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Having a splashing time! The crew of ‘Bandit’
get wet and wild at the Elliott 5.9 training day
in Opua last month. See the report & photos
on page 10 of this issue.
Photo credit: Lorraine Kite

Advertise in Tell Tales

...and be seen by hundreds of people in
Opua and Paihia every month.
1 year - $300 + GST
6 months - $150 + GST
3 months - $100 + GST
1 month - $50 + GST
Call Helen on 0211 583 199
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

by Manuela
Gmuer-Hornell

‘Spot the Yot’ and WIN
a $20 OCC voucher

This month’s Spot the Yot winner is Jill Topliss. Congratulations Jill, you’ve won a $20
OCC voucher.
For your chance to win this month, just find
the tiny yacht in one of our advertisers’ ads
and email your answer to
info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz by 22nd June
2012. Winner drawn at random from correct
entries.

When you need a lifejacket...
you want to be sure
it’s going to work

Special Offer:
NOW JUST $109
(usually $142)

Hutchwilco have
been making quality
lifejackets in NZ for over
100 years, so you can
be sure you’re trusting
your life to the experts.
These lifejackets offer
twice the buoyancy of
a foam lifejacket, and
instantly return the wearer
to a face-up position
when inflated.
●● Pull-cord activation
●● 150N buoyancy
●● MNZ, CAA & ISO
approved

Get yours today from

Opua Commercial Estate, Paihia Road (SH11), Opua
Open Mon to Fri 8am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 1pm
Call: 09 402 7876 | Email: info@marinecentre.co.nz

www.marinecentre.co.nz

T

he Club is still very busy with racing and
social activities. The fireplace has been
kicked into gear and we are always looking
for (split) firewood.
We’ve bid farewell to most of our visiting
yachties and we hope they all have a safe trip
to warmer climes. Au Revoir!
Our AGM will take place on Tuesday 19th
June 2012 at 7pm. None of the current committee members are taking their position for
granted. And we would like to talk to anyone
who would like to take on any of the committee positions. Don’t be shy! As long as you
have our club close to your heart, you will be
the right person for the job!
I’ve stumbled over an article on
yachtracing.biz –
It’s time that sailing started selling the magic,
not the wand. What does that mean? It means
that a wand is just a wooden stick. You can only
write so much about the stick. A stick is a stick.
The way you sell a wand is to talk about what
the stick can do. Sailing is still stuck talking
about boats and rules and events. It’s not engaging in the propaganda enough. It’s not selling
the feeling you get when you win the America’s
Cup. It’s not selling the life lessons and friendships. It’s not selling the magic.

These few sentences hit the nail right on the
head. We need more “je ne sais quoi” to turn
our passion for the sport into a “must do”
or “must have” for non-yachties or armchair
sailors.
Another great “adventure” for me, is getting
Kia Kaha ready to race offshore (to Noumea
and later on at the Hamilton Islands Race
Week) under the OCC flag. Chris is taking a
crew of 10 to Noumea. All bar one are OCC
members. In Noumea we pick up a delivery
crew to sail the boat to the Whitsundays – all
delivery crew are OCC members.
The requirements to take your boat offshore
racing are getting stricter every year. For example 75% of the crew has to have a current
“advanced sea survival course”. Then there is
a very comprehensive medical kit to be put
together, and this year Chris & I decided to
feed the crew with freeze dried food. Our
family sampled/tested several more-or-less
appealing meals over the last few weeks. I
think it will all taste much better out at sea.
The whole crew has been very busy to get the
boat into top notch shape. Let’s hope they
can do the Opua Cruising Club proud. You
can follow them on the Sail Noumea website
http://www.sailnoumea.com/
And this was my bid to sell you a magic
wand, not a stick ;-)
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Tell Tales News & Reports
Racing Report - David Krebs

for being photographer for the night - you
can see all the photographs online - just visit
our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
opuacruisingclub/

Fisher & Paykel Trophy hangs in
the balance
After two races, the interclub series between
Russell Boating Club (RBC) and Opua
Cruising Club (OCC) still hangs in the balance.
See the results so far on the Latest News page
of the website (http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/
latest-news/)
The deciding race will be on Sunday 10th
June at 11:00am, starting at Opua.
Winter course sheet available online
Winter races kicked off last month with a
rather wet Anne of Craicor & Makana Ladies
Race on Mother’s Day.
Throughout winter there will usually be one
Ladies Race and one Wet & Forget Race each
month - check the calendar at http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/whats-on/ to check dates.
You can also download the winter racing
course sheet from the website - just visit the
Racing page at http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/
racing/

