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On the cover: The Elliott 5.9 Traveller 
Series Regatta came to Opua at the end 
of September.

Readers’ Letters
Send us your letters, articles and 
photographs. The best one each 
month will WIN a 375ml bottle of 
Giesen Sauvignon Blanc courtesy
of our fantastic sponsors the 
RoadRunner tavern.
Email your letters and stories to 
info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

 
‘spot the Yot’ and WIn
This month’s Spot the Yot winner is... Doug Dysart. Congratulations Doug, you’ve got yourself 
2 gym passes! I’ll pop them in with your calendar. For your chance to win this month, just find 
the tiny yacht in one of our advertisers’ ads and email your answer to info@opuacruisingclub.
co.nz by 21st Oct 2011. Winner drawn at random from correct entries.

i All! We are looking back at a highly 
successful winter season at our club - 
thanks to everyone who has continued 

to support the club throughout winter. 

The winter series’ were all well attended – 
only the wind decided to come in full force 
(usually for Ladies racing) or not at all (usu-
ally for the Wet & Forget Series).  

The winter cruising was dampened and 
blown away several times, but it didn’t stop 
all our hearty weekend cruisers - they simply 
met on the deck of the club house. Brilliant - 
what great spirit! 

All our social events were also a great success, 
with the rugby proving to be a popular couch 
sport. I want to reprint Helen’s outstanding 
play with words about the RWC at the OCC:

“If you’re not feeling very Richie McCaw – in 
fact you just checked your bank balance and it 
made you Piri Weepu – it doesn’t Ma’a, you 
can still afford to party at the club! Plus you 
can always take a punt at the Guess The Score 
competition, and if you’re right you might just 
walk away a Muliainaire!”

We are now all eagerly awaiting the spring 
sailing. Our racing committee has been work-
ing very hard to get as many boats out on the 
water and joining in the fun after work. 

We are going back to three divisions on a 
Wednesday evening, with a non-spinnaker 
C-division re-instated for those who enjoy 
racing at a slightly more relaxed pace. 

Please also make sure you pay your racing 
fees prior to the first race and pick up the 
NEW course sheet and sailing instructions 
from our website. It would be a shame to get 
caught out by new rules… Visit www.opua-
cruisingclub.co.nz/racing, where you can also 
register and pay your race fees online.  

And a big thank you goes out to all our 
“starting box” volunteers!  I will introduce 
you to them later on in the season. 

The new canopy is literally rolling out over 
the deck within the next few weeks! Andy, 
Reece, Ian & Jono have worked very hard to 
get the best possible option ‘sewn up’. Thanks 
guys!

I should point out that our club members 
are far from the stereotypical “rich yachties”. 
Opua Cruising Club is run on a voluntary 
basis… so roll up your sleeves and support 
your unique club by being part of our many 
activities. 

Fair Winds and Go Black!

CommodoRe’s RepoRt by Manuela 
Gmuer-Hornell

H

Advertise in Tell Tales
...and be seen by hundreds of people in 
Opua and Paihia every month.

1 year - $300 
6 months - $150 
3 months - $100
1 month - $50

Call Helen on 0211 583 199 
or email info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz
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Racing Report by david Krebs

Winter Series provisional results
The provisional end-of-season standings from 
the Wet & Forget Winter Series saw Cut 
Lunch take the top spot, followed by Cha-
risma in 2nd and Sensation (TBC) in 3rd.

The Anne of Craicor series was won by 
Nexus, with Frivolous Fish coming 2nd, and 
Cut Lunch 3rd.

Well done guys, and thanks to all the skip-
pers and crew who braved the wet, cold and 
blustery conditions to get out there and sail 
throughout the winter.

Start of twlilight racing
By the time you get this, twilight racing will 
have already begun, with the first Cater Ma-
rine Spring Series race on Wednesday 28th 
September. 

This year the non-spinnaker C-division has 
been re-introduced for those who prefer not 
to fly a kite, so hopefully we’ll see some more 
boats out on the water - perhaps some of 
those who weren’t able to race last year due to 
lack of crew, etc. 

The Roadrunner Rum Races and Anne of 
Craicor Ladies Races are back again too, 
with the first Rum Race on Friday 30th Sept, 
followed by alternating Ladies and Rum races 
throughout Spring and Summer.

Race entry fees due - did you know you 
can now pay online?
Remember to pay your race fees before you 
come racing please - you can now do this 
online on the Race Entry Form page - just 
go to www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz/enter. It’s 
really quick and easy to do.

