e
EEke on
FRe ta

s
ea
Pl

May 2012
IN THIS ISSUE:
News & reports
Darts Night Pics
Wine Tasting Write-up
Easter Cruise Pics

Spot the Yot and WIN a $20 OCC Voucher

Tell Tales | 3

2 | Tell Tales

In this issue...
Commodore’s Report..................3
News & Reports..........................4
Darts Night at OCC......................8
Race Offshore on Lion NZ.............9
Easter Cruise Photos...................10
Wine Tasting Report...................12
Spotlight on our Sponsors..........13
Classified Listings.......................15
OCC Galley Menu.......................15
May Calendar.............................16
On the cover:
‘Kantime’ has done spectacularly well in the
Summer Series this year.
Photo credit: Bill Garlick

Advertise in Tell Tales

...and be seen by hundreds of people in
Opua and Paihia every month.
1 year - $300 + GST
6 months - $150 + GST
3 months - $100 + GST
1 month - $50 + GST
Call Helen on 0211 583 199
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

Interview with the comodore

‘Spot the Yot’ and WIN
a $20 OCC voucher

This month’s Spot the Yot winner is Joan
Hepburn. Congratulations Joan, you’ve won
a $20 OCC voucher.
For your chance to win this month, just find
the tiny yacht in one of our advertisers’ ads
and email your answer to
info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz by 20th May
2012. Winner drawn at random from correct
entries.

When you need a lifejacket...
you want to be sure
it’s going to work

Special Offer:
NOW JUST $109
(usually $142)

Hutchwilco have
been making quality
lifejackets in NZ for over
100 years, so you can
be sure you’re trusting
your life to the experts.
These lifejackets offer
twice the buoyancy of
a foam lifejacket, and
instantly return the wearer
to a face-up position
when inflated.
●● Pull-cord activation
●● 150N buoyancy
●● MNZ, CAA & ISO
approved

Get yours today from

Opua Commercial Estate, Paihia Road (SH11), Opua
Open Mon to Fri 8am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 1pm
Call: 09 402 7876 | Email: info@marinecentre.co.nz

www.marinecentre.co.nz

This month, I thought it would be nice
to get a fresh perspective on our Commodore. So instead of the usual Commodore’s
Report, I conducted an interview to find
out just what it’s like to take on the role of
Commodore at OCC.
~ Helen H (Ed)
HH: Why did you want to be Commodore?
MGH: I never thought of being Commodore, not in my wildest dreams! I’d never
even stepped on a boat until 10, maybe 12
years ago. It was all Chris’s fault! Chris always
said it was something he would do some day
when he retired. And people just asked me if
I would, so I said I would only do it if I had
a full committee. It’s not hard if you have the
full support of the committee.
The funniest thing was, at the AGM, I stood
up and they wanted to know why I wanted to
be Commodore. And someone stood up and
said “But you’re a woman!” And I said “Yep!”
So then I got voted in and his wife stood
up and said “Yeah! We got our first woman
commodore!”
It was a big buzz too. I didn’t sleep properly
for about two or three days, you know. It’s a
big honour – I think it is. But don’t ask me
why - it was just something that had to be
done and I did it.
What’s your favourite thing about
being Commodore?
It’s pride isn’t it. People’s faith in you, really
isn’t it, that you’ll do the job. And that we
succeeded. It could have gone pear-shaped
and gone the other way, you know? But I
think it was a success.
What’s been your biggest challenge?
Myself. It’s true! Not to get hung up on
things, and not to take them too seriously.

