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‘Spot the Yot’ and WIN

Commodore’s report
by Manuela Gmuer-Hornell

Readers’ Letters

Send us your letters, articles and
photographs. The best one each
month will WIN a 375ml bottle of
Giesen Sauvignon Blanc courtesy
of our fantastic sponsors the
RoadRunner Tavern.
Email your letters and stories to
info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz

The winner of the $20 OCC ‘Galley’ voucher is...Lynette Johnston. Congratulations! You can
collect your prize from the bar. This month’s prize is a day pass for the gym at the G Unit (under
the Autolodge) courtesy of Mel and Milton Going. Just email your answer to
info@opuacruisingclub.co.nz by 19th Aug 2011. Winner drawn at random from correct entries.

The Wet & Forget Winter Series is well sailed
and it seems the 2pm starts are the favourite for now. Thanks go out to Ian & Merry
Templeman for sitting in the start box and
working out the handicaps.

H

ello All! Helen is producing a fantastic
information package (Tell Tales, Email
& Facebook) for all our members and
sponsors. I am really looking forward to seeing more input from ALL of you. Make sure
you check back on our new website regularly
(www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz), as the contents get updated very often.
The next step is developing our club’s memberships, both recruitment and retention.
New members bring important benefits to
the club, including diversity, fresh ideas, and
new energy. Existing (or seasoned) members
are also crucial to sustaining our club’s membership and continuing the good works of
our club. I am encouraging all of you to reach
out to friends, family, business associates,
and other community members by asking
them to join. It is easy to join the OCC now.
You can even do it online with our easy to
remember website www.opuacruisingclub.
co.nz (just click on the ‘Apply Online’ page from
the menu on the left -Ed)
The club is buzzing with loads of energy.
Winter doesn’t seem to stop us at all! We had
five of our members taking part in the recent
Auckland to Musket Cove Ocean Race. Andrew Young on Wild Card, Dave Rivington
& Kerry Rogers on Lion New Zealand, Dean
Sigley on Cotton Blossom and Chris Hornell
on Bare Essentials. Well done to you all!

The Ladies Racing sees the same boats heading out every time; it would be nice to see a
bigger fleet (focus on Ladies Racing in this issue
- turn to page 8 - Ed).
Youth Sailing has taken BIG steps and managed to acquire 3 Starlings with the very
generous help of our members. See the report
by Jono & Rebecca on page 13.
The Social side of our club hasn’t slowed
down either. Cees and his subcommittee put
on an amazing Mid-Winter Dinner Party.
Plenty of mulled wine and rum punch was
consumed and the entertainment was top
notch – Thanks to Father Christmas for putting his holiday on hold and visiting us.
The rugby and netball screened several times
on our brand new TV – a shame that the
teams didn’t produce the results most were
hoping for. :-)
And last but not least, two of our Elliot 590s
went to Whangarei to participate in a two
day regatta. Interestingly the reports differ
depending on whom you talk to... Maybe
they – Frivolous Fish & Cut Lunch crews –
could shed some light on that?
And remember - Spring is not that far away!
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Tell Tales News & Reports

Tell Tales News & Reports

House Report by Andy Vanasche

Membership Report by Chris Ball

Racing Report by David Krebs

New roof for deck
An insurance payout and fundraising efforts
have raised a total of $9797 for the new roof,
and the Committee has investigated several
options, including a replacement canvas roof,
or a more permanent Coloursteel roof.

SWYAD YCNY Everybody!
The Rugby World Cup is coming and there
will be a Welsh team here but that has nothing to do with this.

Winter racing
We’ve had some good racing over the last
month. Thanks to Merry, Ian and Brett as
our race officers, and Ian for some great
courses with most boats finishing. The cut
off time for weekend racing is 5pm and has
resulted in the 2pm starts having some longer
courses rounding marks in the Russell/Paihia
area. The winter course sheet is now available
for download from the Racing page of the
website at www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz.