Tell Tales News & Reports

Cruising Report - Les Alderton

Prizegiving a big success - thanks to all
involved
The Annual OCC Prizegiving Ceremony was
a resounding success, with around 100 people
present enjoying the food, atmosphere, and
(of course) the prizes.
Jim, Michelle and the kitchen staff prepared
a wonderful 3-course meal, and the prizegiving was split up between courses to give our
hands a rest from all the clapping, and the
Commodore’s voice a rest from all the announcing.
A great night was had by all, and a very many
prizes were given out by our extremely generous sponsors. A huge thank you goes out to
all the sponsors and organisers for a wonderful night. Thanks also to Vera from Libertee

May cruise cancelled
Would you believe...great weather and
everyone is busy except me. What with ‘Puff
and Pull’ with the Rotary people there, the
Fisher and Paykel trophy to bring home and
the 5.9s and all who run them....no time for
cruising.
Next cruise - Queen’s Birthday Weekend
Queens Birthday let’s get out in the islands
and think of the poor people who sailed off
to Fiji or Tonga as we dive into the sparkling
water (full wet suit of course) and not worry
about the stone fish as we BBQ on the ocean
edge (weather permitting of course).
Thanks Dave & Rusty
A big thank you to Dave Welten and (Rusty)
Rob Webb.
They spent all last Monday shampooing the
carpet and chairs. It looks great even the old
chairs once they dried out.

cruise into
Carters Paihia
for all your
building needs
09 402 7331
Opua Estate SH11
Main Road

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 7am - 5pm
Sat: 8am - 12.30pm

Social Report - Cees Romeyn
Cees back from holiday
I have been away on holiday in Australia
where I had a wonderful time catching up
with past members Norm and Nora. We
spent four magical days on the Murray River.
Social calendar over winter
Last month we had another successful Quiz
Night, and a great Bingo Night as well.
I was very lucky and could have taken most
of the prizes but I returned the little ones so
someone else could have a turn.
Now that winter is upon us and many have
left for warmer climes, it is possible that the
club is to be closed on Thursday nights. Then
the Quiz and Bingo Nights will be held on
the first and third Friday of the month. Keep
your eye on the notice board & website.
Darts will be on Wednesday nights as usual.
Mid-Winter Dinner
The Mid Winter Dinner is planned for Sat.
30th June - look out
for further details.
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Tell Tales News & Reports
Publicity Report - Helen Horrocks
Introducing your new “Publicity Guru”
- Bernard Heise
As many of you
already know,
I’m heading for
sunnier climes
over the winter.
I’m still planning
on producing the
Tell Tales while
I’m away, but as
I’m not sure how
reliable my internet access will be up in Tonga, one of our
members, Bernard Heise from S.V. Momo,
has kindly volunteered to keep you all up to
date via the website end emails. Here’s a little
intro to Bernard...
Bernard Heise is a relatively recent New
Zealand denizen. After spending a number of
years floating around the Pacific from Mexico
to Hawaii and Alaska to Fiji, he and his family
have established themselves (more or less) in the
Bay of Islands, grateful to the many homegrown New Zealanders who helped convince the
Minister of Immigration to let them in by moving to Australia. He has a Ph.D. in German
history, which holds very little significance for

the regional economy of Northland. But it has
helped him secure work as German-to-English
translator, which is not so much a calling but
keeps him afloat.
I’m sure you’ll hear lots more from Bernard
over the coming months. Good luck Bernard,
and thanks for your kind support of OCC!
General News
AGM date changed to 19th June
The date of the OCC AGM has been
changed to Tuesday 19th June 2012 to allow
time for an audit of the club’s finances to take
place. Please mark the new date in your diary.
Committee nomination forms
now available
The forms to nominate someone for a position on the OCC Committee for next year
are now available. There are copies available
in the club or on the website (check the
Latest News page (http://opuacruisingclub.
co.nz/latest-news/).
If you’d like to stand for the Committee,
you must be a full member of OCC, and
you need to be nominated by two other full
members. Please hand completed forms to a
Committee member, or to Marie at the bar.