After all it’s only a yacht
club – and you can say
that – it is. I mean it’s not
the United Nations or
anything. But I’ve learned
a lot, and I think I can
say now, life will go on.
So that was my biggest
challenge.
Will you run for Commodore again, and why?
I will. Why? Because I
think the second year
will hopefully be much easier. I mean not
easier as in the challenges, but easier as in the
workload. Because you know what to expect.
This year I had absolutely no idea what was
going to hit me. You know, meetings and
requirements and all that stuff… so hopefully
it will be just “oh yeah, we’ve done that and
that’s how we’re going to do it”. If they want
me back, yeah, go on then. :-)
What would you like to achieve next year
as Commodore?
I’d just like to keep it rolling over. It’s a hard
question, because I don’t want to achieve
something for me personally. I want to know
what other people would like us to achieve.
Where do you see Opua Cruising Club
in 10 years?
I’ve thought about that before, and the ideas
are huge. You could do so much but there’s so
little time. We would like to do an offshore
race organised by Opua Cruising Club. You
could do so many things, but where do you
start? Where do you stop? And especially,
when do you start? I would like to see the
OCC in ten years the same as it is now. I
think it’s a pretty good place. And that’s
something that’s feasible, at least!
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Tell Tales News & Reports
Racing Report
Prizegiving coming soon
Prizegiving is officially confirmed for 5th
May - the date published on your OCC
calendar.
Get your tickets from the bar or a committee
member - but be quick - numbers are VERY
limited! Tickets cost $28 each and include a
3-course meal and a drink.
Elliott 5.9 Regatta in Opua 19th & 20th May
The first of the Elliott 5.9 Traveller Series
2012 will be hosted by Opua Cruising Club
on the weekend of 19th and 20th May, with
4 windward/leeward races each day. The
NOR, SIs and Entry Form can be downloaded from the OCC website - just visit the
‘Latest News’ page.

Fisher & Paykel Trophy up for
grabs again
For several years this elegant trophy, which
is contested for between the Opua Cruising
Club and the Russell Boat Club, held pride
of place on the wall above our OCC bar. But
last year, alas, apathy set in. We failed to field
a decent team and the inevitable happened
– RBC won the trophy and we have a bare
patch on the wall.
This year we must regain our self respect and
field our strongest team of boats to win back
this trophy. You do not have to be selected to
race and the more boats that participate, the
greater our chance of returning this magnificent trophy to it’s rightful place over our
OCC bar.

Tell Tales News & Reports
Cruising Report

Social Report

Easter Cruise
The Easter cruise was made a succes by Ian
and Merry taking the BBQ out, and Ernesto
and Vera looking after it even though they
had to come out and go back again. A round
of applause and a big thank you from me.

Latest quiz night
The most recent OCC quiz night saw a great
turnout with 32 people taking part. It was
good to see some cruisers giving the locals
a run for their money and coming second,
despite being handicapped by a lack of local
knowledge. Sold Out came first again.

Unfortunately the trees at Waewaetorea didn’t
get cleaned up so hopefully we can have good
weather on a day cruise to prune around
some of these trees.

I hope everyone went home a little more
knowledgeable and that all had a good time.
~ Lorraine
Youth Sailing Report
Youth Sailing Winter Programme
The new Winter Youth Sailing Programme
started in April, and will take place from
10:00am every Saturday thorughout the
winter, including school hols. Meet at the
Youth Sailing shed, behind the Marina Office
& Marina Cafe building.

The dates of the three race series are as follows:
Race 1: 6th May – Start 1100 at Opua
Race 2: 20th May – Start 1100 at Russell
Race 3: 10th June – Start 1100 at Opua
One of these dates clashes with our Elliott
5.9 Open Meeting which will deplete our
team, so we really do need all of you keen
sailors to rally round, organise your crew and
join in winning back this fine trophy.

Easter cruisers enjoying the sun. See the full
photo report on page 10 of this issue.
Next Cruise 20th May
The next cruise is a day cruise on 20th May.
Once again I will need help from the hardy
sailors with the BBQ.

cruise into
Carters Paihia
for all your
building needs
09 402 7331
Opua Estate SH11
Main Road

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 7am - 5pm
Sat: 8am - 12.30pm

Parents and guardians are encouraged to
stick around and join in – your help is always
greatly appreciated.
Any questions, please call Youth Sailing Officer Jono Radford on 022 132 5479.
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House Report

General News

Working bee
Our club boasts some awesome members and
supporters – amazing how many keen hands
turned up for the working bee. Young and
more matured teamed up! There was:

Special General Meeting - 22nd May
A Special General Meeting (SGM) has been
called by the Committee to review the OCC
Constitution. The SGM has been scheduled
for Tuesday 22nd May at 7pm.