You can also download the new Sailing In-
structions from the Racing page on the OCC 
website, as well as the course sheet for this 
season’s races.

tell tales neWs & RepoRts

publicity Report by helen horrocks 

New OCC Calendar out now
The new racing 
and events 
calendars for 
Oct 2011 to 
Sept 2012 are 
now available - 
and they look 
great! Members 
who paid up by last week will get one posted 
to them, and anyone joining from now on 
can request one from the bar. Non-members 
and those who want additional copies can 
purchase calendars for $10 each from the bar.

Need crew for racing? Try Facebook!
I’ve had a few requests for 
a crew-finder page on the 
website. While I ponder 
just how I’m going to 
create this, you can also 
use the OCC Facebook 
page to post messages to 

our members and supporters. Our Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/opuacruisingclub - 
currently has over 200 ‘likes’ - so the chances 
of finding someone to crew, even if it’s at the 
last-minute, are pretty high.

Wet & Forget Winter Series winner Cut Lunch 

Cruising Report by les alderton

Apologies - cancelled September cruise
First of all - apologies from cruising. The 
planned overnight cruise on September 24th 
and 25th was changed to a day cruise because 
of the Rugby World Cup game on Saturday 
night. 

Unfortunately, the weather forecast for Sun-
day wasn’t great, but I didn’t get to cancel the 
cruise on the notice board, so my apologies 
to anybody who was ready to go out. 

Next cruise: Labour Weekend 
overnighter
I’m looking forward to the Labour Weekend 
cruise, and if anyone is hanging back to 
watch the rugby on Saturday, they can still 
come out to join us on Sunday. 

Anyone interested in cruising can contact Les 
on his cellphone number - 022 036 9501.

House Report by Andy Vanasche

The shower in the clubhouse will be closed 
for approximately 1 week from 1st October, 
while we do some maintenance work. Please 
do not use the shower during this time.
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cruise into 
Carters Paihia
for all your 
building needs
09 402 7331
Opua Estate SH11
Main Road

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 7am - 5pm
Sat: 8am - 12.30pm

CALL NOW 
0800 2 inspire (4677473)
Free Information Pack

tell tales neWs & RepoRts
club in time for a meal or a few drinks before 
the big game, and of course you’ll be taken 
home safely afterwards as well.

You’ll need to book your spot in advance - 
just fill in the form at the OCC bar to book 
your pickup - but we suggest you book early 
as spaces will be limited, and will be offered 
on a first-come-first-served basis.

Duty Boats - please help at the bar 
during busy times
Now we are back into racing season again 
we are going to get crowds at the bar and 
kitchen, especially during the first hour or 

Marie could really do with your help at busy 
times. Duty Boat crew - please remember to 
collect, stack & put away glasses. Thank you!

Bar & Kitchen Report by Brett etherton

Support your team, and the club too!
Now that daylight saving is over it feels like 
summer is already here, but there is quite 
a bit of rugby still to be played. Personally 
I would prefer to to see a few more people 
turning up at the club to watch the games. 
I know it’s sometimes just easier to stay at 
home and watch the games, but its hard to 
beat being in a group of enthusiastic fans 
who are there supporting the club as well as 
their team. And of course there is always a 
chance you could win some money in the 
Guess the Score competition! So next time 
there’s a game on that you want to watch, 
why not pop down to the club and enjoy the 
Rugby World Cup in company.

RWC Finals ‘Booze Bus’ - free transport 
sponsored by Spars & Rigging
Our friends at Northland Spars & Rigging 
have kindly offered to put on a minibus to 
ferry people to and from the club to watch 
the Rugby World Cup Final - and possibly a 
semi-final too if numbers warrant it. 

Northland Spars & Rigging are sponsoring 
a free taxi ride from anywhere within Opua, 
Paihia or Haruru Falls, to and from the club 
for the RWC Final. They’ll get you to the 

two after racing. Rather than spending 
valuable club money on hiring another staff 
member for this short time, we’d really appre-
ciate it if you - our members - could help out.

The Duty Boat is assigned each week on a 
roster, and will be posted on the noticeboard 
by the bar. While Duty Boat crew are not 
expected to serve behind the bar, it would 
be fantastic if you could help by collecting 
empty glasses from around the clubrooms, 
putting them in the dishwasher, and putting 
them away after being washed. 

