the 9th July.
Darts every Wednesday in Winter
Darts will be on every Wednesday throughout Winter.

Lesley Lucas
Hi, I’m Lesley Lucas
I’m from England, and
ever since I met my Kiwi
husband and was introduced to New Zealand I
have wanted to sail. We
finally moved to NZ, and
BoI 3 years ago, buying a small Campervan
Park and Holiday Apartments in Paihia. To
get into sailing we started gently with some
crew work, and have just recently bought an
Allan Wright Lotus 9.2 to get us on the water
for ourselves.
My work background is from hotel sales with
a bias to conference and events, we still run
a UK based Event Management business and
we enjoy a good social occasion.
So Commodore Bill has tapped my shoulder
to help the club organise social events. We
would like the regular quiz, darts nights to
continue with help for the regulars as that’s
not my expertise – but I do hope to add some
pizzazz and jazz to creating a few great fun
social occasions that all members of OCC
will enjoy and remember. I’m really keen to
get OCC involved in local events as well that
take place in Opua, Russell, Paihia and get the
OCC name out
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Continued from page 5
there to increase new and/or a social place
for both members and non-members to
enjoy.
I look forward to meeting a few more of the
members and enjoying all the OCC has to offer.
Membership Report
What do YOU want from your club?
The committee wants our membership numbers continue to grow, and we are currently
looking at the benefits we offer different
membership categories. We are putting
together a survey to gather your opinions on
what you want from your club, so please help
us out by filling it in when you see it.
Ruth Walley
Hello, I am your friendly
Membership Officer. My
husband and I sailed here
from South Africa and
we arrived in Port Opua
in 2010 where we settled
and bought a business.
My aim this year is to increase our mem-

OPUA 2012

We specialise in:
Batteries
Solar panels
LED lighting
Stockists of: Pratley Adhesives
marine insTallaTion & repairs
Unit 6, Opua Marine Park, Baffin St, Opua
Tel/Fax: 09 402 7177
www.marineelectricsopua.co.nz

bership through questionnaires which will
identify what exactly our existing and future members expect to receive from a
“welcoming cruising club” that embraces
locals and visiting yachts from abroad.
Bar & Kitchen Report
Bar Opening Hours
The club bar & kitchen will be open from
4pm Wednesday to Sunday.
Chris Ball
Chris is staying on the
committee in his role as
the bar & kitchen liason
person. Please don’t hesistate to have a chat with
Chris, when you spot him
at the club. He’s very keen
to hear from our members about our bar and
galley preformances.
House Report
Firewood needed
Winter is here and we are in need of firewood
again. If anyone has any spare firewood, the
club would gratefully appreciate your donation.
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Andy is back!
Greetings all, to those
that don’t know me, I am
a regular Racer and very
part time Cruiser returning to the OCC Committee for another stint as
your House Officer.
I Manage the ITM store at Haruru Falls and
have good understanding of how things work
and how to fix them. Moreover, of course, I
can get the best price to do the job. I live close
by in Opua, so I guess I am suited to the job.
I plan on having a “JOB BOOK” kept behind
the bar, so if you see something needs doing,
note it down, and I will get on to it. Hopefully, not too much needs doing!
See you on the water, or in the Club.
Publicity Report
Advertisment renewals
Signage and advertisment renewals are rolling
in, thanks to Cees who has been contacting
our existing advertisers, many of whom have
renewed - thank you to everyone who has

signed up. Your support is greatly appreciated.
There are still a few spaces available if you
would like to sign up - the cost is $200 per
year, and you can pre-pay up to 5 years which
gives you the advantage of avoiding any price
increases for the next few years. Please email
info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz to enquire.

Meet our committee members
Bill Kidman - Commodore
Hi I’m Bill one of the
resident catamaran sailors.
Racing the Tornado “Yahoo Serious” or cruising in
“Synchronicity”. I’m happy to take on the responsibility of commodore; I’m
passionate about racing, cruising and almost
everything about being on the water and want
to share this passion with others. I’d like to see
our club cement itself as the sailing, boating
and social hub of our community, renown for
hosting great events both on and off the water.
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Continued from page 6
Darren Crawfor - Vice Commodore
Hi, My name is Darren
Crawford. I am immersed
in sailing as a career and
have been a keen sailor
most of my adult life.
I was brought up around
the Fire Service, it was like family to me and
one of the Fire Services main strengths was
comradery. The team ethic was something I
saw have significant results and achieve way
more collectively, than an individual on their
own. I recognised this quality within the sailing community.
Sailing forms a common bond and the laws of
the ocean are unique from any other place, in
that if something goes wrong you are legally
obliged to assist. I think people that take to
the sea are comfortable with this ethos and are
willing to help and support others if needed.
This ethos spreads to the club and becomes
the basis of its values, values I hope to continue to foster.
Derrek Edwards - Treasurer
I have retired to the Bay
of Islands after 25 years
in business in the Lower
North Island and have
lived in Opua with my
wife Beryl for the last 2
years.
Relocating to ‘the Bay’ has enabled me to resume Sailing after 35 years flying and operating a variety of aircraft, so joining OCC was
an obvious choice.
Having served on the previous Committee
and ‘learned (some of ) the ropes’, I hope I to
use my experience in other businesses to the
benefit of our Club.