•
•
•
•

At the SGM, the Committee would like to
propose a number of changes to the Constitution, which has remained relatively
unchanged in decades, and needs ‘dragging’
into the 21st Century!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

firewood stacked
backyard swept
back room cleaned and scrubbed
gas bottle room has been scrubbed out
with a toothbrush (no kidding)
all the trophies polished
the tables & chairs washed
burgees boards spruced up
bookshelves tidied
all windows washed
the deck waterblasted
the footpath waterblasted
entrance cleaned out
several trailer loads of rubbish taken
to the dump
and more!

AND on May 14th - 15th our member
Dave (aka “The Swimmer”) will steam
clean the carpet and the chairs.
A big HUGE thank you to all of you.
~ Manuela

Full members of the club will soon receive
an inviatation to the SGM and a copy of the
proposed new Constitution by post.

Every Committee position is re-filled at the
AGM each year, so you can stand for any
position at all. You just need to be a full
member, and be nominated by two other full
club members - nomination forms will be
available in the club soon.
At the AGM, you’ll then need to be voted in
by a majority of the full members present, so
you’ll need to be prepared to stand up and
say why you think you would be the best
person to fill that position.
The positions available, and current position
holders, are on the ‘Committee’ page of the
OCC website. If you would like to know
more about any position, you can contact
anyone on the committee for more details.

AGM date changed to 19th June
The date of the OCC AGM has been
changed to Tuesday 19th June 2012 to allow
time for an audit of the club’s finances to take
place. Please mark the new date in your diary.

Remember, no-one on the current Committee takes their position for granted, and a bit
of healthy competition is always good. After
all, it makes us all try harder!

Have you thought about standing for
the Committee?
Being on the OCC Committee is one of the
best ways you can show your support for
your club. If you love OCC, and care about
the future of your club, why not stand for a
Committee position at the upcoming AGM?

Being on the Committee is a lot less scary
than it sounds. Even if you haven’t been on
a Committee before, or you’re relatively new
to the club or sailing, don’t worry - you’ll get
all the supoprt you need. The most important
attributes are a desire and willingness to help,
and a bit of free time to put in to monthly
meetings and club duties.

CALL NOW

0800 2 inspire (4677473)
Free Information Pack
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Wednesday darts at occ

H

ave you been to Wednesday night darts at the club
yet? It’s a great way to unwind mid-week, and catch
up with friends old and new down at the club.

Entry to the competition costs just $3, and there are lots
of prizes to be won, plus a jackpot for the person who gets
the Bullseye at the end - if anyone manages!
We look forward to seeing you there. :-)

Photos by Vera
Words by Helen

ever wanted to race offshore?

N

ow’s you chance! Here’s an excellent
opportunity for people who would
not usually be able to get out and race
offshore.

The Race starts from Auckland on Saturday
2nd June, and will race directly to Noumea.
The race will take from 5 to 7 days to complete with an estimated arrival date between
the 8th to 10th of June.

The NZ Sailing Trust are looking to enter
Lion New Zealand into the Noumea Yacht
Race starting 2nd June 2012. They are now
looking for expressions of interest for potential crew members to join.

On board Lion New Zealand will be an
experienced crew who will host the journey
and provide all safety briefings and sailing
expertise.
Participants will take part in all aspects of
sailing, and life aboard a yacht, including
sharing cooking and cleaning duties.
Interested?
Get the full details by downloading the information sheet and booking form from the
Latest News page of the OCC website.

The Race – Sail Noumea 2012
Sail Noumea is a 900 mile race organised by
the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron (Brisbane, Australia) and Royal Akarana Yacht
Club (Auckland, New Zealand). Starting
in June 2012 the race will finish within the
tropical waters of Noumea, New Caledonia.
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easter cruise report

T

he plan for the big Easter cruise was to
have some days out in the Bay, but for
the first few days of Easter Weekend the
weather was not so good.
On Saturday, Libertee and Silver Heels went
out for an afternoon sail. We had Anna,
Walther, Lily and Teah with us and spent
most of the time on the beach at Omakiwi
Bay. Our BBQ Dinner we enjoyed on the
boat, because it was raining again.

by Vera SV Libertee

On Sunday we had another try and went to
Pine Tree Cove. This time Rosemary &
Murray on Morgana and Jill & Roger on Hey
Jude joined us. It was just beautiful, blue sky,
flat water and the swim was really refreshing.
We had a BBQ with a wonderful sunset and
finished the evening on Hey Jude.
Overall we had nice Easter overnight cruise.
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wine tasting

by Vera SV Libertee

spotlight on our sponsors

T

he wine tasting competion was a big
challenge. We had not only wine to
taste, but beer, cheese and even water
too! The water was a little tricky - do you
know the difference between bottle and rain
water?
The cheese was tasty and gave our a taste
buds a rest between the beer and the wine.
The German group was leading until the
last test, then Table 9 had a great last round
to make it first equal. Table 2 followed with
only 2 points difference.
We had great fun, thanks to Cees and John
for a nice evening!