Of course, help is appreciated from every-
one - not just the Duty Boat crew! It would 
make it less stressful for all if we could have a 
couple of volunteers for that short time after 
racing ends.

Save 10% on drinks - buy a drinks card
Don’t forget about 
the drinks cards 
which are available 
to full members - 
these will save you 
around 10% on 
wine, tap beer and 
spirits, and they 
also save time at 
the bar.

tell tales neWs & RepoRts

membership Report by Chris Ball R

Please encourage your crew 
to join the club
Membership has now reached nearly 300 for 
this year, and with the onset of the racing 
season we hope that crews will see the worth 
of paying their $40 to enjoy all the benefits 
of the Club, and to help with the ongoing 
cost of keeping it going. If you race your own 
boat, please help the club by encouaging your 
crew to join up at opuacruisingclub.co.nz/
join.

Membership draw winners
The Membership Draw which was held at 
the end of August - seems ages ago already 
- was a well attended evening. Thanks to all 
those who paid up by the due date to get 
into the draw.  The winners were:  lift, clean 
and 3 days on the hard,  none other than our 
esteemed Commodore - Manuela Gmuer-
Hornell. The antifoul paint was taken home 
by Roger Toplis.  For the non-boat owners, 
Roger Porter went away happy with a beach 
chair and Robin Durham won the family 
pass on the R Tucker Thompson. He kindly 
donated it back to be passed on to a worthy 
family. Many thanks to our sponsors for their 
support of the Club.
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ReadeRs’ letteRs Hobo History
 little history of the Optimist sailing dinghy recently 
donated to the OCC by my father (Roger Morrison). 
She was lovingly built by us at the Nelson Polytechnic 

in 1982 at an annual evening class tutored by Les Davey. 
We all learned to sail in her, in and out of Nelson Harbour, 
in Tasman Bay in the 80s and Golden Bay in the 90s. 
From Okiato since 2007, my father has explored parts of 
the Waikare Inlet.
I wish your club well, and hope you have many years of 
fun with ‘Hobo’. All the best for the approaching summer.

Dan Morrison Another Opti from the OCC fleet

Great Escape Ladies Sailing Course
y sailing experience prior to the Great 
Escape ladies sailing course was being 
‘winch girl’ on Helen’s boat Sala for 

the ladies night racing at the club. Although I 
was used to being on a boat, being told what 
to do and when to do it, I didn’t have the first 
clue about the basic terminology or physics 
of sailing.

The boat we were using was a Davidson 
M20 and our crew consisted of our instruc-
tor, which was divided up over the four days 
between Darren and Ian, Denise and myself.
We started off with a safety and boat rules 
briefing then went over the main boat parts 
while rigging up the boat for cast off.
As there were very light winds in the morn-
ings, this time was spent learning the theory 
of sailing and sailing etiquette. We covered 

anchoring, calculating water depths, recog-
nizing buoy markers, tying knots, docking in 
marina berths forwards and backwards using 
the motor and studying the point of sail 
diagram.

The second part of the day was for sailing. 
This is where the students take the helm and 
practice tacking, trimming the sail, gybing, 
controlling the boom and man overboard 
recovery. I also got an understanding of wind 
lift on sails to propel and control movement 
of the boat.

I ended the course feeling more competent 
with rigging and sailing a boat and have a 
better grasp of the sailing lingo. I had excel-
lent instructors, lots of fun and highly recom-
mend it for learning or up skilling.

Cheree Byrne

Great Escape Ladies Sailing Course
fter attending the women’s sailing 
course I feel strongly enough to write an 
article appreciating the Opua Cruising 

Club for sponsoring the event. I’d also like to 
encourage more women to take part in this 
marvellous opportunity to learn, by experi-
encing first hand something that can seem 
overwhelmingly complex.

I have been sailing for a few years now, but 
have never really stepped into a competent 
role as a sailor. I usually leave this to my 
partner, lacking real understanding and 
confidence of so many procedures, and at 
times making myself a liability when the 
unexpected happens. 

Sailing is full of such moments. So my objec-
tives in doing the course were to build confi-
dence and understanding. I wanted to be able 
to relax and feel more at home on a yacht, 
and to combine knowledge with intuition. 

The course totally met my objectives and 
more. With only two women and an instruc-
tor on board each yacht, we practiced pulling 
alongside a jetty, reversing into pontoon 
berths, going about, gybing, reefing, anchor-
ing - all in a very relaxed atmosphere where 
you could ask questions over and over again. 