For the future, I hope to help the Committee provide an interesting and vibrant
Club and on a personal level become competative in the Club’s Race programme.
Manuela Gmuer-Hornell
I am back too! My role
this year, is the communications. If you have any
interesting news, send
them to me! Moreover,
if you are interested in
learning how to make our
magazine, let me know!!! Thank you.
manuela.gmuer@gmail.com
Peter Boyd - Dinghy Sailing
Hello! I moved to the Bay
ten years ago with my wife
Jane and our daughter
Bella to live the dream. I
have never been so hectic
with our Marine Canvas
Business and the local
Doyle sail agent as well as a safety inspector
for Yachting NZ.
Having come from a boating/sailing background when asked to help out with the Junior sailing programme I thought this was an
excellent opportunity to put something back
into the sport and the club.
The aspirations I have for the club over the
next year, are for it to become THE Place to
go. Not just Opua, but the bay its self. I want
to remodel the junior sailing, by not just having a learn to sail for juniors, but for all willing
to learn. I want to have three different types of
boats that sailors can move through the ranks.
From Optimists through to two handed sailing dinghies. Also to encourage not just club
juniors to learn and race but involve schools
and groups to use the club and its facilities.
For this reason, my resort will now be called
dinghy sailing.
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A LITTLE BIT OF BLACK MAGIC?

by Ian Templeman

A

couple of years ago Merry and I were
on holiday in the UK and we arranged
to visit an old friend, Rob Collins, who has
a sail loft down in Cornwall. When we last
saw Rob in the late 1970’s he was a pilot with
British Airways and it seemed ironic that after
30 years of no contact we had both ended up
doing the same thing on opposite sides of the
world.
We spent a happy couple of days downing
a few pints of beer and putting the world to
right, but the highlight for me was that I was
invited to sail as the 3rd man on Rob’s 100
year old 18 Foot Restricted Class ‘Myrtle’for
the last race of the summer series.
Race day arrived and we slipped the mooring
in the Percuil River and sailed down to the
starting line off St. Mawes town quay where,
in a light breeze, we circled around eyeing up
the opposition. Word had got around that
Rob had a Kiwi onboard so I received stares of
suspicion from all directions.
It was a downwind start and the kite was hoisted just before the gun but within 30 seconds
calamity, our topsail fell down, but luckily it
landed in the cockpit. I was given the helm
whilst my shipmates set about jury rigging a
replacement halyard and resetting the sail.
By this time our main rival for overall points,
Bob Edwards in Magpie, had opened up a 30
meter lead and I was left on the helm with
instructions to ‘reel him in’.
The second leg of the course was a fickle close
reach and by the grace of God and some good
sail trimming we managed to catch him and
creep past to windward leaving him in our
dirty air. Once round the second mark the sea

breeze filled in and we had a great beat back to
the finish clinching both the race and a series
win for Rob who was thrilled.
We took Myrtle back to her mooring and
drove round to meet our wives in the St.
Mawes Sailing Club bar. By the time we arrived feelings were running pretty high that
my mate Rob had cheated as he had ‘this
bloody Kiwi guy onboard’ but the red faces of
anger soon changed to minor embarrassment
as they discovered that this Kiwi was actually
an Englishman. A few more pints of Devenish and the world was put to right and a truly
memorable day alas came to an end.

reprint from previous TT
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by Lesley Lucas

T

his is my first opportunity as your new
social representative for the club to
introduce myself and what will be our catchphrase for the year, let’s get social.

family fun evening starting with a Trick or
Treat for the kids, followed by a themed buffet dinner and a few drinks.

