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‘Spot the Yot’ and WIN

Find the tiny yacht in one of this issue’s advertisements and you could
win a $20 food voucher from the OCC ‘Galley’,
thanks to our generous hosts, Jim & Michelle.
Just email your answer to
helen@optimalcopy.co.nz by 15th July 2011.
Winner will be drawn at random from correct
entries.

Coming soon...
Readers’ Letters

Send us your letters, articles and
photographs. The best one each
month will WIN a 375ml bottle of
Giesen Sauvignon Blanc courtesy
of our fantastic sponsors the
RoadRunner Tavern.
Email your letters and stories to
helen@optimalcopy.co.nz.

Tell Tales June 2011

was printed in glorious technicolour, thanks
to the kind support of Signworx Signs &
Design, Opua.

Commodore’s Report
by Manuela Gmuer-Hornell

So there you have it… your first female
commodore! I have put on my thickest
skin and I am ready to roll! Someone will
have to find a bucket load of anti-wrinkle
cream to keep me nice and smooth.
We have a brand new and re-conditioned
committee, all full with new ideas and
heaps of energy. Our first mission was to
get a Tell Tales out to ALL our members
and with that our annual membership
renewal form. Please make sure you let us
know how you want the Tell Tales delivered to you in the future – email is obviously the most cost effective for the Club.
My vision for the Opua Cruising Club
is to bring us back to being a fun and
welcoming place, with a good racing and
social calendar. To achieve this we need the
help of all our members. I am always open
to constructive and practical suggestions
and hands-on help.

I came to Paihia just before Christmas and
found a job as a dish-washer in a café. I
ended up running the show for a while and
had employment for the next season.
Somewhere between working and having
fun I stumbled over Chris and he introduced me to a totally different life – one
that revolves around water. As you can
imagine this was TOTALLY different to
growing up in a land-locked country. I was
more used to climbing mountains than
scooting across water. But it looks like I’ve
adapted ok and I can say that I am now
“kiwi as” (or am I?)
Chris & I have two daughters – Rebecca,
aged 11 (a water-rat just like her father)
and Sophia, aged 9 (a mountain goat like
her mother). Our family loves being out on
the water and we race the Elliott 590 “Cut
Lunch” whenever possible.
Thank you for your trust and here’s to a
great year for the Opua Cruising Club!

Everyone likes to talk about themselves…
and I shall be no different. I was born and
bred in Switzerland and never set a foot on
a yacht until about 14 years ago. As most
of you know I am married (well kind of )
to Chris Hornell.
I arrived in NZ 15 years ago and peddled
around both islands on my push-bike
(don’t ask me why… but it seemed a good
idea at the time).
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Your new committee
Commodore
Manuela Gmuer-Hornell

Membership Officer
Chris Ball

Duties: general nagging at
other committee members and
“pretty face” of the club.
Contact: 021 44 55 29 or
info@marinecentre.co.nz

Duties: debt collector for all
membership subs.
Contact: 09 402 7666 or
cristo.b@gmail.com

Vice-Commodore
Ian Templeman

House
Andy Vanasche

Duties: dogsbody for everything the commodore forgets
to do.
Contact: 0274 126 897 or
ianandmerry@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer
Reece Hesketh

Duties: in charge of the club’s
accounting (‘the boring job’).
Contact: 0272 851 018 or
bluebear@xtra.co.nz

Secretary
Sandy MacCarthy

Duties: super woman who
knows all the rules and remembers everything we ever talked
about in meetings.
Contact: 021 504 181 or
sandyweerts@hotmail.com

Racing Secretary
David Krebs

Duties: boss of all things
racing.
Contact: 027 849 5504 or
david.krebs@xtra.co.nz

Bar & Kitchen
Brett Etherton

Duties: liaises between kitchen
contractor & committee, bar
staff & suppliers (is at the club
all the time).
Contact: 021 234 4320 or
brett@marineelectricsopua.
co.nz
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Duties: Bob the Builder… can
we fix it? Yes we can!
Contact: 027 491 3829 or
andy.vanasche@carters.co.nz

Social
Cees Romeyn

Duties: organiser of all fantastic social events and fundraisers
AND advertising.
Contact: W. 09 402 7305, H.
09 402 7349 or cees@xtra.
co.nz