And yes we had a 
squally kind of day 
when the yacht 
heeled over, but 
it was okay as we 
learned through 
experience and 
instruction what to do.  

Having another women present helped the 
learning process too, as we could each 
relate to the other’s questions.

Having completed the course I still have a 
feeling of how much more I need to learn, 
which is  okay because overall I feel I gained 
a deeper understanding, confidence and a 
greater addiction to sailing.

I am very grateful to Ian Templeman for 
organising the event, and for his patience in 
sharing his wealth of knowledge, and for his 
encouragement. Thank you too to Darren 
and Wendy from Great Escape for providing 
the yachts, and to Darren thanks for your 
clarity and expertise in instructing us.

Finally a HUGE THANKYOU to the Opua 
Cruising Club for seeing the importance of 
such a great hands-on experience.

Glenys Mills

WINNERRoadyREadERs’ LEttERs
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ellIott 5.9 tRavelleR seRIes

his September, Opua played host to the 
Elliott 5.9 Traveller Series – a series of 
2-day regattas held around the country, 

where these popular one-design boats are pit-
ted against each other. A growing local fleet of 
E5.9s were joined by others from further afield, 

making a total fleet of 11 for the 2-day regatta - 
the largest in over 2 years.

The first day of the regatta started slowly, with 
the 11-boat fleet being towed out to the start 
line by the OCC support boat in still air. The 

course was shifted towards the Brampton Reef, 
where the breeze soon filled in with 5-8 knots, 
allowing racing to get underway.

The expectation was for some close racing – 
and the fleet didn’t disappoint. The starts were 
highly contested affairs, and there were some 
nail-biting mark roundings. Combine that with 
several spinnaker issues around the course, and 
you’ve got an exciting day’s racing, all-in-all.

The OCC fleet, which now numbers five, 
certainly had to work hard to keep up with 
the ‘pros’ from Auckland. But one boat clearly 
dominated throughout the day, and that was 
The Blurr – winners of the recent Marsden 
Cove leg of the Traveller Series.

Sunday’s forecast was for worse weather, which 
eventually set in, although it was a little hard 
to believe after waking up to another still, 
sunny morning. On the course, the wind had 

increased dramatically overnight, with up to 20 
knots of northwesterly. Fortunately everyone 
was prepared for the predicted rain. 

The Blurr came out on top again, and even 
managed to claim the paddle for putting their 
boat on its side by letting their rudder pop up.

Final standings after two days of racing were 
1. The Blurr, 2. Slam Dunk, 3. Brzo, 4. Zoot 
Allures, 5. Hobo, 6. Cut Lunch (OCC), 7. 
Animal Crackers (OCC), 8. Ego, 9. Ice Breaker 
(OCC), 10. Frivolous Fish (OCC), 11. Bandit 
(OCC).

Thanks to all the competitors and helpers – 
including OCC’s Jono Radford, whose chase-
boat skills were recognised by world-renowned 
race officer Paddy Simms. Thanks also to our 
generous sponsors, and to Ray Haslar and Bay 
of Islands Sailing Week for kindly letting us use 
their marker buoys and flags. 
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lIon neW Zealand Regatta
here was sun but little wind for the start 
of the Lion New Zealand Regatta on 3rd 
September, and racing was delayed by an 

hour to give the breeze time to fill in. But by 11:00 
the 14-boat fleet was able to cross the start line for 
the first race. The two-division fleet included Ray 
& Lesley Haslar’s new boat Rikki – a sight that left 
many competitors quaking in their boots – and, as 
it turns out, rightfully so.

The morning race began at Brampton Buoy, and 
finished on the western side of Urupukapuka. In 
A-division, Titan sprinted off the start line, while 
Lion New Zealand had some timekeeping issues, 
despite the delayed start. 

Kites came out for the long run to Paramena, and 
Rikki proved her salt by stealing the lead, finishing 
7 minutes ahead of Lion New Zealand, with Titan 
not far behind.

B-division was the one to watch in the morning 
though, with nail-biting racing throughout. Sensa-
tion were the first to get their kite up and it paid 
off, seeing them finish a minute and a half ahead 
of Poppet, with K-Dee next, and only seconds 
between the rest.

In the afternoon races, A-division was led from 
start to finish by Rikki, who crossed the line with a 
25 minute lead. Rumours were rife of a perfor-
mance-enhancing lunch for the crew, which they 
clearly didn’t share with Lion New Zealand, who 
suffered another slow start in round two.