Here is a taste of some of the events we have
to kick-start the social calendar. Get these
dates in your diary, more information to
follow:

CHRISTMAS PARADE – FRIDAY 04TH DECEMBER 2015

MID-WINTER DINNER – SATURDAY 22ND
AUGUST 2015

Christmas themed mid-winter dinner, lots
of presents and prizes to be had
HALLOWEEN WIZARD AND WITCHES –
SATURDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2015

Double, Double, toil and trouble
As a way to get us all in the spirit for the
Summer Racing Series and Cruising we will
be holding a Wizards and Witches Halloween

For the first time we will be entering an OCC
float in the Parade. We have many members
with different talents and skills – let’s get creative!. We can build that boat float to turn
those heads and get our profile out there.
please refer to our online calendar for uptodate information on all our events!
opuacruisingclub.co.nz/events
Below: Flashback to the Mid-Winter Party
2012 - Santa and his snazzy helper!
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from an existing
BLACK DECK Adapted
story by John Goldsbury

I

t all started when the boat builders made
an error in recording the order for a new
One Ton boat. Well known US sailor Bus
Mosbacher intended to have a black boat
with white decks, but it came out with a
white hull and black deck. There was insufficient time for a new paint job, so Bus took
it to its first regatta the way it was.
The boat was a runaway success, easily wining its first Bermuda Race despite the crew’s
discomfort with the cabin and deck being
intolerably hot. When asked what made the
boat so fast, Bus replied it was obviously the
black deck. As the boat continued to be successful, other black decks started to appear.
There was much speculation on how the
black decks enhanced performance. One
popular explanation was that warm air rising
off the deck prevented the flow of wind
under the sails from the windward to
the leeward side, and so improving
the aerodynamics. Many articles were
written; much physics was employed;
equations were created; more learned
theories appeared; and the term “Induced Collateral End Plate” was coined.
Now that there was scientific theory to
back up what was happening on the
water, more black decks appeared.
Recognising the difficulties of sailing
in an oven, marine suppliers quickly
produced specially insulated shoes and
shorts for deck work, and a special coating for the cabin headlining.
By now the International Technical Committee of the IOR became
involved, and decided there would be
an arbitrary 0.75 percent penalty on the
rating of any boat with a black deck.
This further enhanced the merits of
reprint from previous TT

black decks, so even more appeared. This
ruling was not without controversy - particularly when one enterprising sailor had his
decks painted midnight blue!
By the time next year’s Bermuda Race rolled
round, virtually the entire fleet sported black
decks. In the meantime, Bus Mosbacher had
sorted out his paint job with the boat builders, and had his deck painted white. Needless to say, he again won the race, this time
with an even greater winning margin, and
the black deck theories quietly died a natural
death.
As an afterthought, why do modern passenger jets have those turned-up wingtips?
Aren’t they are meant to enhance the wing’s
performance through the Induced Collateral
End Plate effect?
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By Dr. Brian Hepburn

HOW TO....
... get on and how to get off the hard stuff
This is chapter number 7
If going astern doesn’t work, the next step
is to try to pivot your vessel to get her bow
pointed back towards deep water. If you have
a dinghy with a sizable engine, use it to try to
pull her bow around. If not, set a kedge at 45
degrees to deep water and try to crank the bow
around. Most electric anchor winches won’t
stand up to the strain this kind of manoeuvres
puts on them. It’s better to lead the kedge rode
back to your main halyard or cockpit winches
and use one of them.
In conditions of strong beam wind or current,
the captain of the assisting vessel may need
to set his or her own kedge to windward and
have a crew member maintain a strain on the
anchor line to help keep the towing vessel’s
bow from falling off and possibly allowing the
vessel to be swept aground. The anchor winch,
however, should be used only to help keep the
bow of the assisting vessel into or quarter to
wind and current. It should not be used to
help exert pulling force itself, as it normally
will not be strong enough to stand the strain
involved.
Communication.
The captains of both the grounded vessel and

the assisting vessel should have a clear channel for communicating with each other established, prior to the attempt to free the grounded vessel. Preferably it will be over a working
VHF radio channel such as 6 or 68. If one or
both vessels do not have a working VHF radio aboard, they should agree on a set of hand
signals through which they can communicate.
The crew of both vessels should stand well
clear of the tow line. Under the pressure of
towing, it can snap and lash back towards either vessel, causing severe injuries. Before the
attempt to free the grounded vessel begins,
its captain should make sure there is a kedge
out and a crew member taking up slack in its
line to keep the vessel from being swept back
aground once it is freed. If the grounded vessel
is without power, it’s also a good idea to have
a crew member ready to set a second anchor if
necessary once the vessel is freed. During the
towing manoeuvres itself, the captain of the
assisting vessel should exert slow steady pressure on the tow line, avoiding sudden acceleration, which can break the tow line or cause
severe damage to one or both vessels.
Legal Aspects of Accepting and Providing
Assistance
In most cases in which your vessel is aground,
you can accept assistance from a fellow recreational boater without concern that he or she

www.insurancemarine-online.com

Insurance for Sailors by Sailors

Dr. Brian & Joan Hepburn, Joint Directors. Over 200,000 blue water miles & 95 years
of sailing between us. Joint Directors of the Island Cruising Association for 11 years.