Our sincere thanks go to Roger Topliss, who
generously donated his time and expertise to
the club in engineering the new roof.
Treasurer’s Report by Reece Hesketh
I am still finding my way in this position but
am hoping to be as thorough as I possibly
can. Sheila has been fantastic and Bill has
been helping me with a few issues which has
been great.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who made a donation to the Club
for both the Youth Sailing and our roof.
On the roof issue, Andy and I have had a few
meetings down at the club with prospective
contractors on how we can solve the problem
as well as getting some pricing in.
Roger Topliss has kindly donated his time on
the engineering issues we face. We have come
to the conclusion that the existing formwork
is not up to handling a rigid roof. We hoped
this was going to be our solution. Now we
are looking at the original canopy concept
but with modifications to prevent it getting
blown off.
Lastly the Club needs your support so please
pay your membership and come down for
some quiet banter and a drink.
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Thanks to all those who have renewed their
membership for the current year. Over 100
cards have already been despatched (mid
July).
Paying online? Please still send us
your membership form!
Quite a few people have utilised the direct
credit facility and paid their membership
fees online. However, please remember to
still send in the form so we can make sure
your details are correct and up to date. And
remember you can also renew (or start) your
membership using the online form on our
website at www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz.
Membership draw deadline 31st July
They say that in life there are only two things
that are certain. Death and Taxes. Well there
are more reasons than those for joining the
Club. Not the least of these is the prizes
which come up for those who have renewed
their membership by 31 July. Don’t be disappointed - make sure your name is in the
draw. And Remember - SWYAD YCNY!
Editor’s note: Chris recently deciphered SWYAD
YCNY for me - it means:

Stop What You Are Doing
- Your Club Needs You!

Nexus - always out racing - Summer or
Winter, rain or shine!

Reinstatement of C-Division
Planning for the Spring/Summer series is underway. Currently we are seriously considering adding a Wednesday night non-spinnaker
“C Division” again. Boats that are keen
on entering a “C Division”, please let Ian
Templeman, Chris Hornell or David Krebs
know as soon as possible so we can confirm
the numbers and modify A and B Divisions
to suit.
Elliot 5.9 Regatta
The OCC Elliott 5.9s had a gruelling 12 race
regatta at Onerahi Yacht Club mid July, and
will have a further regatta at Marsden Cove
in August, with Opua hosting the following
series on 24th and 25 September. Anyone
who is thinking about racing one and would
like to see close up what it’s all about, race
officials will be needed for the Opua event.
Leo and Dave of Delinquent and Assassin are
now racing the E5.9 Animal Crackers and
will race at Opua after Marsden Cove and
will definitely provide some tough competition, if Onerahi was any indication.

Recent race results
Race 3 of the Anne of Craicor Ladies series
was held in stronger conditions and had a
good race, with Nexus beating the Elliott 5.9
Cut Lunch by 6 seconds, and the Farr 727
Frantic not far behind.
The 10th July Wet and Forget series was won
by Charisma, with a close race for 2nd and
3rd with Kotahi Rua ahead of Nexus, and
Gambler 13 seconds behind.
New rules for ladies racing
The recent ladies race meeting went well you can read all about the outcome in this
month’s ladies sailing section on page 8.

The Elliot 5.9s warm up for Marsden Cove
Are you getting racing emails?
Sign up to the OCC mailing list at www.
opuacruisingclub.co.nz to receive all OCC
communications - Tell Tales, race alerts and
social events.
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Tell Tales News & Reports
Social Report by Cees Romeyn
Mid-winter Dinner enjoyed by all
The Mid Winter Dinner was a great success
thanks to all the helpers. Many thanks to
those who donated money on the night for
the awning and Youth Sailing. The meal was
delicious, as was the mulled wine, and Father
Christmas gave out lots of presents. Thera
sang beautifully for us, Brian told jokes and I
performed a bit of magic.