Tell Tales News & Reports
OCC Receives $6,340 from Pub Charity
We are pleased to announce that we have
recently received a substantial amount of funding
from Pub Charity Community Funding
- a total grant of $6,340.04! The grant will
provide our club’s Youth Sailing and Racing
programmes with much-needed funds for
training, safety and regatta racing equipment.
The Youth Sailing programme at the club has
taken a big step forward in the last year or so,
with both qualified instructors and keen participants. With the success of the club’s Youth
Sailing programme, our Starling Class sailors
are now entering interclub regattas.
The club’s Racing side has also taken off, and
OCC now boasts the most active Elliott 5.9
club fleet in the country. OCC sailors regularly represent the club in the National Class
Association regattas. This exposure has increased interest in the E5.9 class locally, and
is also drawing in more sailors who intend to
participate competitively.
As a result of OCC’s success in these areas,
we felt a need for more safety equipment and
training, as well as racing equipment. Thanks
to our Racing Officer David Krebs, who co-

ordinated the successful application, and to
Pub Chartiy for granting us the funds, we are
now able to purchase the training and equipment we need.
The equipment purchased with the grant
includes new buoyancy vests, first aid kits,
flares, VHF radios, racing marks, flags and
signalling equipment.
Last month, Opua Cruising Club hosted the
first of the 2012 Elliott 5.9 Traveller Series
regattas - a very successful event in which
the new Pub Charity funded race marks and
safety gear were used for the first time.
We are extremely grateful to Pub Charity
for assisting us help develop and reward
our youth and racing participants for their
achievements, and further develop the club’s
overall racing activities. Please support our
local Pub Charity pub & sponsor - the RoadRunner Tavern.
Member Donation
The Committee would like to thank Heidi
Bassey & Klaus Muendemann for their recent
donation to the club. Heidi and Klaus made
a substantial donation towards the TV in
the clubrooms, and we thank them for their
kindness and generosity.
36ft Charter Launch For Hire
> Westerly II in SSM
> Located at Opua Marina
> You-Drive or Skipper Available
> Very reasonable hire rates
> Every 7th day free boat hire just pay for the diesel and skipper
if required (days need not be consecutive)

CALL NOW

0800 2 inspire (4677473)
Free Information Pack
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Your club needs you!

Bar & Kitchen: Manager of the club bar and
kitchen, liaison with contractors.
Membership: Co-ordinator of membership
applications, member database, cards, etc.
House: Keeps the clubhouse is in good working order.
Social: Organiser of all non-sailing social
events & outings.
Cruising: Organiser of all ‘cruises-in-company’ & BBQs.
Publicity: Producer of Tell Tales, emails &
web updates.
Youth Sailing: Organiser & tutor of Youth
Sailing squad.

I

f you care about the future of your club,
why not stand for a Committee position at
the AGM on 19th June?
Every Committee position is re-filled at the
AGM each year, so you can stand for any
position at all, although we are particularly
keen to hear from anyone who would like to
take over the Secretary, Social and Cruising
positions, which currently don’t have any
nominations for next year.
Here’s a bit about each of the positions:

Commodore: ‘Head’ of the club - the most
stressful position of all!
Vice-Commodore: Assists the Commodore
in running the club.
Secretary: Minute-taker at monthly committee meetings, AGM and SGMs.
Treasurer: In charge of the club’s finances.
Racing: Organiser & co-ordinator of all club
racing activities.

Remember, no-one on the current Committee takes their position for granted, and a bit
of healthy competition is always good. After
all, it makes us all try harder!
To stand for Committee, you need to be a
full member, and be nominated by two other
full club members – nomination forms are
available in the club now. At the AGM (on
Tuesday 19th June, 7:00pm), you’ll then
need to be voted in by a majority of the full
members present, so you’ll need to be prepared to stand up and say why you think you
would be the best person to fill that position.

Being on the Committee is a lot less scary
than it sounds. Even if you haven’t been on
a Committee before, or you’re relatively new
to the club or sailing, don’t worry – you’ll get
all the supoprt you need. The most important
attributes are a desire and willingness to help,
and a bit of free time to put in to monthly
meetings and club duties.
Here’s what one of our club members, Anna
Romeyn, had to say after sitting in on a
Committee meeting last month:
“Recently I was given the opportunity of sitting
in on an OCC Committee meeting with the
idea of maybe stepping up for a role on said
committee. I was a little apprehensive at first,
thinking I may lose 2 hours of my life! But it
turned out I didn’t. In fact I enjoyed it and I
thank them for the privilege of letting me sit in.
What I witnessed was a group of people who
worked together efficiently and with an obvious
passion for their club, please note that they are
NOT paid to do this. Unfortunately for me I
am only an Associate member and as I have
found out cannot stand for certain roles on the
committee - A few things learned; being a full
member has a lot of advantages and if you have
ever thought of joining the committee - they are
a fantastic group of people.”
If you care about the future of your club, we
want you to get involved in the Committee.
Please fill in your nomination form before
the AGM on 19th June.