Cruising
Les Alderton

Duties: string puller & weather
forecaster for sailing cruises.
Contact:
lesalderton@hotmail.co.nz

Publicity
Helen Horrocks

Duties: tech savvy and
computer wiz and amazing
person to get things done by a
deadline.
Contact: 0211 583 199 or
helen@optimalcopy.co.nz

Social Report by Cees Romeyn
Quiz Nights & Bingo
With the help of Lorraine we will continue
with the Quiz Nights and the ever-so-popular
Bingo on the 1st and 3rd Friday of the
month (plus Thursdays when the club reopens on those nights).
P Night – not what you think!
And with the help of lots of other people we
will try to do something fun one evening a
month, starting with a “P Night” on Saturday
13th August (no, it’s not what you think!)
Simply come along dressed as something
starting with the letter “P”.
Mid Winter ‘Christmas’ Dinner
On 2nd July is our popular Mid Winter
Christmas Dinner. Jim and Michelle are going to cook a special meal consisting of soup,
3 meats, all the veges you can think of and a
lovely dessert. There will of course be mulled
wine too. Father Christmas will be coming
along and if you’ve been good you might
even get a present! We will have live music so
bring your dancing shoes too. All this for just
$35. Come along on Saturday 2nd July, 6pm
‘til late.

Lucky Member’s Draw
On Saturday 27th August is our Lucky Membership draw, you have to be there to win.

Do you feel lucky…? Well do ya? Come
along to the member’s draw and find out!
Dinner and a Movie
Also, one night a month we will have a
“movie and meal evening” more information
on that coming.
Check the calendar for more dates or
changes, and please let me know if you have
any suggestions for social events.
Cruising Report by Les Alderton
June cruise postponed
The Queen’s Birthday Weekend cruise was
cancelled due to the weather and the next
cruise will be a short day cruise on Sunday
24th July.

Youth Sailing
Jonathan Radford

Duties: very keen person to
teach heaps of ankle biters how
to behave and sail a yacht.
Contact: 0210 287 6971 or
jonorad@hotmail.com

Mid Winter 3-course Dinner is at 6pm on
Sat 2nd July and costs just $35 per person.

~~~ YUM!!!

Bad weather cancelled the recent cruise.
Next cruise is on Sunday 24th July.
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Bar & Kitchen Report by Brett Etherton
Asian-style dishes are a hit
Jim and Michelle have settled in to the
kitchen very well. The Asian style dishes are
proving to be very popular (personally I can
highly recommend the new Satay Chicken
dish!)
We had a very good month for the bar and
kitchen in May while the cruisers waited for
the right weather window. However, now
they’ve gone now, it’s up to the locals to keep
the club afloat over the winter. So don’t be a
stranger – remember the prices are great value
on both food and drinks – especially for club
members.
New TV ‘discretely’ installed
By the time you read this we should have a
new widescreen TV installed in the club, but
in a position where those who don’t want to
watch it won’t even know it’s there.

Want to get your business in
front of club members?
We already have a number of sponsors for
the TV and Sky contract, but we are looking
for more. The cost of sponsorship is $279 +
GST for one month, and each sponsor will
have their name and/or ad displayed beside
the TV. Please contact me or any committee
member if you are interested in sponsoring
the club TV.
Grab a cosy seat by the fire
We now have the first of our couches and
coffee tables in the fireplace area, thanks to
Paul Gorringe. Get down to the club early
for a cosy seat by the fire. We also need a few
more tidy 3- or 4-seater couches, so if you
know anyone who’s getting rid of any, the
club will gratefully accept donations, or pay a
reasonable price for good quality seating.

At this stage Saturday night is Rugby/League
night. We will have a “Guess the Score”
competition with a $3 entry fee, and $1 from
every entry goes to the Club.
Friday night when we don’t have Quiz Night
or Bingo could also be Rugby or maybe
Movie Night? Please let us know what you
think.

Cosy couches are now in place by the fire –
just in time for the colder weather.
Drinks specials at the club
Don’t forget as a club member you can buy
“Drinks Cards” for discounted drinks. These
cost $45 for 10 full price drinks, so you’ll get
one drink free for every 9 paid for. Buy yours
from the bar next time you come in.
You can also grab a House Red or House
White wine for only $3 a glass.