Tell Tales News & Reports
follow us on
for even
more photos, news and updates
You can get all the latest news, updates, pics
and general gossip from the OCC on our
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/opuacruisingclub
Forthcoming social events
1st Friday of the month is Quiz night
3rd Friday of the month is Bingo night
Every Wednesday is Darts night
‘P’ Night on Saturday 6th August
Saturday 6th August is P Night, with a magician. Come dressed as something beginning
with P! From 6pm onwards, entry $10,
tickets available at the bar. Nibbles provided
and meals available as usual.
Membership Draw on Saturday
27th August
Saturday 27th August - there will be a very
generous prize as usual for one lucky full
member, and this year we also have something for the Supporter Members.
Youth Sailing Report
Youth Sailing scores a Hat Trick
The keen young sailors from the OCC Youth
Sailing Squad have scored three new boats
this month, thanks to the huge generosity of
our members.
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The boats - all Starling class dinghys - were
suggested as an upgrade to the youth sailing
fleet by OCC’s Youth Sailing Officer Jono
Radford. Jono felt that the current fleet was
missing a crucial ‘stepping stone’ between the
beginners’ boats (such as the Optimists), and
the more advanced and much larger Splash
class dinghys. While there are a number of
intermediate boats in the fleet, none of the

other local clubs race them, so there are no
opportunities for inter-club competition for
our budding young sailors.
Jono said: “We needed a class of dinghy
that was strong in Northland and national
sailing, that the kids can progress to out of a
Optimist, and can be used as a stepping stone
into a Splash.”
We have a good group of keen young sailors
who are not big enough to race Splash
dinghys yet, and there are no other classes for
them to race here. These kids need a class that
they can race, and progress into a Splash.”
That’s why Jono proposed the club acquire
new Starling dinghys. “A starling is a simple,
small sailing dinghy.” Jono says. “It was
designed by Des Townson in 1969 to accommodate the kids progressing from Optimist
and P Class to adult dinghies like the Splash”.
And while the youth sailors set about thinking of fundraising ideas for their new Starlings, the boats were remarkably all donated
by generous club members.
Carole and Brian from Makana Confections
in Kerikeri donated the first Starling at the
Mid-Winter Dinner, and the second was
donated soon after by Roger and Georgie
Porter. The third Starling was kindly donated
on long-term loan from Darren and Wendy
Crawford at Great Escape Yacht Charters.
And while the boats may have been donated,
that won’t stop our young sailors from continuing to raise funds for their club. They’ve
already come up with some great ideas watch this space for more. And of course you
can read Rebecca’s account of her sea trial of
one of the club’s new Starlings on Page 13.
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special ladies racing feature
75% Off Sailing Lessons for Ladies
It’s one of those irrefutable truths about
sailing that men and women are generally
incompatible aboard boats. While men tend
to sail by shouting and swearing and gesticulating madly, women sail rather more quietly,
thoughtfully and reservedly. Unfortunately
this means us girls usually let the guys take
over, so we end up not learning much, or
worse, being put off sailing for good.
New rules make ladies racing
more accessible
At a recent meeting, a ladies racing subcommittee of Anna, Jenny and Nina was formed.
It was noted that we could do with more
boats on the water for ladies races, particularly in winter, so it was decided to amend the
rules, making ladies racing more accessible.
New winter ladies racing rules:
The skipper/helms person must be a female.
This is a change to the previous rule that all
crew be female, with a max. of 2 men aboard
in a safety/advisory role. The new rule means
a boat may race with all-male crew, as long as
the helmsperson and skipper is female.
New summer ladies racing rules:
The skipper/helms person must be a female,
and the complete crew must be 50% female.
It is expected a female will helm and run the
boat, with any men on board in an advisory/
safety role. A 10% penalty will be incurred
if the male ratio exceeds 50%, so boats that
don’t meet the crew requirement are still welcome to race, where previously they would
have been disqualified.
Hopefully the new relaxed rules will mean
there’s now no reason to miss ladies races.
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But now, ladies can now learn to sail in a
truly relaxed and fun environment. And it’s
all thanks to our good friends at Great Escape
Yacht Charters, together with OCC’s own
Vice Commodore, Ian Templeman.
Great Escape & OCC have arranged a fantastic and heavily discounted sailing tuition
package for ladies who would like to get
out on the water and learn a bit more about
boating. With no shouting, swearing and
gesticulating whatsoever. :-)
The package includes:
•
4 x 3-hour lessons on a Great Escape
charter boat
•
Small crew-to-instructor ratios, so you
learn a lot more, and faster
•
No stressful, dangerous or unpleasant
situations - practically guaranteed!
And the best news is that you can get all this
for just $80 - that’s 12 hours of sailing tuition
for just $6.66 per hour - a 75% reduction on
normal tuition rates!
For more details, or to book your place, call
Ian Templeman on 09 404 0072 or 027 412
6897.