Tell Tales | 11

10 | Tell Tales

Elliott 5.9 training & regatta

R

esults of the 19th-20th May OCC
Elliott E5.9 Traveller Series regatta did
not entirely reflect the very much improved
performance of the OCC boats against the
top boats and crews from Auckland.
The winning boat was The Blurr, with
Voodoo coming 2nd, Brzo 3rd and Slam 4th.
Representatives from these boats were the
winners of the 2012 Champion of Champions regatta a weekend back in Auckland...
Cam Horne (Slam Dunk), Phil Quinn
(Blurr), Andy Robertson (Blurr), Grant
Mckinnon (Brzo) and Andrew Clarke (new
5.9 recruit)
Special thanks to Paddy Simms as Race Officer, to Dave Hesketh for providing the start
boat, to Jono for running the chase boat, and
to helpers Lorraine, Paul and Duncan. Also
thanks to our sponsor Bay of Islands Marine

Centre for supporting the regatta. It is the
support from the club helpers and sponsors
that makes these events successful.
The Elliott 5.9 Assiciation had this to say
about the event: “As always Opua Cruising
Club was a fantastic host and the event has
become a popular annual venue for the class.”
Several boats have changed hands recently in
Opua and Auckland and there are three new
crews buying boats in the Auckland area. This
should see the closely fought North island
circuit become even tighter.
Onerahi Sailing Club will host the next
regatta in the series on July 28-29. Other
events are set for Marsden Cove, Turangi
(North Island Champs) and the class will
sail their Auckland Champs as part of Sail
Akarana in September.
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Sinking of the ‘flight time’

A

From ‘Les Nouvelles Caledoniennes’, 26th April 2012

fter their rescue more than 200km off
New Caledonia, the five survivors of the
yacht ‘Flight Time’ tell their story.
After striking a container with their yacht
on Sunday evening, they took refuge in
dinghies and paddled for two days. Arnaud,
Yohan, Jean-Jacques, Jerome and Jean-Michel
managed to save a few items before the boat
sunk - binoculars, passports, a pump and the
valuable VHF radio that saved them.
Sunburnt faces, bright eyes and a smile on
their faces. The group of friends - Yohan,
Jean-Jacques, Arnaud, Jerome and Jean-Michel, aged 37 to 65 years - returned to land
on Tuesday afternoon. They began, slowly,
to realise they had incredible luck. Thanks to
the perfect coordination of a rescue operation by the MRCC, the rescue center in New
Caledonia, they were rescued 215 kilometers
offshore, south of Noumea, after the sinking
of their boat on Sunday night.
‘Flight Time’, a 12m yacht owned by JeanMichel, was sailing to Noumea from Opua
after cruising in New Zealand over hurricane season. The crew had only 24 hours of
navigation left before they reached port. They
never expected an impact with a submerged
container.
Yohan was at the helm, it was 11pm. “In ten
seconds, everyone was on deck. And then we
saw the water coming in. There was a hole
about 50cm by 50cm in front, below the waterline and the vessel was filled very quickly.”
The seasoned sailors first tried to save the
boat. “The pumps were not enough, two
people jumped into the water to try to repair
the hole. But after an hour, the bow was in
the water.”

The crew launched the two dinghies in panic,
taking oars, lifejackets, a VHF radio, flare
gun, and some food, including four liters of
water, a kilo of raisins, and some lemons.
“In hindsight, we realise we took unnecessary things. We should have thought about
a mirror, our wet weather jackets because we
were soaked and cold, a fleece blanket for
protection from the sun, cans of meat,” says
Arnaud.
Barely inside in the small boats, they saw the
sinking sailboat “nose first, then the mast of
the boat and stern,” recalls, Jean-Michel.
Then he had to make effective decisions, rowing against the current. “At this point, you do
not think and you do not sleep,” continues
Yohan.
They spent two nights in the dinghies. “It was
cold, and you do not see the breaking waves”
recalls Jean-Michel.
In turns, the men rowed, the gleam of the
stars the only thing that guided them. At
dawn each swallowed “two squares of chocolate, and a sip of water” from their rationed
supplies.
Despite minor injuries, cuts and jellyfish
stings, they held out until the following
night, when a pontoon on one of the dinghies burst, and a leak appeared on the floor.
They did what they could with the means at
hand. “Two credit cards and a sock to repair
the puncture, and scissors to tighten the floor.
Everyone was not talking too much anymore.
We fired a rocket into the air randomly at
night, and made VHF radio calls without any
answer.” They felt a growing sense of anxiety.