The rest of the B-division had to work hard to 
keep up with Poppet, who got off to a flying start. 
But when you’re in the lead it pays to know which 
way you’re going, and this turned out to be Pop-
pet’s downfall. Confusion at Te Ao Island allowed 
Sensation to take the lead, and they finished just 
2 seconds ahead of Poppet, with the remainder of 
the fleet close behind.

The day’s racing was concluded with a lively prize-
giving ceremony on Urupukapuka, with buffet 
dinner and drinks. Handicap results saw Kantime 
taking 1st in A-division, followed by Titan and 
then Rikki. B-division was won by K-Dee, fol-
lowed by Poppet and Sensation. The $1,000 spot 
prize was claimed by Raewyn Hanlon of K-Dee.

The Lion New Zealand Regatta will be back – big-
ger and better – next year on 29th September, so 
mark the date in your diary now.
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OCC Galley Menu
Entrees:-
Garlic bread $4
Popia gorens 
(spring rolls) $4
2 Pork steamed buns $5
3 Satay chicken sticks $5

Kids Meals:-
Steak & cheese pie 
w/ fries $5
Kids hoki & fries $5
Mini hotdogs & fries $5
Chicken nuggets & fries $5
Hawaiian pizza & fries $5

Desserts:-
Apple shortcake w/ ice-
cream $7
Deep fried ice cream $7
Ice-cream sundae $5
Kids sundae $3

Snack meals:-
Bowl of fries $5
Hoki & fries $12
Nasi goring (chicken or beef) 
$12
Pork spare ribs $7
Burger & fries (beef, chicken, 
fish or steak) $11
Wedges w/ bacon & sour 
cream $9
Sausage, egg & fries $12
Beef nachos $12
Noodle soup 
(chicken or beef) $12
Seafood basket w/ fries & 
salad $14
Lasagne toppa w/ fries & 
salad $10
Chicken satay w/ rice $15

Main meals:-
Steak w/ veges or fries & salad 
(& garlic, mushroom or pepper 
sauce)
- Scotch fillet $25
- Sirloin $22
- Rump $20
Dory, fries & salad (pan fried or 
battered) $20
Assam Malaysian curry w/ rice
- Prawn $18
- Chicken or pork $17
Penang fried kwai teow (noodles) 
w/ egg
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Pork chops w/ veges or salad & 
fries $17
Mamak mee goring
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Cashew chicken w/ rice $18

Takeaways 
available!

FInal thought...
very year the “issue” of handicapping 
comes up. We all have a different view 
and a different reason why we go yacht 

racing. I have found this article on the sub-
ject and would like to share it with you. 

SHOULD WE BE HANDICAPPING THE BOAT 
OR THE PEOPLE? 
By Don Finkle, RCR Yachts
Regardless of what rule is used, the sailors 
that compete under it vary widely in skill, 
experience, competitive nature and commit-
ment, as well as the reason they race in the 
first place. 

Let’s assume it is a given that everyone wants 
to win, but they don’t all expect to win. 
Problems arise when owners either feel they 
have no chance to win, or when they are 
used to winning and expect to win, but aren’t 
winning any more. In either case they will be 
unhappy, and then look for another rule or 
worse yet, quit sailing. This is the challenge 

for those who administer the sport - how to 
appeal to most of the sailors most of the time, 
so that we maintain and even grow participa-
tion. The rule used can either encourage or 
discourage, depending on how good a job 
it does of providing equitable competition. 
It is an elusive and even a moving target, 
especially as boat designs change. 

There is one other point to consider here. 
Should we stick to handicapping boats only, 
and not the people who sail them? Generally 
only the equipment is rated, not the people, 
and of course the better people usually win 
this way. That is good for the better sailors, if 
their goal is a trophy, but maybe it’s not actu-
ally the best for them in the long run. If they 
had to work harder to win maybe they would 
actually benefit. 

Other sports such as golf and bowling 
handicap the people, so that everyone has a 
better chance. It seems to me that we should 
consider offering both types of racing, some 
that handicaps boats, and some that handi-
caps people. Everyone would know the game 
when they set out, so there should not be any 
upset when a more accomplished sailor lost 
to one of lesser experience who happened to 
have a good day. Maybe this encouragement 
would keep people interested long enough 
until their skills improve to the point that 
they can be competitive in a system where 
only the boat is handicapped. 

E
by Manuela Gmuer-Hornell
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