~~~great value!
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Membership Report by Chris Ball

House Report by Andy Vanasche

Race Crew Memberships
As your new Membership Officer I have the
enviable task of collecting all the dues possible. This year you will see that at the AGM
there was a slight change to the membership
in that we are now asking Race Crew to contribute to the club by way of a membership
fee. I know this was discussed a couple of
years ago and although there was some effort
to progress it nothing formal was presented.
However, without Crew we may not have
races, but without Members we will not have
a Club.

Your new ‘House’ person
Hello again. Well this is now my third
year on the OCC committee, and this
time around I have been entrusted with
“HOUSE”. This fits fairly well because for
those of you who don’t know me, I am the
Manager at Carters in Opua, so I have easy
access to all those hinges, light bulbs and
fittings needed to keep the club up and running.

Race Crews should choose the ‘Supporter’ membership, which at only $40 is great value and
offers members access rights to the club and signing in privileges (1 guest), as well as discounts
on drinks and meals. –Ed.
Membership renewal time
Fees have been held at the same level as last
year so lets grab those forms, fill them in, and
get them back to the Club as quickly as we
can (that includes me). I have a couple of incentive ideas to encourage new members and
don’t forget there will be some good prizes
when we get to the membership draw.
SWYAD YCNY!

Please help support
your club and get those
membership renewals in
quick!
Paying your membership fee is now even
easier, as you can now pay by Direct Credit see your membership form for details.

So please if you do notice anything that needs
attention, let me or a fellow committee member know and I will endeavour to repair it.
Roof repairs for deck area
Speaking of repairs, we are currently looking
at three options for replacing the deck canopy
that was torn off in a recent storm. The insurance company has agreed to pay the sum of a
replacement soft polythene cover. However,
we are also looking at a curved corrugated
iron or laserlite option on galvanized purlins.
The third option is a flat roof “porch” that
in future (10 year plan) could be converted
to an upstairs deck and built in underneath
to give us a bit more inside room. But please
if anyone has any other ideas let me know
ASAP. Happy sailing!

The club with soft roof intact – the covers
were damaged in bad weather and we need
to decide on an option for replacing them.
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Racing Report by David Krebs

Wednesday Night Darts

RBC take Fisher & Paykel Trophy
A gallant effort by OCC’s Gambler in the final Fisher & Paykel Interclub race, managing
to hold on to the lead to the Nine Pin and
back in a tussle with the Russell boat Imp.
Unfortunately, the light conditions earlier in
the day resulted in both boats just missing
out on the finishing time. The remainder of
the fleet withdrew 5 minutes before the wind
finally arrived mid-afternoon, including California Kiwi which was leading at the time.
This provides a challenge for OCC to regain
the Fisher & Paykel trophy next year, as Russell managed to take it out on series points.
Congratulations Russell!
Racing all Sundays in July
We have a busy July with racing on all Sundays. Remember, from our recent Skippers’
Meeting decision, the Wet and Forget Series
has a Long Race starting 1200hrs and a Short
Race at 1400hrs. Please let Manuela or David
know if you intend to race by the Friday. The
Anne of Craicor starts are 1400hrs and we
usually get a good turnout.
Elliott 5.9 owners
For the Elliott 5.9 crews, remember the
Onerahi Sprints on Saturday and Sunday 9
& 10 July.
OCC Race Committee
Our OCC Race Committee is David Krebs,
Ian Templeman and Chris Hornell. We are
planning the racing calendar through to Sept
2012 so now is a good time to raise with us
any thoughts you may have for the forthcoming coming season.
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Come along to the Club on a Wednesday
from 5pm. Darts kick off around 7pm.

Opua Cruising Club TV Guide
Friday 17th June - Rugby
7.30pm Blues vs Highlanders

OCC Galley Menu

Entrees:Garlic bread $4
Popia gorens
(spring rolls) $4
2 Pork steamed buns $5
3 Satay chicken sticks $5

Snack meals:Bowl of fries $5
Hoki & fries $12
Nasi goring (chicken or
beef) $12
Pork spare ribs $7
Burger & fries (beef,
Kids Meals:chicken, fish or steak) $11
Steak & cheese pie
Wedges w/ bacon & sour
w/ fries $5
cream $9
Kids hoki & fries $5
Sausage, egg & fries $12
Mini hotdogs & fries $5
Chicken nuggets & fries $5 Beef nachos $12
Hawaiian pizza & fries $5 Noodle soup
(chicken or beef) $12
Seafood basket w/ fries
Desserts:& salad $14
Apple shortcake w/ iceLasagne toppa w/ fries &
cream $7
salad $10
Deep fried ice cream $7
Chicken satay w/ rice
Ice-cream sundae $5
$15
Kids sundae $3