On Tuesday morning, the crew regained
hope. “We called
on the VHF when
we saw a cargo ship.
You had to be at the
top of the waves to
make a “Mayday”,
otherwise it did not
transmit. We thought
it did not work. We
also decided it would
be best to save the
rocket flares and batteries for the radio if
we had not been seen.
And then an hour
later, when we saw
the plane, we knew it
was for us. We launched
a rocket and jumped for
joy!”

Submerged containers are a rare but dangerous navigational hazard

“One hour later, we were rescued by the
FANC Puma helicopter. We hugged everyone. We would like to especially thank the
captain of the Patagonian Mystic who helped
and saved us, and FANC who came to pick
us up.”
After a checkup in hospital, Yohan finally
confided that he had seen a big shark prowling around the boat, “but as we had capsised
the day before, I had not said anything, so as
not to cause any worry.”
Lieutenant Colonel Rudolph Bauduin, head
of the rescue mission who was aboard the
Casa, the reconnaissance aircraft of the Air
Force, recalls a successful joint operation
with the MRCC, the cargo ship and Puma
helicopter.
“The difficulty was that the shipwrecked crew
could not receive our messages. There was
information in dribs and drabs. The first message we caught was: “Hey! Plane! We’re here!”

“But there was no one in sight.” The Casa descended in altitude. “It took twenty minutes
to find them. The sea was covered with white
horses and their dingies were white. It was
not easy to find them. The tanker remained
in the area and spotted the smoke from a
flare gun and gave us the location. She was
asked to put a dinghy in the water but given
the sea state, we opted for the alternative. The
helicopter was already on pre-alert,” says the
officer. Upon arrival, the helicopter began
hoisting the shipwrecked crew from the
water. “It was at the limit of the helicopter’s
area of operations and the problem was the
fuel to return. But fifteen minutes later, all
the survivors were aboard.”
The likelihood of striking a submerged
container is small and yet it does happen,
especially in heavy seas, as illustrated by
the unfortunate case of the Flight Time.
Containers are secured to the ship but are not
immune from a breach of these bindings in
a storm. Normally, the container sinks fairly
quickly but if the door is tight enough, it can
float or drift in the water.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

Classified listings
Place a free classified listing in Tell Tales by
emailing info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz, or
you can post your ad on the website at
http://opuacruisingclub.co.nz/classifieds/

W

ithout the kind support of all
our advertisers and sponsors, the
OCC simply wouldn’t be able to
produce this magazine.

If you sell an item via our Classifieds section,

So please show your support in return,
and use the products and services advertised in Tell Tales whenever possible.
Thanks!

we request that you make a small, voluntary
donation (eg. 5% of the value) to the club.
Mooring - matauwhi bay - $20/wk
4-ton block, serviced 2-yearly. Neg. longterm. Call 021 238 1258 or 03 579 3025.

OCC Galley Menu
Entrees:Garlic bread $4
Popia gorens
(spring rolls) $4
2 Pork steamed buns $5
3 Satay chicken sticks $5
Kids Meals:Steak & cheese pie
w/ fries $5
Kids hoki & fries $5
Mini hotdogs & fries $5
Chicken nuggets & fries $5
Hawaiian pizza & fries $5

Rob Lang
Managing Director
PO Box 4
Opua, 0241

Ph. 09 402 6939

Desserts:Apple shortcake w/ icecream $7
Deep fried ice cream $7
Ice-cream sundae $5
Kids sundae $3

Snack meals:Bowl of fries $5
Hoki & fries $12
Nasi goring (chicken or beef)
$12
Pork spare ribs $7
Burger & fries (beef, chicken,
fish or steak) $11
Wedges w/ bacon & sour
cream $9
Sausage, egg & fries $12
Beef nachos $12
Noodle soup
(chicken or beef) $12
Seafood basket w/ fries &
salad $14
Lasagne toppa w/ fries &
salad $10
Chicken satay w/ rice $15

Takeaways
available!

Main meals:Steak w/ veges or fries & salad
(& garlic, mushroom or pepper
sauce)
- Scotch fillet $25
- Sirloin $22
- Rump $20
Dory, fries & salad (pan fried or
battered) $20
Assam Malaysian curry w/ rice
- Prawn $18
- Chicken or pork $17
Penang fried kwai teow (noodles)
w/ egg
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Pork chops w/ veges or salad &
fries $17
Mamak mee goring
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Cashew chicken w/ rice $18
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