Ladies racing: We want YOUR opinions...
Please take a moment to fill in the ladies racing
survey at www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz, and let
us know what would encourage YOU to get out
on the water more for ladies races.

The survey is open to both men and women,
and you can find it by going to the ‘Latest News’
page of the OCC website. I’ll also be sending out
an email to encourage everyone to have their say.
Tell Tales | 9

special ladies racing feature
Meet the cut lunch girls
Let me introduce you to the Cut Lunch
ladies racing crew:
Skipper: Rebecca (aka:
Smarty-Pants I)
Tactician & Main
Sail Trimmer: Chris
(aka: Calm and Collected)
Bow: Manuela (aka:
Smarty-Pants II)
Dietician: Sophia (aka:
Grumbly... getting
happier as the race
comes to an end)
As you can probably see, there is a “clash
of the titans” on board our small ship. But
despite our differences, we have always pulled
together and finished every race.
Even with Mum Chinese-jibing the boat and
getting Dad stuck between the spinnaker pole
and jib, the Dietician screaming from the top
of her lungs (very good lungs I have to say),
and Smarty-Pants I, calmly saying: “just let
all the sheets go”. That MUST have been the
tensest moment in our short racing career as
a family.
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So the boat stands upright again, everyone
is back in position and Dad says: “we are
putting the kite up
again”.
This, I might add,
is moments after
he went fishing for
mullets with said sail!
So UP went the spinnaker again, and we
were off with “highfives” all round.
And of course the
Dietician reminding
us that she DID get wet feet...
As hard as it seems at times, this family (ladies) racing sure is VERY character building!
Even more so when it rains and blows cold
southerly gales...
by Manuela (aka: Smarty-Pants II)

Thank a volunteer by nominating
them for a SPARC Sport Volunteer
Award
Do you know a sport volunteer doing a great
job? Do they deserve to be thanked for the
time and energy they put into grassroots
sport in your community?
You bet!
Nominate a sport volunteer for a SPARC
Sport Volunteer Award at www.sparc.org.
nz/volunteers, and you’ll automatically send
them a personalised thank-you e-card.
Each regional sports trust will pick winners
from the three award categories. They are:
SPARC Sport Volunteer Award (for sport
volunteers 19+ years old – the main award)

Wattie’s Student Sport Volunteer Award (for
sport volunteers 18 or younger)
Lifetime Achievement Award (for 25+ years
service to community sport)
In previous years, only sports coaches have
been eligible for the SPARC Sport Volunteer
Awards. But this year the awards have been
openend up to all sports voluneers - referees,
administrators, fundraisers, kit-washers,
coaches – the lot!
You can nominate any school, club or event
volunteer (teachers, parents, grandparents,
friends, young people). Help ensure our sport
volunteers get the thanks they deserve, and
put your nomination in by midnight, 23
August, 2011. All you need to do is visit
www.sparc.org.nz/volunteers.
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Starling sea trial

I

went down the hill as fast as I could. I
was eager to get there and see the new
Starling.
We got the Starling because Jono wants us
to go in sailing regattas and sail against kids
our age. The Splashes are really too big for us
kids; usually only adults sail them but we still
have fun on them. We were fund-raising for
three Starlings but we got them given thanks
to Mrs and Mr Porter, Mrs and Mr Devlin
and Mrs and Mr Crawford.
When I got down to the youth sailing shed
Jono asked me if I wanted to try out the new
Starling and I was really exited to do so. So
I started rigging up the new boat. It is really
different to the Splashes. First the cockpit is
really deep, the mast has side stays, the boom
is low, it has a really tall mast for the size
of the boat, and its made out of wood not
fibreglass.
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by Rebecca
Gmuer-Hornell