WORLD WIDE COVER FOR BOAT

Any CrAft – Any use – Anywhere – two Person Crew – single hAnded
CoAstAl – Blue wAter – third PArty – under ConstruCtion – in trAnsit
Main agents in Australia, New Zealand and the
Pacific for Edward William Marine Services SL.

contact
hepburn@insurancemarine-online.com

We can now accept
quote requests via
Android devices.

Tell Tales | 13

may lay claim to your vessel under maritime
law pertaining to salvage rights. Maritime law
on salvage rights is extremely ill-defined and
by and large relates primarily to vessels that
have been legally abandoned.
Usually, in order to claim salvage rights, the
captain of a salvaging vessel must demonstrate that the vessel being claimed had been
abandoned by its owner, who was making no
attempt to salvage it. The fact that you are
aboard the vessel and making an attempt to
extricate it from danger is what lawyers call
“proof on its face” that you had not abandoned it; and therefore the laws on rights
of salvage do not apply. In the absence of a
contract, you also can accept assistance from a
fellow recreational boater without undue concern that you will be charged an exorbitant fee
for his or her services.

your boat-owner’s insurance. If you are dealing with a commercial towing service, however, the situation can be significantly different. Their representative, either the captain of
the vessel they send to assist you of someone
in their office you talk with over the radio,
will clearly state a price and require that you
agree to pay it before assistance commences.
The prices some of these services charge are
outrageous, but if you agree to their fee, you
probably will have no choice but to pay it. The
hull insurance of a good yacht policy normally
covers the cost of towing and assistance if it
is required to keep the yacht from suffering
further damage.
This is the finish of “How to get on & how to
get off the hard stuff”
Next month will be chapter #1 of “Keeping
the water on the outside”

Unless a price for services is stated before the
attempt to free your vessel commences
and you agree to pay the stated fee in front of
witnesses, any subsequent attempts to charge
you would fall under the “Just and reasonable” concept. If the assisting boater were to
take you to court, he or she might succeed in
making you pay something, but any charges
would have to be “Just and reasonable” for the
service performed.
You could find that you are liable for any
damages to the assisting vessel that resulted
from the attempt to help you, but they would
probably be covered by the liability clause of

Local Knowledge

Whether you are looking to have your sails serviced, new sails designed and
built, or your covers taken care of, a North Sails Certified sailmaker can look
after your every need. We offer FREE pickup and delivery, and what’s
more our Opua based loft is right at your fingertips! Contact Roger Hall on
027 525 1891 or roger.hall@northsails.com and discover the difference.

Bay of Islands
RACING

| CRUISING

| SERVICE

|

COVERS

www.nz.northsails.com
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

W

ithout the kind support of all
our advertisers and sponsors, the
OCC simply wouldn’t be able to
produce this magazine.

So please show your support in return,
and use the products and services advertised in Tell Tales whenever possible.
Thanks!

CMC DESIGN
Rob
Galley

BOATBUILDING I FURNITURE I TIMBERWORK

We provide expert services to local
and overseas yachts. You can rely on
our expertise and products. Our
complete range of facilities allow us
to service all of your spar and
rigging needs.

Craig McInnes call (09) 402 5020
mobile 021 344 158 fax 09 402 5021
i n f o @ c m c d e s i g n . c o . n z w w w. c m c d e s i g n . c o . n z
Unit D, Opua Commercial Estate, Bay of Islands
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Northland Spars & Rigging

+64 (0)9 402 6280
+64 (0)273 322 381
2 Baffin Street, Opua, NZ
sales@sparsandrigging.com
www.sparsandrigging.com

Rob Lang
Managing Director
PO Box 4
Opua, 0241

Ph. 09 402 6939

Unit 16
Baffin Street
Opua

Proud sponsors

Opening hours:
Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm
Sat: 8am-5pm
Sun: 8am-5pm

of the Summer Series
For all your marine
supplies, and now
professional rigging
services too

0800 CATER MARINE

sales@catermarine.co.nz

www.catermarine.co.nz

Luxury
apartments
over the water
Beechy Street,
Opua

www.theboathouseopua.com
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CLASSIFIED LISTINGS
Place a free classified listing in Tell Tales by
emailing info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz. If
you sell an item via our Classifieds section,
we request that you make a small, voluntary
donation (eg. 5% of the value) to the club.

Your committee held their first meeting last
week and came up with a lot of things they
should do and a few things they shouldn’t...
good to see there is a bit of humour in there
too. This reads “Naked Cruises”

our youth
sailors
explaining
the word
“SWAG” read it up in
the dictionary

The
tooth
fairy.
Seen
during a
bowling
trip to
Russell
in 2012.
Identity
is unknown!

Craig Gurnell

D I R E C TO R
willissails@ihug.co.nz
Loft: Norfolk Place
skype: willissails
PO Box 453, Kerikeri
09 407 8153
021 786 080
www.willissails.co.nz
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