Main meals:Steak w/ veges or fries &
salad (& garlic, mushroom or pepper sauce)
- Scotch fillet $25
- Sirloin $22
- Rump $20
Dory, fries & salad (pan fried
or battered) $20
Assam Malaysian curry w/ rice
- Prawn $18
- Chicken or pork $17
Penang fried kwai teow (noodles)
w/ egg
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Pork chops w/ veges or salad &
fries $17
Mamak mee goring
- Prawn $17
- Chicken or beef $15
Cashew chicken w/ rice $18

Saturday 18th June - Rugby Double
5.25pm Chiefs vs Reds
7.30pm Crusaders vs Hurricanes
Sunday 19th June - League
7.00pm Tigers vs Storm
Friday 24th June - Rugby
7.30pm Super Rugby Playoff 1
Saturday 25th June - Closed for function
Sunday 26th June - League
8.00pm Warriors vs Storm replay

Tell Tales is getting a facelift,
but we need your help!
Advertisers: Be seen by over 500 people, plus get
a free listing on the new OCC website - coming
soon!
Readers: Please tell us what you want from Tell
Tales. Send your own letter or story and you
could win a bottle!
Contact: helen@optimalcopy.co.nz

Marine Electrics Winter Special:

Keep your boat’s batteries charged up over
winter & disconnect from shorepower

30W Solar Panel & Regulator:
only $260 inc. GST

Contact details opp. or call 021 234 4320
or brett@marineelectricsopua.co.nz
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A Taste of Paradise

Fiji turns out to be a food-lover’s paradise

W

ater temperature of 28 degrees,
sunshine every day, pristine sandy
beaches and fresh yellowfin tuna for
only NZ$4 a kilo. You really can’t get much
better than that. Yup, Fiji really must be
paradise.
In fact, it may be more of a food lover’s
paradise than previously thought. On return
from a recent delivery to Fiji, every one of my
partner’s stories seemed to revolve in some
way around food.
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Not that the food on passage was anything to
write home about. While the skipper had lovingly prepared and frozen single portions of
basic, quickly re-heatable meals, sea-sickness
among two thirds of the crew left most meal
preparation up to just one person.
And while I had oh-so-thoughtfully packed
my partner’s bags with all manner of moraleboosting lollies, choccies and sweet-andsugaries for his first offshore passage (all
the things I’d longed for on my cold, dark,

lonely nights on watch...) I was left with no
uncertainty that my misguided kindness was
entirely to blame for the 5 days of ‘mal de
mer’ he suffered.
So perhaps that explains why Fijian food got
such glowing reviews. The first real food after
being at sea, having dined on little else but
jelly beans and gummi bears for 8 days, must
be quite something. Particularly if it’s fresh
crayfish - plucked that day from the glistening waters surrounding the Savusavu reef.
Unfortunately the same cannot be said of
taro. This innocuous-looking root vegetable
apparently came highly recommended by
all the locals, but once cooked, resembled
something you might
build houses with,
and tasted not much
better. Perhaps there’s
a local secret to cooking it. Or perhaps it is
best eaten after a long
and leisurely aperitif Taro? Um, no.
of kava, after which you probably don’t much
care that you’re eating a bowl of Epifill.
One thing is certain - he can’t wait to return
to sample more of the culinary delights Fiji
has to offer, because with only 5 days in port
before his flight home, it was really only a
mere morsel that he got to sample.
It is certainly easy to see how you could fall
in love with the place where delicious, fresh
seafood is so abundant and cheap. I think it
might even be worth the week or so’s subsistence diet of Whittaker’s and water. I’ll find
out next year, I guess.

OCC Keys

Do you have any?

The OCC Committee would like to know
if you have keys to the clubhouse or any
other club facilities so we can put together
a list of keyholders. If you have any OCC
keys, please let Andy Vanasche know – call
027 491 3829 or email andy.vanasche@
carters.co.nz. THANKS!
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