O

pua Canvas, Auto & Marine Trimmers is now under new ownership.
Malcom Inglis and his wife Annette
Melgren purchased Opua Canvas Ltd and
are operating out of the newly revamped
work shop, Unit 11 on the Opua Marina,
next to Northland Regional Council and just
a stone’s throw from Ashby’s boat yard.
Malcom has had 30 years of experience. He
began his career in Kerikeri at the age of 17
and has worked through many aspects of the
trimming and upholstery trade including
boats, vehicles and furniture.
Mal and Annette recently returned to Kerikeri after 18 years of adventure and are happy
to be back ‘home’ in the Far North. Just prior
to returning home Mal was working in the
Whitsundays on super yachts, charter boats,
and all sorts of recreational boats covering all
aspects of the marine trimming trade he has
come to love.
Mal’s prior experience also includes vehicle
trimming including classics, vintage and hot
rods. The business has expanded to accommodate this line of work.

The new canvas roof over OCC’s deck area was
created and fitted by Opua Canvas, and the
new clears should be coming soon to help keep
out the Winter wind and rain!
Working alongside Mal is Jonothon Radford,
known as Jono. Jono brings 4 years of experience in the Marine Trimming trade, including sail making and repairs. He is well known
locally in Opua and Kerikeri having sailed
from a young age in both clubs.
So come and see the friendly team at Opua
Canvas, Auto & Marine Trimmers for all
your canvas, upholstery and sail work. You
can be sure to get good service and quality
materials and workmanship on all products.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

Classified listings
Place a free classified listing in Tell Tales by
emailing info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz. If
you sell an item via our Classifieds section,
we request that you make a small, voluntary
donation (eg. 5% of the value) to the club.

W

ithout the kind support of all
our advertisers and sponsors, the
OCC simply wouldn’t be able to
produce this magazine.
So please show your support in return,
and use the products and services advertised in Tell Tales whenever possible.
Thanks!

Subaru Legacy 1999 for sale: $5,000
Call Helen: 0211 583 199
Mooring - matauwhi bay - $20/wk
4-ton block, serviced 2-yearly. Neg. longterm. Call 021 238 1258 or 03 579 3025.

OCC Galley Menu
Entrees:Garlic bread $4
Popia gorens
(spring rolls) $4
2 Pork steamed buns $5
3 Satay chicken sticks $5
Kids Meals:Steak & cheese pie
w/ fries $5
Kids hoki & fries $5
Mini hotdogs & fries $5
Chicken nuggets & fries $5
Hawaiian pizza & fries $5

Rob Lang
Managing Director
PO Box 4
Opua, 0241

Ph. 09 402 6939

Desserts:Apple shortcake w/ icecream $7
Deep fried ice cream $7
Ice-cream sundae $5
Kids sundae $3

Snack meals:Bowl of fries $5
Hoki & fries $12
Nasi goring (chicken or beef)
$12
Pork spare ribs $7
Burger & fries (beef, chicken,
fish or steak) $11
Wedges w/ bacon & sour
cream $9
Sausage, egg & fries $12
Beef nachos $12
Noodle soup
(chicken or beef) $12
Seafood basket w/ fries &
salad $14
Lasagne toppa w/ fries &
salad $10
Chicken satay w/ rice $15

Takeaways
available!

Main meals:Steak w/ veges or fries & salad
(& garlic, mushroom or pepper
sauce)
- Scotch fillet $25
- Sirloin $22
- Rump $20
Dory, fries & salad (pan fried or
battered) $20
Assam Malaysian curry w/ rice
- Prawn $18
- Chicken or pork $17
Penang fried kwai teow (noodles)
w/ egg
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Pork chops w/ veges or salad &
fries $17
Mamak mee goring
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Cashew chicken w/ rice $18
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