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You can help keep your 
islands pest-free

Imagine the islands of 
the eastern Bay (Ipipiri) 
alive with birdsong...
We can do it! With your help Project 
Island Song will restore Ipipiri by 
creating healthy island forests for 
more native birds.
What’s Project Island Song all about?
Landowners, tangata whenua, 
community groups and agencies 
are all working together to restore 
the islands following the successful 
eradication of rodents in 2009.

Who’s involved?
Guardians of the Bay of Islands 
Inc. (a local community group), 
Patukeha and Ngati Kuta, hapu 
from Rawhiti and the Department 
of Conservation have joined 
together to bring the birds back to 
the Bay of Islands. 

The Eastern Bay of Islands 
Preservation Society and the 
Northland Regional Council are 
working with landowners on a 
pest-free buffer zone along the 
coast between Rawhiti and Russell. 
Project Points and Project Strip 
have been set up to stop rats and 
stoats swimming to the islands.

Want to help?
Come and join Friends of 
Project Island Song by emailing 
info@projectislandsong.co.nz 
Please lend a hand to plant 
trees, watch for pests and care 
for your islands. 

Call DOC 
09 407 0300 (offi ce hours)

0800 DOC HOT (after hours)
(0800 362 468)

RAT (circular) STOAT (elongated)

info@projectislandsong.co.nz or go to 
www.projectislandsong.co.nz

NZ robin DOC

Toutouwai    
Fantail DAVID MUDGE

Tirairaka

North Island tomtit DICK VEITCH

Miromiro    

Brown teal J L KENDRICK

Pateke North Island kaka PETER REESE

Bellbird TUI DE ROY

Korimako

. Before leaving the mainland   
 STOP, and CHECK your gear, then  
 GO and have fun.
. Keep your boat or kayak, pack,  
 tent and picnic gear free from   
 rats, mice and ants; your shoes  
 clear of weed seeds.
. Please leave your pets at home.
. Check food supplies before   
 leaving the mainland and keep in  
 sealed containers until you arrive  
 at the islands.
. Leave only footprints and take  
 only photos.
. Tell DOC as soon as you see pests  
 (rats, mice or stoats or their tracks)  
 on the islands or on board your vessel.

PROJECT ISLAND SONG
PUBLIC CONSERVATION LAND
(visitors welcome)

PRIVATE LAND
PROJECT POINTS
RAWHITI 3B2 TRUST LANDS
PROJECT STRIP
NOOSE & NECKLACE

Black-backed gull DOC

Karoro

Caspian tern DETLEF DAVIES

Taranui

Reef heron GEOFF MOON

Matuku moana

Kingfi sher DOC

Kotare

Flesh-footed shearwater SUZI PHILLIPS

Toanui

White-fronted tern DETLEF DAVIES

Tara
Australasian gannet SUZI PHILLIPS

Takapu

Fairy prion           SUZI PHILLIPS

Titi wainui

Common diving petrel ROGER McNEILL

Kuaka

Fluttering shearwater BRENT STEPHENSON

Pakaha

White-faced storm petrel SUZI PHILLIPS

Takahikare-moana

Blue penguin DOC

Korora

Pied shag BRENT STEPHENSON

Karuhiruhi

Variable oystercatcher DOC

Torea

NZ dotterel SIMON FORDHAM

Tuturiwhatu

Pied stilt BARRY J HARCOURT

Poaka

Red-billed gull DOC

Tarapunga

(Roberton)
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• Approaching parallel to and slightly 
to the rear at “no wake/idle” speed

• Having no more than 3 vessels 
(includes jet skis and kayaks) within 
300 metres of a dolphin pod at any 
one time.

• Not swimming with calves or juvenile 
dolphins (e.g. any animals less than 
2/3 the length of adult dolphins).

• Never driving through, cutting off or 
circling a group of dolphins.

• Not making sudden or repeated 
changes in direction or speed.

Guide published by Project Island Song  
© Project Island Song 2013.

Stoat image Rod Morris.

Bringing back the birdsong
 note by note

KEEPING THE ISLANDS DOG, RAT, CAT, MOUSE, STOAT & ARGENTINE-ANT FREE

For more information contact 
DOC on 09 407 0300 

(office hours) or 0800 DOCHOT 
(afterhours)



Be the frontline of 
defence
Pest-free islands are wonderful places 
– full of  hope. Without rats, plants will 
recover providing food for birds. 
Without rats and stoats, birds will 
return and these islands of  the eastern 
Bay of  Islands (Ipipiri) will sing again.

But Ipipiri is vulnerable; it’s quite possible for 
rats and stoats to swim there from the 
mainland.

A trap network, regular inspections by 
predator dogs and their handlers, and public 
education, reduces the chances that pests 
return and, if they do, makes sure they don’t 
stay.

How can you help?
Ipipiri’s future is in your hands. Rats are not fussy, 
they like clean as well as dirty gear and boats. 
So, before you leave the mainland:

STOP!
CHECK! (for pests)
GO! (& have fun!)

If you see pests or their tracks on the 
islands, call DOC on 09-407 0300 (office 
hours) or 0800 DOCHOT  
(0800 362 468) (afterhours).

You can also help  
by sponsoring a 
rat-trap on the 
mainland. Go to  
www.projectislandsong.co.nz  
for more information.
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Be part of the best 
conservation project 
on the planet
The Project Island Song Story

Before people
The islands of the eastern Bay of Islands (Ipipiri) 
were alive with birdsong. 

People and pests arrive
Rats, mice and stoats arrived and found New 
Zealand birds easy to catch. 

2005 
Project Island Song partners: Guardians of the Bay 
of Islands Inc. (a local community group); Patukeha 
and Ngati Kuta (hapü from Rawhiti) and the 
Department of Conservation start working together 
to restore Ipipiri.

2009                      
Pest eradication carried out across all islands.

2012 
Pateke (brown teal) are the first endangered birds 
returned to Ipipiri. 

Today
Birdsong is returning to the eastern Bay of Islands 
– note by note. Island landowners and managers, 
tangata whenua, community groups, volunteers and 
government agencies are working together to keep 
the islands pest-free. More than 15,000 plants 
have been planted and unwanted garden escapee 
plants are being weeded out.

Project Island Song is also coordinating pest control 
along the mainland coast between Rawhiti and 
Russell helping stop rats and stoats swimming to the 
islands. The Guardians, hapü, Eastern Bay of Islands 
Preservation Society, mainland landowners and 
residents, Northern Regional Council, DOC, Nga 
Whenua Rahui, New Zealand Kiwi Foundation and 
Russell Landcare Trust are working together on a 
number of mainland pest control projects including: 
Points, Strip, and Noose and Necklace.

Tomorrow
Project Island Song’s vision is to help recreate an 
archipelago of restored islands. 

Want to be part of the best conservation 
project on the planet? 

Keep in touch with 
progress, go to  
www.projectislandsong.co.nz  
or become a Friend of 
Project Island Song, go to 
info@projectislandsong.co.nz
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