We went and launched the boats. I had never
sailed a Starling before and how it sails is
also a bit different, it can’t reach as high as a
Splash and I know that because I was pushing one of the Splashes up into the wind we
had our sails pulled in the same and my sail
started to flap before the Splashes. I might
be wrong but that’s what I felt. Also the floor
vibrates because the floor is also the bottom
of the hull when Splashes have space between
the bottom of the hull and the floor. I also
capsized and found out that the boat fills up
with water and I lost my bailer to make it
worse.
I really enjoyed my first time on a Starling
and thank you once again Mrs and Mr
Porter, Mrs and Mr Devlin and Mrs and Mr
Crawford for making this possible for me and
my mates at youth sailing.
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I

was checking the weather forecast every
hour the week before this race, hoping
it would change to the perfect 25 to 30
knots SW. But the forecasters had it right and
yes, the front and rain came in on Saturday
- the day of the planned start. The organisers decided to delay the start by 24 hours. I
think this was due to some 40-50 knots gusts
of wind which wouldn’t have suited some of
the multis. We weren’t too sad about this.
Who wants to get wet and cold on the first
night of a long week?
We started on Sunday in
light northerlies, which
didn’t really suit us. The
start was quite a spectacle
with Camper and Vodafone
on the start line racing
around. Team Vodafone
were too eager and started
early and had to return.
By nightfall we were just off
Kawau and in the morning
we had made it as far as the
Poor Knights. We spent
most of Monday flopping
around off Cape Brett with
a big swell to shake what little wind there was
out of our sails. By dusk we finally couldn’t
see land. We were on our way with 10 knots
westerly and about 8-9 knots boat speed.
Over the next two days we passed Cotton
Blossom and Wild Card. The cat Nitro was
in the same water as us for about 12 hours
until the wind increased and we managed to
leave them behind.
On Thursday morning we came into very
light running conditions with the masthead
gennaker up. We were neck and neck with
Pretty Boy Floyd and doing about 5 knots.
We had a good tactical race with them over
the next 24 hours. Then the wind increased
to a very nice, warm trade wind (south east-
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by Chris
Hornell
erly) of 12-15 knots and we were doing about
the same speed as the breeze.
I found a very good trick on Bare Essentials.
We made a lot of toasted sandwiches. This
really helps when the bread gets stale. We had
a good bunch of guys on board and we all got
on very well. Boyd Smith, the owner, has a
huge amount of sea miles under his belt. And
the same amount of stories to tell.
We all took turns at driving, and about 250
miles off Fiji we changed to the fractional
gennaker. At night the tropical
rain clouds would roll through
with an increase of wind in
front of them and no wind
behind them. The trick is to
stay in front of these cells and
not get caught behind them. I
managed to get a very nice ride
with the top speed of the race
for our boat - 28 knots.
Over the last 48 hours of the
race we covered over 500 miles.
It started to look like we might
do quite well on handicap.
We knew if we arrived at the
Navula Passage into Fiji at day
break, it would be hard to get in as the tide
would be heading out and the wind would be
very light. But that’s exactly what happened.
We got to the passage at 6.45am and crossed
the finish line at 7.55am, which did cost us
the win at the end. We came second behind
Wired on IRC handicap by 7 minutes over
a 5 day race. And on PHRF we ended up
second as well – all in all not a bad result.
Once we got through the passage, we opened
a beer, put out the fishing line and managed
to catch a very nice wahoo for dinner. It was
a long day – good Fiji weather and the odd
good Fiji rum. For me it was a big change to
race as crew – a lot less stress. I have a lot less
grey hair now…

Auckland Musket cove race
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Get an up-to-date calendar on the ‘What’s On’ page of the new OCC website - www.opuacruisingclub.co.nz

